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Leveraging ICPSR: 
Unveiling a Goldmine of Datasets for 

Graduate Research

University of Northern Colorado
April 4, 2024

Lynette Hoelter, ICPSR



Today’s Presentation
• Who/what is ICPSR?
• Finding and evaluating data
• Summer Program in Quantitative 

Methods
• Connecting with ICPSR
• Questions??
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Who or What is ICPSR?
• www.icpsr.umich.edu
• One of the world’s oldest and largest data 

archives for the social and behavioral 
sciences

• Founded in 1962
• 19,800 “studies” (one or more dataset)
• ~6,450,000 variables
• 113,000 data-related publications
• 820 member institutions

• Summer Program in Quantitative Methods 
of Social Research
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http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/
http://icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/


Why Use Secondary Data?
• Data collection is resource intensive and difficult to do well
• Good chance someone has already collected the data
• Existing data often provide larger, more representative samples, 

oversampling of small subpopulations, more questions
• Good stewardship of respondents’ participation and funding
• Get to the fun part of the work sooner!
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Data vs. Statistics
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• Statistics
• Numbers (e.g., percentages) you find in written documents or graphics and 

tables that accompany the reports
• Tell you what is in the data by summarizing patterns and doing calculations
• Are easily “digestible” and tell a story

• Data
• The underlying information on which those summaries are based
• Typically come from surveys, administrative records, transactions, or other 

sources 
• Requires some work to use



  

Statistics

Data
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What Can I Get at ICPSR? 
• Social and behavioral sciences, broadly defined

• Data about individuals (early childhood through elderly), institutions, 
and even horses and pig cartilage

• Time periods from ancient history (1194-1294) to the present
• Many disciplines covered

• Survey and other raw data types 
• Public and restricted-use data
• Additional data types:

• Images (e.g., brain scans)
• Qualitative data (unstructured interviews, videos)
• Social media
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/4364
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/28741
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/1238
https://socialmediaarchive.org/
https://socialmediaarchive.org/


Popular Data
• National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent to Adult Health (Add Health)
• Midlife in the United States (MIDUS) 
• India Human Development Survey (IHDS) 
• Health and Relationships Project
• Survey of Prison Inmates 
• Gender, Mental Illness, and Crime in the U.S. 
• Law Enforcement Management and Administrative Statistics (LEMAS)
• The Anatomical Tracings of Lesions after Stroke (ATLAS) 
• Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology Surveys (CPES) 
• Population Assessment of Tobacco and Health (PATH) Study 
• National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS)
• U.S. Transgender Survey (USTS)
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/21600
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/203
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/507
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/37404
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/70
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/27521
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/36164
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/36684
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/20240
https://https/www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/606
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/95
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/studies/37229


What You Typically Won’t Find
• Quick answers to “Google-type” questions
• Summary charts/tables of data
• Identifiable information about individuals or organizations
• Pure genetics, physics, engineering, or other natural science data
• Data to use in GIS or other mapping packages

University of Northern Colorado 4/4/24 9



What Makes ICPSR Unique? 
• Long history, focus on preservation
• Broad disciplinary coverage
• Pointers to data held elsewhere
• Curated and self-published studies
• Curated data:

• Well documented
• Study- and variable-level metadata
• Files formatted for R, SAS, SPSS, Stata, and (some) online analysis
• Recommended data citation

• Bibliography of Data-related Literature
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Show Me the Data!



ICPSR is Like a Library

Libraries: Lots of books, articles, etc.; grouped 
by type or topic; tools to find what you need; 
ways to access the item; success – a book to 
read! 

ICPSR: Lots of studies; grouped by type or topic; 
tools to find what you need; ways to access; 
success – data to analyze!
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Finding What You Need
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http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/


Basic Search
Useful Filters:
• Restriction Type 

(public/restricted)
• Data Format (statistical 

package, online analysis)
• Time Period
• Time Method 

(longitudinal/crossectional)

Curated only: “-openicpsr”
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Searches Everything
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If You Know You Want…

• Key variables (or questions for a new survey), start with Search/Compare 
Variables

• Searches variable name and labels, values and labels, and question text
• Displays frequencies, study title (and link), universe, and time period

• Data related to a publication, start with the Data-related Publications 
• Searches citation and abstract (if we have it) 
• Full-text tied to library resources
• Links back to data
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/ssvd/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/ssvd/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/ICPSR/citations/


Thematic Data Collections
• Best if you have 

interest in a 
broad topic
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Collections by Topic
• Children/Education 

• Child and Family Data Archive

• Community 
• National Archive of Data on Arts and Culture 
• National Neighborhood Data Archive
• Social Media Data Archive

• Criminal Justice 
• National Archive of Criminal Justice Data
• Firearm Safety Among Children and Teens

• Demography
• National Archive of Computerized Data on Aging
• Data Sharing for Demographic Research 
• Millennium Challenge Corporation
• Resource Center for Minority Data
• US Census Data Repository
• ResearchDataGov

• Health/Wellness
• Covid-19 Data Repository
• Health and Medical Care Archive
• National Addiction and HIV Data Archive Program 
• Patient-Centered Outcomes Data Repository 
• Social, Behavioral, & Economic COVID Coordinating Center
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https://www.childandfamilydataarchive.org/cfda/pages/cfda/index.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NADAC/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/ICPSR/series/1920
https://socialmediaarchive.org/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/NACJD/index.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/facts/index.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NACDA/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/DSDR/index.html
https://mcc.icpsr.umich.edu/
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/RCMD/
https://census.icpsr.umich.edu/census/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/appfed/index.html
https://www.openicpsr.org/openicpsr/covid19
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/content/HMCA/index.html
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/NAHDAP/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/pcodr/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sbeccc/
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/NACJD/


Once You Find Something
Interesting…



Standardized Descriptions
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Using One Study to Find Another

• Series
• Subject terms
• Publications list other data used with the focal data
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Codebook
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Please, please, 
please read me!!!! 
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Downloading
• Create Researcher 

Passport account or login
• Select dataset(s) from 

Data & Documentation 
Tab 

• Or download all public-use 
files at once 

• Agree to Terms of Use
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What’s in your download?
• Citation
• Metadata (study homepage)
• Terms of Use
• Data in selected format
• Codebook and any other documentation



Restricted Data
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Why and How of Restricted Data
• Why are they restricted

• Potential disclosure risks
• Detail in variables necessary for 

analysis but not amenable to 
public use

• Sensitive topics

• How to get it
• Application listing personnel, project 

ideas, reason for need of restricted file
• RDUA signed by university 

representative
• IRB approval
• Mechanisms:

• Encrypted download
• Requires data security plan

• Virtual data enclave
• Physical data enclave
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Learning with ICPSR



Summer Program in Quantitative Methods 
of Social Research

University of Northern Colorado 4/4/24 35

• Registration 

• Overview of the 2024 

Program (Webinar)

• Scholarship opportunities

• YouTube channel

• Networking

• Blalock Lectures

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/registration.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/sumprog/cms/5232
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/sumprog/cms/5232
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/scholarships/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgQWgr9Np3SKx54T_0hbo-Q


  

Short Courses: $1,600-$1,800 tuition 
(members) 
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https://web.cvent.com/event/6a962cf4-05e7-45fb-8f6f-eafe8c67ce53/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/6a962cf4-05e7-45fb-8f6f-eafe8c67ce53/websitePage:63f70340-2bfa-4eed-b92d-b30aabf5b24d


Example Course Offerings
• 3-week courses

• Advanced Multivariate Methods: Relations among Multiple 
Dependent and Independent Variables

• Machine Learning: Applications in Social Science Research
• Network Analysis
• Panel Data and Longitudinal Analysis
• Race, Ethnicity, and Quantitative Methods
• Statistics and Data Analysis

• Short workshops 
• Images as Data: Mixed Qualitative and Quantitative Methods
• Exploring and Analyzing Monitoring the Future Data
• Introduction to Statistical Machine Learning
• Group-based Trajectory Modeling for the Medical and Social 

Sciences
• Interactive Visualization, Dashboards, and Apps with R and 

Shiny
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/sumprog/courses/three-week-sessions.html
https://custom.cvent.com/20B21B22E235478DB8E401FD67B8AAC7/files/event/6a962cf405e745fb8f6feafe8c67ce53/372b7bfdc9c14810ac337d23b4034edb.pdf


Student Resources
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/instructors/How_to_Read_a_Journal_Article.pdf
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/files/instructors/InterpretingSPSSOutput2016.pdf
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/instructors/fellow/


Connecting with ICPSR



    

• ICPSR Email Announcements 
• YouTube channel full of goodies
• Data Brunch podcast
• Other social media

• Facebook
• X (Twitter)
• Instagram
• LinkedIn
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https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/about/lists/icpsr-announce.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/icpsrweb
https://myumi.ch/ICPSRDataBrunch
https://www.facebook.com/pages/ICPSR/43191688396
https://www.twitter.com/#!/icpsr
https://www.instagram.com/theicpsr/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ICPSR
https://myumi.ch/ICPSRDataBrunch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iwDORbFgloU&list=PLqC9lrhW1VvZzPqtn5nbiy_c296C1Wf6y&pp=iAQB


Questions??



Thank You!
Phone:  734-647-2200

Website: www.icpsr.umich.edu

Email: icpsr-help@umich.edu

Lynette Hoelter (lhoelter@umich.edu)

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
mailto:icpsr-help@umich.edu
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