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Outcomes

• Understand the value of researcher 
profiles and IDs

• Recognize where information about your 
work and career might appear online 

• Formulate a plan for managing profiles



What is a 
researcher 
profile or ID?



Terminology

• ID/Identifier – Unique numeric or alphanumeric sequence 
assigned to an individual

• Profile – A public record that displays the activity of a single 
individual

• Author – May indicate that the profile primarily focuses on 
publications

• Researcher – May indicate that the profile is more holistic 
(including education/employment history, grants, peer review 
or editorial activity, awards, etc.)



Purpose

• Disambiguation

• Networking

• Impact

• Promotion

• Tracking

• Access



Features
What Can They Do?

Activity Tracking

Integrations

Linking

Profile Picture

Follow Scholars

Messaging

Full Text

Impact Metrics



Examples
ORCID | WoS | Google Scholar | Linkedin



ORCID
• Non-profit, free, open

• Popular with publishers and funders

• Integrations with other platforms and 
systems

• Control visibility

• ORCID for Researchers 

Example Profile:
Sofia Maria Hernandez Garcia
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5727-2427

https://info.orcid.org/researchers/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5727-2427
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5727-2427
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5727-2427


Google Scholar Profiles
• Content collected automatically

• Limited activity and content types

• Citation counts

• High use and visibility

• Google Scholar Profiles (help & setup) 

Example Profile:
Albert Einstein
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=qc6
CJjYAAAAJ&hl

https://scholar.google.com/intl/en/scholar/citations.html
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=qc6CJjYAAAAJ&hl
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=qc6CJjYAAAAJ&hl
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=qc6CJjYAAAAJ&hl
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=qc6CJjYAAAAJ&hl


WoS Researcher Profiles
• ResearcherID (replaces Publons)

• Author records automatically 
generated (claimed or unclaimed)

• Free version, subscription database

• About Web of Science Researcher 
Profiles 

Example Profile:
Yansui Liu
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/r
ecord/L-7289-2019

https://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/wos-researcher-profile.html
https://webofscience.help.clarivate.com/en-us/Content/wos-researcher-profile.html
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/L-7289-2019
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/record/L-7289-2019
https://www-webofscience-com.unco.idm.oclc.org/wos/author/record/164580
https://www-webofscience-com.unco.idm.oclc.org/wos/author/record/164580


Linkedin
• Broader community, well known

• Potential to be more comprehensive

• Control visibility

• What is LinkedIn and how can I use it? 

Example Profile:
Temi Lydia Leshoro
https://www.linkedin.com/in/temi-lydia-
leshoro-ph-d-economics-wits-1190252 

https://www.linkedin.com/help/linkedin/answer/a548441
https://www.linkedin.com/in/temi-lydia-leshoro-ph-d-economics-wits-1190252
https://www.linkedin.com/in/temi-lydia-leshoro-ph-d-economics-wits-1190252
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5727-2427
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5727-2427


Comparison of Profiles

Profile Unique Identifier Automatically 
Created

Comprehensive 
Potential

ORCID   
Google Scholar   
Web of Science   

LinkedIn   



Other Profiles & IDs

• Scopus (Mendeley)
• Kudos
• SciENcv
• SciProfiles
• Humanities Commons
• Impactstory
• Institutional Profiles
• Professional 

Associations/Organizations
• Personal Websites
• Amazon author page

https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/11212/supporthub/scopus/
https://info.growkudos.com/landing/researchers-2023
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sciencv/
https://sciprofiles.com/
https://hcommons.org/
https://profiles.impactstory.org/


What about 
Academia or 
ResearchGate?



Academic Social Networking

For-profit networking sites for researchers and academics

Subscription fees for full functionality

Spam, Privacy Policies

While a solution to full-text access,
Copyright concerns

Not a long-term preservation solution



Other Access & 
Preservation Options

• Look for repositories with 
preservation policies and other 
policies that support authors and 
their work

• See our guide, Preserving Your Work

• Check journal policies using Sherpa 
Romeo

• Talk to a librarian

https://digscholarship.unco.edu/
https://libguides.unco.edu/promoteandpreserve/preserve
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Your 
Professional 
Presence



Goals
What’s the Right Fit for You?

Accuracy

Highlight

Comprehensive



Getting Started, Part 1

• ORCID

• Search for your name (and variations) 
online – be sure to use an incognito or 
private browser

• Search for colleagues/peers and track 
which profiles are most common and 
most complete



Getting Started, Part 2

• Prioritize which platforms you’ll focus on 
and how complete you want them to be

• Claim existing profiles

• Clean up inaccuracies, merge duplicates

• Link between profiles



Maintenance

• Regular check-ins
• Bookmark websites
• Save credentials



Thank you
Questions?

Nicole Webber, Scholarly Communication Librarian
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4622-3237

nicole.webber@unco.edu
University of Northern Colorado

“Researcher Profiles and IDs” © 2024 by Nicole Webber is licensed under CC BY 4.0

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4622-3237
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4622-3237
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Additional Tools & Further Reading

• University of Auckland. ResearchHub. https://research-hub.auckland.ac.nz/subhub/researcher-profiles-and-ids

• Tulane University Libraries. Scholarly Identity: A Guide. https://libguides.tulane.edu/scholarlyidentity 

• jobs.ac.uk. Digital Identity Health Check for Academics. 
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/media/pdf/careers/resources/digital-identity-health-check-for-academics.pdf 

• Gasparyan AY, Nurmashev B, Yessirkepov M, Endovitskiy DA, Voronov AA, & Kitas GD. Researcher and Author 
Profiles: Opportunities, Advantages, and Limitations. J Korean Med Sci. 2017 Nov;32(11):1749-1756. 
https://doi.org/10.3346/jkms.2017.32.11.1749. PMID: 28960025; PMCID: PMC5639053.

• Misra DP, & Ravindran V. Researcher, Author and Reviewer Profiles. Journal of the Royal College of Physicians 
of Edinburgh. 2022;52(4):282-284. https://doi.org/10.1177/14782715221139591

• Ellson S. LinkedIn for Academics, Professors, Adjuncts, Lecturers, Instructors, School Teachers, 
Educators, Tutors, Researchers, Deans and Vice Chancellors. 2020 Mar. 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/linkedin-academics-professors-adjuncts-lecturers-school-sue-ellson/ 

https://research-hub.auckland.ac.nz/subhub/researcher-profiles-and-ids
https://libguides.tulane.edu/scholarlyidentity
https://www.jobs.ac.uk/media/pdf/careers/resources/digital-identity-health-check-for-academics.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3346/jkms.2017.32.11.1749
https://doi.org/10.1177/14782715221139591
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/linkedin-academics-professors-adjuncts-lecturers-school-sue-ellson/


Image Credits
Pedestrians image by Brian Merrill from Pixabay

Tea image by gate74 from Pixabay

Paint chips photo by Peter Olexa: https://www.pexels.com/photo/palette-of-colors-
14299950/

Social media app image by Thomas Ulrich from Pixabay

Resume photo by cottonbro studio from Pexels: 
https://www.pexels.com/photo/person-holding-black-ipad-with-black-case-5989925/ 

Puzzle photo by M. Sovran Wolfe : https://www.pexels.com/photo/puzzle-pieces-on-a-
white-surface-8568562/

Puzzle photo by Zehra Karadeniz from Pexels: https://www.pexels.com/photo/partly-
assembled-pieces-of-a-jigsaw-puzzle-18556476/

https://pixabay.com/users/b_me-342327/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=400811
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=400811
https://pixabay.com/users/gate74-5942741/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2519551
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=2519551
https://www.pexels.com/photo/palette-of-colors-14299950/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/palette-of-colors-14299950/
https://pixabay.com/users/lobostudiohamburg-13838/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3113279
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3113279
https://www.pexels.com/photo/person-holding-black-ipad-with-black-case-5989925/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/puzzle-pieces-on-a-white-surface-8568562/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/puzzle-pieces-on-a-white-surface-8568562/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/partly-assembled-pieces-of-a-jigsaw-puzzle-18556476/
https://www.pexels.com/photo/partly-assembled-pieces-of-a-jigsaw-puzzle-18556476/

	Researcher Profiles and IDs: Taking Control of Your Online Identity
	Recommended Citation

	Researcher Profiles & IDs
	Issues with Researcher Identification
	Issues with Researcher Identification
	Outcomes
	What is a researcher profile or ID?
	Terminology
	Purpose
	Features
	Examples�ORCID | WoS | Google Scholar | Linkedin
	ORCID
	Google Scholar Profiles
	WoS Researcher Profiles
	Linkedin
	Comparison of Profiles
	Other Profiles & IDs
	What about Academia or ResearchGate?
	Academic Social Networking
	Other Access & Preservation Options
	Your Professional Presence
	Goals
	Getting Started, Part 1
	Getting Started, Part 2
	Maintenance
	Thank you
	Additional Tools & Further Reading
	Image Credits

