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OCky Mountain News 
ay Feuruary 19, 1s66 

State/Region 

Strang faces tough test 
on Black Canyon park bill 

forum to hear Strang's proposal, 

dt the canyon 
isn't cxpansivc 

ehough or diverse 
enougn 

to be a 

national park.zingly Scenic It's an amazing 

BOTBe, 
One of the most Deauitul 

n the country," Martin 
said. 

"But most national parkS 
have 

multiple features, muliple at-

tractions. As the bill is written 

now, there's some 
concern that 

ne park itself will have oniy one 

dominant feature. 
..Strang's proposal 

would com-

bine the Black Canyon of the 

Gunnison National Monument, 

he Curecanti Recreation Area 

and 25 miles of the lowerGunni-

Son Gorge into the Black Canyon 
National Park and Scenic Recre-

ation Area. The complex would 

be Six times the size of the 

20,000-acre monument. 
But only the monument would 

receive national park designa-

tion. 

Most national parks win ap-

proval in election years, records 

show, and it's not lost on someP 

observers that Strang is running 

By DON KNOX 

Rocky Mountain News Aspen Bureau 

In proposing that the pristine for re-clcction in a district con-

Black Canyon of the Gunnison 

River be the nation's newest na-

tional park. U.S. Rep. Mike Strang also benefits from the 

Strang realized a politician's area's designation as a national 

sidered a stronghold for neither 

party. 

dream. 
monument, said Terri Martin, 

The Carbondale Republican Rocky Mountain representative 

won the support of business in-

terests, which sce the park at-

tracting more tourists and more ciation. The government ownss 

income to the Western Slope. fHe the property, she said, so it 

won praise from environmental 

ists, who hail what likely will be 

an increased e iort to preserve 

the canyon's beauty. 

Strang proposed the bill last 

year. It is being rewritten to sat-

isfy local concerns but is expect-

cd to be introduced this session. 
But his proposal likely will 

face a long. tough test on Capitol 

Hill, say the people who watch 

such legislation. 

of the Washington-based Nation-
al ParkS and Conservation åsso 

doesn't face high land-acquisition 

COsts. 
Equally important is local sup-

port. If Strang achieves unani-

mous or near-unanimous support 
from Coloradans, Morrow said, 
his bill's chances will be better. 

Strang appears to have such 

support. Environmental and 

business interests in Montrose 
and Grand Junction are lining up 

behind the proposal even as de-

tails are being worked out. 

But the obstacles facing 
Strang's proposal on the Hill are 

formidable, Martin and others 

Saiu. A serious obstacle is concern 

by some members of the House 

Subcommittee on national parks 
and recreation, likely the iirst 

**I've seen park bills go 

through Congress that didn't 

have a chance, and I've seen 

some stall that everybody wasS 

backing." said LDuncan Morrow, a 

National Park Service spokes-

man 

"If Mike Strang really wants 
to create a national park in his 
district, the natural choice would 

be Dinosaur National Monu-

ment, said Destry Jarvis of the 

NationaPatks and Conservation 
Association. 

Dinosaur, in northwest Colora-
do on the Utah border, has more 

Iistory figures in Strang's fa-
geographical and wildlife fea-

tures inherent in a national park, vor. 

LIBRARY FILE Rocky Mo 

Jarvis said. Several bills to establish parks 
in other states also stand in the 

way of Strang's proposa. 

A third possible obstacle is po- Canyon National Park and Scenic Recreation Area. 

litical, Martin said. The House 

U.S. Rep. Mike Strang's bill would combine Black Canyon 

of the Gunnison National Monument, Curecanti Recreation 

Area and 25 miles of the lower Gunnison Gorge into Black 

subcommittee has a majority of The stickler is money. The 

Democrats, several of whom op-

pose strang's environmental rec-

ord. "It's likely they'1l see the 
Black Canyon as an environmen-

tal feather in Mike Strangs cap, 
a feather that he hasn't had be-

fore or maybe doesn't deserve," 

Martin said. 
Martin and others are divided 

on whether Congress is in the 

mood t0 create national parks at 
all. The last national park addi-

tion occurred in l980, when nine 

parks- most in Alaska - more 

than doubled the size of the sys-

Gramm-Rudman law mandating 

a balanced budget by 1991 wi. 
bring cutbacks in the Park Ser-

vice's budget. 
COLORADO 

Denver 

Proposed wild 
and scenic 

lower Gunnison 
River area 

You're probably not going t 

see a new park i1 ils gOt a bi 

price tag." Morrow said 

For his part, Str.ing is optimis 

tic. His proposal requires no addi-

tional spending. nd he Said the 

park designatton is necSary t 

"make the Black C.anvon wors 

again. The new nanme liely will 

inerease businesS and tOurism in 

the area, he said 

Enlarged aron 
Black Canyon 

atin uhnison National Monument 

Existing Black Canyon of 
Gunnison National Monume 

the 

tem. 

Proposed Curecanti 

national recreation area 

Bluo Mesa 

Proposed Gunnison gorge 
national recreation area 

Gunnison River 
JACK SHANNON'Rcky Mountein News 
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