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Reviewed by Cassie Bergstrom, Assistant Professor, University of Northern Colorado on 
12/14/19 

Comprehensiveness rating: 4 see less 

The text covers a wide variety of topics typical to intro to educational psychology texts. The 
main topics of development, learning, student differences, motivation, classroom environment, 
and assessment are all covered in what I thought was appropriate depth. There were a few 
topics that I think could be more strongly emphasized, particularly related to how the brain 
works in the context of learning, information processing theory, and some additional cognitive 
topics. But I could also see these as topics that teachers could supplement. I did not see an 
index, but the table of contents is detailed and linked to the subtopics in the chapters. Each 
chapter has a list of “key terms” at the end (although they are not linked back to the area in the 
chapter). No overall index or glossary is present. 

Content Accuracy rating: 5 

I did not find any content that was inaccurate. There are many citations throughout the text 
that I was familiar with in the context of the topics being discussed. References are listed by 
chapter, so the content is supported by outside sources that students can access. I didn’t detect 
any biased coverage, most of the commentary speaks to how the topics are currently seen in 
the field of educational psychology. 

Relevance/Longevity rating: 4 

Overall, I do think the text is written broadly enough to be relevant for a number of years. 
Content in a few areas could be updated, as it is now at least 10 years old. There could 
definitely be more information on a few topics, for example the role of the brain in learning and 
memory, growth mindset, grit, autism spectrum, self-regulated learning, etc. These are topics 
that the field of ed psych has expanded on within the last decade. Other topics could be better 
positioned to reflect the general thinking in the field (ex. the content on Gardner's multiple 
intelligences could include more than one sentence of criticism…). I do think the text could be 
updated fairly easily, and would recommend the authors consider doing so within the next few 
years. 

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/educational-psychology
https://umanitoba.ca/libraries/


Clarity rating: 5 

I really enjoyed the writing style of this text. The authors wrote in a clear, but concise manner. 
They did a nice job blending their writing styles (as opposed to some texts that feel distinctly 
written by more than one person). Additionally, the terminology and topics are explained at a 
level that someone without a background in psychology could understand. There is lots of 
context for the new ideas and terminology. 

Consistency rating: 5 

The internal consistency of this text is strong. Each chapter has the same organization, 
beginning with a vignette/story and followed with a number of subsections on different topics. 
The terminology and framework seem to be consistent across all chapters. Additionally, the 
headings provided follow the same pattern in chapters, also aiding consistency. 

Modularity rating: 5 

There are many headings and subheadings in this text, dividing main ideas into smaller chunks 
that could be assigned. The text is not overly self-referential—but honestly I think a bit more 
reference would be helpful at some points (for example connecting the info on gifted learners 
with special needs, mentioning the focus on multicultural and anti-bias education within the 
chapter on diversity). I do think the chapters could be assigned in a variety of orders, and the 
many headings improve the modularity of this text. 

Organization/Structure/Flow rating: 5 

Yes, I think the topics presented in the chapters of the text flow logically, both across and 
within chapters. Providing the basis for learning up front (in Chapter 2) is a strength, as is 
following it with the information on development. Within each chapter, the topics logically 
follow one another, but not to the extent that assigning one chunk would disrupt the flow. 

Interface rating: 4 

Overall, I think the PDF of this text looks really good. The interface feels more streamlined than 
many published texts, as there are no boxes, unnecessary graphics, or other distractions. The 
addition of a few more hyperlinks within the text (to help navigate) would be beneficial. Since 
the text is a bit dated, there were a few links at the end of chapters that didn’t work for me—
which might confuse readers. I do wish the text was available in a format other than just a PDF. 
I have found it beneficial to provide the OER texts directly within the LMS, as opposed to linking 
out to another source. With the interface of a PDF, I believe this would be more difficult (I’m 
less likely to cut and paste PDF content, because of the formatting issues and needing to clean 
up the copy). 

Grammatical Errors rating: 5 

I found no grammatical errors in my reading of this text. 

Cultural Relevance rating: 5 



I didn’t detect any insensitivity or offensive handling of cultural issues within this text. The focus 
was often not on cultural diversity, and I think this could be improved. There is a full chapter on 
student diversity, but the section on culture is almost entirely devoted to language (while 
important, doesn’t encompass everything about culture). I did enjoy that the vignettes at the 
beginning of the chapters were authentic to the authors, but I think this could be an area that 
would benefit from including more diversity of representation (particularly the vignette at the 
beginning of Chapter 4…I’m not sure it’s the best way to speak to diversity). 

Comments 

I think this is a strong basic educational psychology text. The writing is clear and easy to read. If 
I was using this text, I would supplement it with a few topics that are either a bit dated or not 
covered in the text. But overall, I think it is a strong option for an intro to ed psych OER. 
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