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I am not a lawyer, and this presentation 
does not constitute legal advice.
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Keep good records.
determine use falls under fair use exception to copyright law

obtain permissions from the copyright holder(s)

determine neither exceptions or permissions are needed
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consider how you might want to use your work in the future
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Is it under copyright?
Is it in the public domain?
Is licensed under Creative Commons?
Does it fall under the fair use 
exception?
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Public Domain

Gotas de orvalho, Mazurka de salao by Henrique Albertazzi from the International Music Score Library Project is in the public domain.

Pre-1927
Government works
Released directly
+ more

https://imslp.org/wiki/File:PMLP1005637-Gottas_de_orvalho.pdf
https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
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Fair Use Exception Weigh
Purpose
Nature
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Using Others’ Work in a 
Dissertation or Thesis

what’s included:
1. Listed in Tables/Figures in TOC
2. Image or Reproduction
3. Citation
4. Permissions/Rational



Examples



Kapadia, D. H. (2023). A study of how virtual 
learning can transform career & technical 
education programs in the state of 
Pennsylvania. Publication No. 
2864434634) [Doctoral dissertation, 
Point Park University]. ProQuest 
Dissertations & Theses Global. p. 18. 

Figure
Publisher: University of Minnesota
Authors: V. Venkatesh, M. G. Morris, G. B. 

Davis, F. D. Davis.
No statement of permission or other note
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Williams, W. A. (2009). An investigation of 
the support for literacy instruction in 
elementary mathematics textbooks. 
Publication No. 2536551349) 
[Doctoral dissertation, Brigham 
Young University]. ProQuest 
Dissertations & Theses Global. p. 56. 

Evaluation scale
???
Author: Granite School District
No statement of permission or other note



Zics, B. (2008). Transparency, cognition 
and interactivity: Toward a new 
aesthetic for media art. Publication 
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dissertation, University of Wales]. 
ProQuest Dissertations & Theses 
Global. p. 232. 

Conference paper
Publisher: Springer
Author: Brigitta Zics
No letter of permission or other note



Lin, C.-M. M. (2007). Three sonatas for 
piano by Emma Lou Diemer. 
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Musical score portion
Published?
Author: Emma Lou Diemer
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Published?
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