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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Region Three
Sante Fe, New Mexico

Kerch 13, 1950

Memorandum
To: The Director
From: Archeologlest Husbaum

subject: sStatement of Direetar Untermenxn, Utah Field House of
Hatural History, Vernal, Utah, reference the absence of
Dinosaur remaing in aree to be inundated by eonstruction
of Icho FPerk Dam.

The attached clipping from the Denver Fost of Merch 12,
1950 indicates complications arising from the fact that present,
vagtly enlerged Dinosaur National Monument perpetuated the neme of
the original nuclear dinosaur quarry site regervation,

I discussed the results of my conference with Director
Untermann in my memorandum for you, dated February 2, advising of
the offer of Cernegie Museum to return duplicete end surplus dinosaur
fossils to the Field House, snd of the eurrent prozress of the fund
raising campeizn at Vernal,

On that visit, I also talked with Mre. Untermann, a graduate
student of the University of Cmlifornie with an M.h. in zooleogy, if
memory serves, who wes employed on fossil and other research work at
Pinoseur Netional Vonument that summer, probably as a Temporary Renger.
pDirector Untermann I believe had also gerved in llke capacity for twe
previous summers, I also met and talked with his aged father, who
worked on the original quarry excavations under Larl Douglass of
Carnegie Museum, Belng an artist, he painted many restorations of the
varied dinoseurs in natural habitat, and subsequently, made the paintings
thereof that are exhibited at the monument museum.

Purpose of this memorandum is to provide more background on
the relstionship of the elder lMr. Untermann, and Director and Mrs.
Untermenn with Dinossur National Monument, prior to, and subsequent to,

S ShAmt At aLissseint —

Jease L, Nusbaum
Archeologist
Copy to: Hegional Director, Reglon Two
vzigional pirector, Region Three
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The Denver Post

March

@A THE DENVER POST; Sunday, March 12, 1950

12, 1950

Dam Held No Danger

To Din

. Denver Post Special.

“VERNAL, Utah, March 11.—An
expert claims that construction ot
the proposed Echo Park dam in-
zide Dinosaur National Monument
—at the confluence of the Green
and Yampa rivers—would not dam-
age any scientific or fossil values.

He is G. E. Untermann, director
of the Utah Field House of Natural
History, located here.

The dam site must be approved
by Interior Secretary Chapman be-
fore congressional approval of the
dam can be sought, according to

Neatt No. Dydge
Region Three Office

Fossils

former Vernal Mayor B. H. String-|

ham, chairman of the Colorado
river development committee of
twenty-one counties.

BUILD IN COLORADO.

The dam, which would be built
in the northwestern corner of Colo-
rado, would be the key structure of
the long range central Utah project
contemplated for the distant future
as well as of the more immediate
Colorado river.storage plan.

“Mrs., Untermann and 1 are “the|

geologists who have mapped the
318 square miles of the Dinosaur
National Monument,” Untermann
said. “The dam itself will be con-
structed in the Uintah quartzite of
proterozoic age, a formation in
which there is no fossil life what-
ever and which preceded the Mor-
rison dinosaur beds by 850 million
years.

EXCEPTION NOTED.

“All other formations inundated
by the storage water are also
many millions of years older than
the dinosaur beds. There is just
one exception to this and that is
the Browns park formation of
pliocene age. But it does not carry
dinosaurs either. What few mam-
mal fossils this formation has pro-
duced were recovered from high
areas many miles from the river,”
he said.

“The only fossil material which
could possibly be affected by the
filled reservoir are a few lime-
stones carrying fossil seashells,
However, these same formations
are well represented in other parts
of the monument which are in no

way related to the dam or reservoirj.

sites.”
The proposed dam would back
water up the Green river and

Yampa canyons to a depth of 500§,
feet, creating a 100-mile long lake|

rivaling Lake Meade.

Power from the dam would be
used to develop the central Utah
project, an ambitious plan under
which water from the Green rjyer
would be diverted to the Uintah
region, and water from the Uintah
area taken by highline canalg 1o
the west slope of the Wagatch
range in the Salt Lake-Provo gyea,
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