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1950 TRAVEL SUMMARY

The total travel through Rocky Mountain National Park during
the 1950 travel year established a new all-time record of 1,265,988
visitors, Superintendent David H. Canfield reported today. This figure
represents an increase of 11,2 percent over the 1949 travel year of
1,138,162 persons.

During the period October 1, 1949 to September 30, 1950, which
constituted the 1950 travel year, the 1,265,988 visitors arrived in
352,463 cars and came from every state in the Union, 3 United States
possessions, and 25 foreign countries, Travel from Colorado represented
28 percent of the total, and following Colorado in the order of number of
visitors were Illinois, Nebraske, Texas, Kansas, Iowa, Missouri and
California., The smallest number of visitors came from Vermont. Visitors
from United States possessions and foreign countries were from Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Canal Zone, Alaska, Hawaii, Australia, Bulgaria, Canada,
Cuba, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, Honduras, Italy, Japan, Liberia
Mexico, Nova Scotia, Norway, Newfoundland, Peru, Palestine, Philippine
Islands, Persia, Russia, Saipan, Sweden, Venezuela, and the West Indies,

The six public campgrounds in Rocky Mountain Nstional Park
received a total of 46,186 camper days of use, and showed = decrezse of
3L percent over the 1949 travel year. Visitor day use of hotels, lodges,
and cabins in the park showed a 3 percent decrease over the sume period,
The decreases in camper days and paid facilities together with the fzct
that the total visitor day use figure is only 7 percent above last year
indicates that visitors were spending less time in the park =nd that
large numbers must have been " just passing through',

In addition to exceeding the total travel for any preceding
year, a similar record was shattered for single month travel, with the
month of August, 1950 showing a total travel of L14,027 persons as
compared with 403,528 persons for August, 1949, The greatest travel for
any single day occurred on August 13 when 18,811 persons entered the park,
The previous record of 19,718 visitors on August 7, 1949 still stands
however,



1950 ANNUAL TRAVEL REPORT
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1952 Travel Summary

|
Travel into Rocky Mountain National Park during the 1952 !

travel year broke all previous records David H, Canfield, Superinten- 4
dent, announced today. A total of 1,338,511 people entered the Park |
|

{

this year.

The unprecedented heavy visitation exceeded the record set
in 1950 by 72,523 persons and was 11.49% higher than last year's
figure of 1,200,493 visitorse.

During the period October 1, 1951 to September 30, 1952, which
constituted the 1952 travel year, the large number of visitors arrived ‘
in 368,297 cars and came from every state in the Union, two United i
States possessions, and 24 foreign countries. Travel from Colorado
represented 40:; of the total number of visitors and following Uolorado
in the order of number of visitors were: Illinois, Texas, Lansas,
ilebraska, Iowa, ldssouri, California, Uklzhoma, Ohio and jichigan, The
smallest number of visitors came from naine. Visitors from United
States Tossessions and foreign countries were from Argentina, Australia,

Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Lenmark, tngland, France, ogypt, Germany,
Holland, India, Israel, Japan, Latvia, liexice, ranama, Scotland, South
Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and Venezuela.

Campground use in sock “ountain Wational Park increased
80.48% over the 1951 travel year and 104.58% over 1950, The six public
campgrounds in the Park were crowded to overflowing during July, August,
and the first part of September, severely taxing the available facili-
ties, The fact that more and more people utilize campgrounds on thelr
vacations might rerlect an effort to economize or it might mean that
more people are realizing what the National Parks have to oifer as

recreation areas,

s travel during the year occurred on

The greatest single day
The previous record of

July L when 19,961 people entered the Park.
19,718 visitors was established on August 7, 1949,

Use of the Naturalist program was heavy during the season.
792 visitors and rcadside displays
seven Naturalist field
9 travelers and 228 evening talks received an

Miseum exhibits were studied by 117,
were viewed by 142,985, Three hundred twenty-
trips were given to 10,03
attendance of 27,891 personse.




The heavy swmmer visitation to the “ark began on IMay 30
this year when the Trail Ridge Road was opened to travel, This road,
highest continusus highway in the United States, normally is closad by
snow from approximately October 15 to the first of June, The scenic
0lé F211 River Road was open for “up" travel enly from July 1 through-
cut the ssason,

There were no fatal accidents in the Park this year though
two people died of heart attacks within the Park. Mountaineering
accidents were at a minimum again this seascn. lost of the accidents
in this category were caused by perple sliding down snowbanks and
piling into rocks below,

The Trail Hidge Road will remain open until snow makes it
impassable. About December 1 the road will be plowed open cn week-—
ends to the Upper Hicden Vg1lley Ski Area on the eastern side of the
Park to permit use of this areas.




1952 ANNUAL
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1,338,511

TRAVEL RZPORT

GITATEST SINGLE DAY'S TRAVEL
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1952 TRAVEL BY. MONTHS
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