
University of Northern Colorado University of Northern Colorado 

Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC 

Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park Colorado National Parks 

July 2024 

Black Canyon's Beauty Disguises Many Dangers Black Canyon's Beauty Disguises Many Dangers 

Nancy Lofholm 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digscholarship.unco.edu/blca 

https://digscholarship.unco.edu/
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/blca
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/cnp
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/blca?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Fblca%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Denver Post file photo Shaun Stanley 

This place is pretty unforgiving if you make a mistake,' says Black Canyon 

district ranger Bob Cornelius. 

Black Canyon's beauty 
disguises many dangers st Falling boulder nearly hits crews in latest park rescue 

6200e PEB 
By Nancy Lofholm 
Denver Post Western Slope Bureau Visitors to the Black Canyon of Gun-nison National Park may view a hike there as just a walk in the park. But the hundreds of search and res-

nually 
Adam Day, 21, of Westminster, had gone hiking on an easy trail along the canyon's south rim Sunday evening when he and a friend veered off from the other three hikers in their group and 

Cue personnel who have risked their autempted to climb down into the can 
Ives to save lost and injured hikers at yon trom the Rim Rock Nature Trail. 
Colorado's newest national park know it ornelius said the victim and others in 

is anything but. 

"This place is pretty unforgiving if you make a mistake," said Black Can-yon districi ranger Bob Cornelius. Cornelius was one of three dozen park officials and rescuers who spent Sunday night and early Monday morning help-ing the most recent hiker and climber to require a major rescue effort at the park, which draws 400,000 visitors àn-

his party reportedly had been drinking that afternoon after they arrived at the park. 
Cornelius said the two men became frightened just before dusk and at-tempted to elimb back up. Day slipped and fell onto a small ledge 30 to 50 feet below, sustaining serious head injuries. It took rescuers from a half-dozen Please see RESCUE on 9B 
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