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In Reply To:
D6215="

CRBAT SA.D DIMES !ATICKAL VONIVEANT
Alanosa, Coloredo

Jetober 18, 1954
To: Regiomal Maturalist

From: Swerintendent
Subject: aterial :‘orb ‘ayside rxhibit at Creat Sand Dunoa.

The following material is submitted for possible use in
preparation of a dayside rxhibit for Creat Sard Dunes:

‘ae One picture of Ceptain John W. Gunnison

be Cne picture of Ceneral Zebulon Pike

ce Sketohes of typioal Indian artifacts from Greet Sand Dunes
de Sug;osbod utorm

It is understocd that same of the raterial is to lengthy
but is submitted in its entirety so that the nain essence may 2e
gleaned thereframe. The following interesting sare;raph contains the
desoription of the Vreat Sand Dunes takeun from "Report of Exvplorctions
for & oute for trne “moific Railroad By Captain John ¥. Gunnison.”

August 25, 1853 = "The exsmination of Roubideau's Pass being
oapleted this rorning, the main body of the party procesded wp the
valley, under the samand of Lieutenant Baker, while Ceptain Gunnison,
Captain =orris, and myself, after leaving this pass, rode to Williams
Tass, the approach to which from the Sam® Luils Valley is throuch & srove
of pitoh=pine, behind rost girantie sand hills, risiry above the olain
to half the height (apcarently, at least, 700 or 800 feet,) of the
adjacent mountain, and shaved by the winds into beeautiful and fanciful
forms with waving cutlines, for within certain linits this sand arifts
about like snowe These immense hills are from eicht to ten niles in
length, lying along the base of the nountains, and four or {five irn wigth,
and therelor constitute &8 reat barrier to the western aprroach to Williams
Pass, directly bef'are which they stande The strean which flows fram it
is turned innedhtoly southward, and soon sinks in the sand plain,

"{ comtinued page 2) -
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. @évanced, fifteen miles.”
- 7-‘_ DR YRS ek 4

. ploture, could also closely fall into this desoriptione

These hills ere so steep and smooth on the side towards the creck, that

the smallest pebbles started at their swmits roll uninterrwtedly imto

the oroek, leaving their paths distinctly marked from the sumits to the
basess High up on the sides are seen, at half a dogen points, gingle

bushes of artemesis - the only vegetation seen upon them, and the only
change discoverable since they were visited by Captain Pike, fifty years
ago, when they wore entirely destitube of vegetation, and "eppeared exactly
like the sea in astorm, except in colore" -=-- )

The following is taken fram Pike's Journal as published in 1811,

Wednesday, 26th January 1807. --- "Followed down the ravine, and
discovered efter scme time that there had been a road cut oui, and on
meny trees were various hieroglyshics painted. After marching sane miles
vie discovemed, through the lengthy vista at a distance, encther chain of
mountains, and nearer to us at the foot of the White lMountains, which we

were then descending, sandy hills.

7 “We marched on'.:i;o‘ ';b_he'_.outrlet ofthe mountain and left the sendy .
desert %o our right; kept. down between it and the mommbtein. ithen we

" ‘encampad I ascended one of the largest hills of sand, and with my glaur

could discover a lerge river, flowing nearly norbh by west end south by
east through the plain whioh ocame out of the third chain of monmtains

" about north 75° west. The prairie between the two chains of mourtains
* bore nearly north end south: I returned to cerp with the news of my - )

discoverye The send hills extended up end down at the foot of the White
Mourntains about fifteen miles, and appeared to be sbout five miles in

. widthe. Their appearence was exactly that of the sea in & sitorm, exceot -

as to colour, not the least sign of

vegetation existing on them. Distance

R

" The White Yountains are now known as the Sangre de Cristoss
Roubideau's Pass’ is now Mosea Passs .

A penel could ‘bé?ix,s"ed'shmirig the pioneer atart:ing o oross -

Mosoa Pass, with his team of horses, hosehold goods and family.

The Veshaped canyon could be siremn shown with the log cabin post-

. office, & -oobtomiood bordersd oresk to its lefts The period about -
< 2090s i Sagtafd d g el el Tty Rgdads N w1

. IE. naaded,a.bholo-and-rwhitepho;co of uo§e§ Pass can be supplied..

" The Trdian period will have o be drewn fram supposition

. with respoct to his attire and hebitss Folsom man, for exampls, was

L™

probebly e nomadic hunter, moving with the changes in season anc the
migration of gemes The Utes, as they fitted into the Great Sand Dunes

~
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