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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION THREE
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

o Harch 18, 1942.
. )‘
,\/‘"

MDMORANDUH for the Director.

Fuller information than previously available here on physiographic,
trensportation, and archeological conditions in the Yampa Biver Canyon
has been received in letters from Charles Scoggin, archoologist of the
University of Colorado Museum, dated Pebruary 23, from Superintendent
Canfield, Coordinating Superintendent, dated Fsbruary 24, and others,
and through review of a report by Hr. Seoggin on his archeological
reconnaissance survey in the area covering the eastera section of Dino-
gaur Hational Momument. Kr. Scoggin's hnowledge of the country gener—
ally, amd its archeologlcal sites ecpecially, have proven of greatest
halp to ua. :

In the light of new informetion from these and other sources, and
areal extension of the survey beyond the inmitially stated objestive, a
supplementapry statement appears necossary to clarify all plamning, etc.

In your memorandum to me of December 10, it is steted that the Bur-
ean of Heclamation suggests the immediate conduct of imvestigations
"along Yampn Biver from its confluence with ths Green River, upstraean
to approximately Jueiper Springs", apparently the area to be {inundated
on Yampa River by future construction of the proposed Echo Park Dam on
Green Biver, just below the Yampa confluence. Pursuant to oy requsat,
Investigating Engloeer B. G. Nielsen, of the Burean of Reclamation,
stated that his "best guess® as to maxirmm water level of the roservoir
would be elsvation 5500, This maximum water level on Yempa River esteb-
lished for us the approxisate area for survey Ze

The head weter of a reservoir Ampoundsd to the 5500 feet contour
would still the flow of Yompa River in its canyon area within Bange 101
W, om the basis of the photostatic copy of the advance proliminary topo-
graphic mep sont me by the Jervice, or come 12 miles west of tho east
boundary of Dinogsup on the Yampa, presumably the jower end of Lily Park
where we proposed to embark by beasts.

tp, Prederick Law Olmeted's lettor to Neil Butterfield of March 6,
commenting on Mr, Buttorficld's momorandum to ms of March &, aske if ha



olseuhere had made clear to me that Hr. Cebler of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, st the jodnt Denver meeting im the fall of 1941, “rather definitely
requested of us orally the archeolegical exploration of the site of pros=—
peobive Juniper Reservoir on the Yampa.* Sinoce no instructions reference
gurvey of the area of the proposed Juniper lountain Dam had been received,
I wrote Yr. Debler under date of March 17 requesting the exact location
of the dam, and the meximum elsvation of its wasteway, so that the area
of this additionsl survey may be envisioned and plotted on existing maps

fOT SUrvoy purposes.

In view of the above information, Reed and I will abandon the pro-
vious plan of surveying the Yempa Piver upstream from Lily FPark, outside
of the monument area, %o Juniper Springs, vhich, I believe, is oclesely
adjasent to the Juniper lfountain dam site, but will plan on surveying
the area of the Jumiper lountain Reservolr, further upstreanm and avay
from tho monument area, if you so instruct us. '

Sinee the soho Park Dam on Green River will also back water up
through Lodore Canyon and Brown's Ferk to coue distance porthward of
the north boundery of Dinossur National Wemmont on Grecn River, and
{nundate archeological oites lying below the maximum capacity lsve) of
1t reservolr, Supsrintendent Canficld in his memorandum to me of Fabruw~
ary 24 bos suggested the dosirability, and atbtendant difficultics, of
surveylng at least principal krownsites on the Ureen River arca of the
future reservoir.

Survey in this area, as Superintendent Canfield bas stated, will be
diffioult and slow and will vory considerably extend the isitial esbi~
mabe of time and expense for the Yampa Survsy alone. 4 river boat with
cutboard motor can proceed not to oxceed 4 ov 5 adles wp ledore Canyon
£rom the conflusnee, and the Arowun's Park area apparently praseats no
particular difficultios. Bub the upper and intervening 15 miles of
Iadﬁ-; Ganyon is veory deep, the water is fast and tumultuous in its
rap I

One of its rapids, £rem which there is no alternate bty-pasa, so 1
am informsd, has crackad yp soveral boats, even of the compartmented,
eataract type, and defeatod soveral oxpeditions, Norman Nevills has
conducted seversl partien through swocestfully. Xa the fall of 1939,
at his acchorage at Jongen, Z. O. ke 2ue, now with the Aray Saglneer
Covps, and I talked vith Bupe lolmstrom, tow boatman for tho Buresu of
Reolamation at the 3ridge Canyon dam sibte, following 1ike employment
with Enginder Hiolsen ot Foho Pork, He wac then preparing to continus
to Douldor Dem with Amos Burg, 8 famous ¢olor photographer, in two boats,



the third boat having been lost in this bad rapid in Upper Ledore.
Burg picked up its navigator in his boat below the rapdds. 4llegedly,
he was so shaken by the inecident that he left tho expedition forthwith

on arriving at Jensen.

that are your vishes with respeset to the conduest of the survey on
the Creen River arm of a potential future reservoir?

In his memorandum to you of February 24, Superintendent Janficld
recommended the inclusion of Charles Scoggin by Reed and me, beolioving
our work would bo smoh facilitated by reason of his prier roconnailssance
and $nvostigations in the Yampa area, and subsequent rescarch at the
Upivorsity fuseum. Reed and Y had anticipated this suggestion of
Canficlds!, offering to meet his subsistence expense personslly on the
trip should other means of remunerative employment not be possible.

This tender is still open.

Contypary to Supsrintendeat Canficld's statement of availability,
howevey, ¥r. Scoggin informed me, with deep regret, that as far as he
could envicion conditions in the future, military service and comple-
tion of his final archeological report on excavations in the Castle
Vallay section of Dinosaur Hational Monument would preelude his parti-
eipation, much as he desired to accompany us., Copy of his pertinent
lottor to me of Harch 1 is attachsd.

Pursuant to Mr, 300ggin’s information, later also suggested by
Superintendent Canfield, I wrote to i, Bus Hatch of Vernal, Utah, on
the same basis I did to Horman Nevills, reforenee furnishing boat ser-
vice for us on Yampe fdver down stream from Lily Park. Zngineep
Riolgen, of the Bureau of Aeclamation, wrote that Hateh was apparently
a woll=to-do buillding contrastor, that boating on the rivaer was a
hobby, and his sorvices and boat equipment warye probably not avatlable
on a commorcial basis. lHevills commends him highly, and wrote that hise
own quototion waa to be disregarded, should Hateoh be available %o us,
as he couldn’t compets from a distancs of four hundred or more miles
with one 1living closely adjacent the seotion of the rivers we proposed
to navigate. Copy of lip, Hateh's letter and bid of Harch 9 iz attached.
I am cubmitting rogulation bid forms for Mp. Eatoh's execution.

The agoeptance of the Hatch bid reduces the cogt under ay origimal
estimate for the hire of a single bost end carsman by 3130, but agalnst
shis saving on boat hire must be meagured the cost and tire involved in
additionally survoying the Juniper tiountaln Reservoir area, and the
slowest and most dAifficult Green River area above the confluonce for



which, at pressat, I am without information to estimste the cost in
time, boat, or horse hire, or to suggest the most feasible and cconom~
jocal method.

Proper information will be sought on receiving from you a statement
of your desires in the cituations discussed above which were mot contem=

plated in dnitial planning.

Roglonal Director Merriam has advised that Region Two will appre-
ciate any pertinent informotion on the area, but plans no participation
of its technicel staff. Supordntendent Canfleld, in his msmorandum to
me of Fobruavy 24, assumes that Custoedian Eateliff will accompany uas,
If Hatoh's beat will accommodate four persons at the stago of water
we propose to travel, aad Scoggin is definitely removed from consid=
oration, we will welcome his partieipation.

Juoey L iduoe auad
Senior Areheologist.

Enel. 2373271,
cot Supt. Canfield, with co Hatch's letter.
Begion Two,.



UNITED STATES &%%ﬂ%,
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
i bl

WASHINGTON

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

April 29, 1942,

AIR MAIL
MEMORANDUM for the Regional Director, Region Three.

We find that Mr. Nusbaum's memorandum of March 18, copy attach-
ed, regarding the forthcoming archeological field work in the Dinosaur
National Monument region has inadvertently gone unanswered.

In view of lir. Nusbaum's inability to carry on the above mention-
ed archeological work because of his assignment to lMesa Verde, it is
desirable to make changes in the handling of the survey work, as out-
lined in our telegram of April 23.

Mr. Nusbaum has in his files a complete list of all the reservoir
sites, together with up-to-date information on locations, elevations,
etc., which, together with other special data he may have on the sub-
ject, should be loaned to Mr. Olcott and Mr. Reed. At least all per-
tinent material not now in Regional Headquarters files should be so
loaned, so there will be no gaps in the information of lr. Olcott,

Mr. Reed, et al. who are responsible for completion of the assignment.

Mr. Reed should be relieved from the Mancos Canyon archeological
work in sufficient time to permit his carrying on as chief of party
for the archeological survey of the Dinosaur National Monument region.
The archeological work at Mancos Canyon should be taken over by Mr.
Nusbaum.

In view of the questions raised in Mr. Nusbaum's memorandum of
March 18, we wish to summarize the plan of action for the Dinosaur
survey as we see it. Last fall, when Mr. Olmsted and Mr. Butterfield
talked with Mr. Debler in Denver at the end of their visit in the
Colorado River Basin, Mr. Debler stated that he hoped the Yampa River,
from the junction of Green River up to and including the Juniper
Reservoir site, would be included in the archeological survey of pos-
sible reservoirs. If possible, Mr. Debler's wishes should be met.

ihen Messrs. Olmsted, Butterfield, and Howard Baker visited the
Dinosaur region last fall they found that it is practicable to travel
the Yampa River from about Lily Park to its confluence with the Green
River; also, that the Green River can be traveled upstream for about
5 miles from the mouth of the Yampa, thence down the Green River to
Jensen, Utah. They found that the local practice, with regard to
points farther upstream, is to go around to the north side of the mon-
ument and hire the boat and operator who lives on the east bank of the



river just inside the monument boundary. This facilitates a rea-
sonably easy round trip down to the repids, which point is about

12 miles above the place reached on the upstream trip from the

mouth of the Yampa. Thus it appears thet travel by boat is feasi-
ble throughout most of the area to be seen along the rivers. Travel
by car and on foot, or possibly by saddle, is feasible for the
country between Lily Park and the upper reaches of the Juniper
Reservoir area, and for the Browns Park country north of the monu-

ment boundary.

Of course, no one should underteke a boat trip in lLodore Can-
yon, or in any other waters, that would entzail great personal risk,
much time for special arrangements, eguipment, etc. What is needed
is a general preliminary reconnaissance to show enough of the na-
ture and extent of archeological considerations in the various res-
ervoir possibilities so that something can be said on the subject
from the standpoint of possible water control projects, and as a
start toward arranging for specific site investigations later on,
if any are needed. If some places, such as the bad part of Lodore
Canyon, must be left out for the time being because of physical
difficulties, or even altogether, as we have fully realized might
be the case, the party will still obtain, we should think, a sat-
isfactorily comprehensive picture of the archeological significance
of the region for our present purposes in dealing with the Bureau
of Reclamation.,

This communication is written in detail because of Mr. Nusbaum's
assignment to Mesa Verde before completion of all arrangements for
the archeological survey, and because his memorandum of March 18
shows some little doubt as to just what is expected. Perhaps this
will be helpful in clerifying the approach to the project.

c/ﬁz £SO
7

Director.
Enclosure 2365397,
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VEMORANDHM for bthe Senior Archeologist, ]-4 ) /’ /-Vj‘?
Aegior Three Hoadqusrters. v [ A

Further referense is made to the a.rehealog&eai ;ﬁudiea of the
Piposaur National Sanument reglon.

inelosed for your information iz & photostat copy of the pen-
eiled field sheetz showing the topography of the linssaur Xatlonal
sonument Ly She United Stales Geologleal Survey.

Also enclosed is » tabulation econcerning the three posaible
dam sites uhich would affect the Dinosaur National Monument, [This
information was outlined orally %o Mr, Olusted and the writer by
Mr. Debler last fall. The mileage {igures refer to the river sur-
veys, ond indicate the length of reservolrs, and the alevations
refer to the areas Lo be flooded, and, of course, the height of
stractures.

Nr. bebler explajued that thie informailon ie mot final but ab
this tiae appesrs o be the most fessible ulbtimate dovelopment of
the Oreen and Yamps Rivers in the Uinosaur reglon. It was espha-
sized % us that of the three dam sites the Echo Park probabdly would
be first in priority. By checidng the river surveys you will notice
that it is possible for the U¢ho Park Dam site to back water wp a
considersble distance Leyond the norbh boundary of the senument.
Your reconnaissance should, of course, cover the ares north of the
wonument, as well as the readily accessible portion of the Ureen
River in this same vielnity.

(Db bl Ao BUTTREY Liskdd

Manager aand Hesearch Aswsoeiunte,
Enclosure 2365336, Golerads Hiver llecreational Survey.

8ot Reglon Two w/e of tabulation
Supt., Canfield, Rooky Mountain N, P," " "
teglon Three non o
¥r. Oloott, Reglon Three won "
Lustodian £, Dinesaur N. M. " "
r. Olasted H W "

Elkton, daryland

" "



BUREAU OF RBCLAMATION ESTIMATES OF RESERVOIRS ON THE
GREBN AND YAMPA RIVERS AFFECTING DINOSAUR HATIONAL
HOMUMENT, :

1. Echo Park Dan Site

Gre ver -~

#ileage 221 to 280
Elovation 5045 to 5500 foct.

p'¢ or -

Xleage O to 38-
tlevation 5045 to 5500 fect.

2e Sglit Moanggm Ham Site
Grogn Rivep -

tilleage 2004 to 222~
Hlevation 4785 to 5045 feet.

3. Dinogaur Dam Site

Hileage 190 + to 200 ¢
Elevation 4738 to 4788 fect.
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