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reservoir east of C
rested B

ulle and also 
hurl the ability of a M

ontrose group lo 
construct a hydroelectric project, som

e of
ficials said

. 
In an attem

p
t lo help w

ildlife in 
the 

speclacular rlv<'t canyon. park officials 
fonnally asked the U

.S. B
ureau ol R

ecla
m

ation this w
eek to release m

ore w
ater in 

t.t-R
 spri.ng fro

m
 I.he state's largest lake, 

dow
nstream

 ol the 12-m
ile-long national 

m
onum

ent in southw
estern Colorado. 

"W
e believe this w

ill enab
le us to

 pro· 
lect the resources of the m

onum
ent," sa

id 
Superintendent John W

elch. 
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the m

ore than 
340 facilities in 

the 
national park system
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ater rights. T
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lack C
anyon 
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But, the change likely w
ould help w

hite
w

ater rafters and rare fish populations 

R
iverflow

 
proposal 
raises fear 
W

A'JER from
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age 1B
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nature of,a 20, 700-acre ecosystem
 

that now
 sudvives at the m

ercy of five 
upstream

 d~m
s.' 

R
ight now

, the B
ureau of R

eclam
a

tion, w
hich ow

ns all five dam
s, prom


ises to release only enough w

ater to 
sustain a shallow

 river w
ith a teem


ing trout population. 

B
ut national park officials now

 are 
asking for m

ore w
ater -

enough for 
an annual springtim

e flood flow
 that 

w
ill flush out silt and guarantee sce

nic w
aterfalls in the 2,000-foot chasm

. 
Federal officials refused to reveal 

the exact am
ount of w

ater being re
quested in the proposed contract w

ith 
the B

ureau of R
eclam

ation, noting 
that the issue is the subject of litiga
tion. 

"The bureau now
 has an inform

al 
pact to give the B

lack C
anyon 300 cu

bic feet of w
ater each second. T

hat's 
about 192 m

illion gallons per day, or 
enough to support 2,400 new

 m
etro

area residents for a year. 
H

ow
ever, the B

lack C
anyon is ask

ing for w
ater flow

s that 
in a year 

w
ith a typical enow

pack, ~ould guar-
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ater flow

s on the G
unnison R

iver through the 
Blad< C

anyon could ensure recreation oppqrtunities in the area but reduC
e w

ater 
supplies to several proposed w

ater projectS
'. 
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antee springtim
e releases of 

m
ore 

than 1,800 cubic feet per second. E
ach 

day 
of 

those 
flood 

flow
s 

w
ould 

be 
enough w

ater to supply the annual 
needs of 14,400 new

 m
etro-area resi

dents. 
A

ny extra w
ater for the B

lack C
an

yon is likely to com
e from

 som
eone 

else. B
ecause federal officials w

on't 

The D
enver P

ost / B
ruce G

aut 

provide exact flow
 proposals for the 

B
lack C

anyon, it's unclear w
hat effect 

the plan w
ill have on A

rapahoe C
oun

ty's proposed U
nion P

ark R
eservoir. 

or on the proposed A
B L

ateral hydro
electric project in M

ontrose. 
N

ational P
ark Service officials said 

public hearings likely w
ould 

b
e held 

before any plan is form
ally approved. 
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