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Fort Worth, Texas.

July 21, 1942.

Harold L. Ickes, Sec.
U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you to request a very unusual favor of you and
your department and also the National Park Service. You may think I
am & bit eccentric and the request very, shall we say, silly, but
i1t isnt at all silly if you look at it in the right manner.

Here is my request: Upon my death I would not rather be burled
anywhere except in the Colorado National Monument at Grand Junction,
Colorado. I want to be buried in the circle in front of the park
headquarters and the head Ranger's home near the rim of Monument
Canyon.,

There is my request of your department. I know it may sound
strange to you but it is a wonderful dream that I wish would come
true. I worked in the monument for a period of four months and it
geemed to hold something for me after I returned to my home in
Texasg,

I want to be where the fleet-footed deer can trod over my grave V/
X and the half-tamed rabbits can chew the grass from the sail above me.
Yes, Mr. Ickes it may seem very strange to you but I actually love
the enclosure of the Colorado National Monument.

I'M only twenty years of age and may have a long life ahead of
me but I'm asking this favor of you and Mr. Arno B. Cammerer Director
of the Monument., I know I'm no national hero or big shot in the
business world but I'm asking you anyway.

Hoping to receive a reply from you soon, and please don't think
I'm ready for a brain examination as I'm only asking the one men who

can answer my unusual thoughts,
Sincerely

Fugene Humphrey
911 Galveston Ave.,
Fort Worth, Texas.
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ergus others, in all atations of life, who, like you, have ox-

n
PPessod a desirs to reet within a national park or momument of their
chooaing, The same privilege cannot be granted to allj therefore

we must adhere to & strict policy to deny such reguosts, except

that cometeries losated in an area when it is established 88 & ne-
tional perk or monument wmay be used for burials of immediate familien
of persons who are buried thore at the timo tho ares was set aside
for park or monument PUrposed.

We are sure you will undorstand the eonditions vhich make neces-
sary our position regarding burials in the national parks and monu~
montg.

Sinceroly yours,
, Drury
(s6D) Nowton B2

flewton B. Drury,
Direotor.

cos Regional Director, Region Three)
“Eant., Mesa Verde Natl. Mon, ) with copy of
st., Colorado Natl. Mon. Mr. Humphrey's letter.
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