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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washington
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October 17, 1941

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE MUSEUM AND OTHER INTERPRETIVE DEVELOFPMENT
AT COLORADO NATIONAL LONUHﬂNT BLACK CANYON OF THE GUNNISON
HAIIQQAL_MJNUM ‘NT AND BREAT oAND DUNES NATIONAL MONUMENT

BY
DORR G, YRAGER
Assistant Chief, Museum Dividion

The three above-mentioned areas are under the coordination of the
Superintendent of Mesa Verde National Park. They were visited in compamgy
with the Superintendent and Park Naturalist during the latter part of
September 1941. The following recommendations regarding museum and other
interpretive development are based on obervations and discussions during
this trip.

COLORADO HNATIONAL MONUMFNT: The interpretive story at this Monument
is primarily geological, The situation of the monument, high above Grand
Valley through which flows the Colorado River, the deeply eroded red
sandstone canyons and monoliths, the tilting s¥4ta, the Great Hiatus and
the fault escarpment ané features which approach the spectacular and which
arouse the interest and admiration of visitors, There are paleontological
remains which will be discussed later; there are bison on the Monument,
and there ax is other wildlife including elk and deer, but structural
geology stands mmki out above all else as the principal story.

The Master Plan plaves the museum building on the site of the present
CCC camp. From this point, situated on the rim of one of the canyons, the
visitor has a fair view, but it is blocked by a rock wall which juts out
into the canyon directly opposlte the site. Another objection to the: pro-
poded loéation is that it is within a stone's throw of the residential
area. The selection of a site farther down the road, and on -higher ground
is recommended. There are several such locations available, which would
not only increase the view of the canyon by 60 per cent but would also
offer an outlook to the side of the Monument where the Colorado River winds
down through the broad flat Valley. In additioh, Crand Mesa said to be
the largest flat~topped mountain in the world would be visible. A new site
would further remove the museum from the residential area and place it in
closer proximity to the campground.

It would seem entirely logical for the museum and the administration
building to be combined as a single unit. A separate office for the
custodian should be unnecessary since the area will probably never have
a full-time naturalist and such work will be carried on by a temprary

Banger-naturalist,



There is a feeling among certain local residents, that, because
#inosaur remains have been found, the principal story should be paleon=-
tological, This is, perhaps, natural since dinosaurs appear much more
impressive and interesting to the local population than fault scarps and
erosional features. The principal proponent of featuring dinosaurs is
a Mr, Al, Look, himself an amateur scientist. Mr., Look is so enthusiastic
over the matier that he is anxious bo have life-size concret casts of
dinosaurs made and placed about the monument.

The Riggs Hill addition consists of approximately 190 acres, a
detached section slightly removed from the monument proper. Here the rield
Museun has done soize excavating for dinosaurs but, due to certsin misunder-
standings witnh local groups, the digging stopped and the three skeletons un-—
earthed were not removed. The Riggs Hill Area has been acquired by the Hation-
al Park Service, Lhe skeletons have been covered with rocks as a protective
measure,and the area about them has been fenced.

The Riggs Hill Addition is interesting and has sood interpretive
possibilities. Protection of thie detached sectton will alwags be a
Problem, but it is suggested that, as a part of the museum program, a
structure be erected over the three skeletons which «re expo:ed and inter-
pretive devices installed. It will be necessary to run electricity from
the road, a distance .{ less tha a quarter of a wile, in order to prop-
erly illuminate these exhibits in place.

No additional exhibits of dinosaurs are recommended for this monument
since the logical place to tell this story is Binosaur National MYonument,
less than a hundred miles o the northwest,and sincc paleontology is given a
prominent place in the Scotts Bluff Museum, MNebraska.

There are numerous collections in and about Grand Junction which can
probably be acquired for a National Park Bervice Museum. ¥"hile there are
dom8 good historical objects, most of-the collections comsist of taleonto-
logical specimens, and, if obtained,’should probably be placed in study
collections. It is highly important that the museum accessions policy be
strictly adhered to in & accepting donations in this area. Among the largest
of these collections is now on display at the Grand Junction Chamber of
Conmerce.

Some time ago, the local Lions "lub had constmucted and donated to
the Teachers' College at Grand Junction, a number of wooden museum cases.
Rapid expension of the school has made the placement of these cares sone-
what of a problem and the institation is anxious to donate them to the
National Park Service if and when a museum is constructed. I had sccasion
to examine these cases and do nbb recommend their acceptance. They are of peor
construction, awkward design and far from being dustproof.



BLACK CANYON OF THE GUNNISON NATTIONAL MONUMYNT: Here again the story
is primarily geological. However, this is in the heart of the Ute Indian
country and is the best—situated Service ares to tell the story of the Utes.
The amount off space devoted to the Indians will depend largely upon the
acquisition of the McKee collection of Ute items. This collection was to have
been willed to lesa Verde National Pirk by the owner. The sonfyas one of the
executors of the estate and, since he was rot on especially good terms with
the National Park Serwice, the collection was newer received. The matter is
being quietly investigated at the present time. Meanwhile a portion of the
collection containing some excellent leather work, is orjdisplay in a motion
picture theatre at lontrose, Colorado. If this exhibit iI's obtained, it will

alter interpretive plnns at this point insofar as an additional room should
be constructed on the museum to tell the Indian story,

~ While the Noth Rim of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison is probably
the more spectacular,s it enjoys but 30 per cent of the travel to the
monument It is suggested, therefore, that exhibit: on'this rim be limited
to two or three exhibits placed on good vantage points along the road,

No museum site on the South Rim wasydiscussed since I was not akle
to reach the rim due to an impassable approach road. It is suggested, how-
ever, that an attractive unabtrusive building be constructed on the South
Rim and taht it follow the plan »f Yavapi Station at Grand Cunyon and Sinnott
¥emorial at Crater Lake in that it include a roofed observation platform with
a parapet. On the parapet should be mounted pointers and field glasses while
weather—proof illuminated boxes should be set into the parapet to contain
explanatory material. A fine story of dike intursions and of erosion can be
explained from the rim. Behind the observation platform would open the exhibit
room or rooms, depending upon the extent of the story to be tokd here . If the
Ute story is not taken up at this momument, prohably one good-sized room
woitld be sufficient.

GREAT SAND DUNFES NATIONAL MONUMENT: Since the story of sznd dunes
has been exhaustivly told at White Sands National Monument, it is not re-
commended that any extensive museum development be undertaken at this point.
It is felt that the stdry can be handled adequately by the large trailside

exhiblto,P0331bly nyn shaped in order to give maximum exhibit space, placed
at some strategic polnt in the area,

It is felt that ruseum planning here sould be held in obeyance pend-
ing further scientific 1nveot1"a§10n of the areca. Folsom material has been
found just outside the boundaries of the area. If further work reveals Folsom

materizl aatually on the monument it would seem highly desireble to play
up this angle since it will be the only National Park Service area upon which
such material appears




The location of Folsom material; then, shoukd dictate fubure
museum developement at (reat Sand Dunes National Monument., If it is
found, museum space should definittely be provided. This space right
well be one or two rooms in combination with the administration building
which will be located neap the operator's development and the campgrounds
Such an exhibit would then, of course, include material on Folsom Man, on
the dunes themselves, and on such other features of interest as may be taken

in by the preposed #nlargement of the area which will add a pertion of the
Sangre de Cristes,

If Folsom material is not located, an exhibit, as indicated above,
should be sufficient to tell the story of the dunes.

Assistant Chief, Museum Division

cc: Mesa Verde Nationsl Park

Region Three
Western Museum Labratories,

331 Hilgard Hall, Berkeley,
Californis.
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