
Ursidae: The Undergraduate Research Journal at the University
of Northern Colorado

Volume 2 | Number 1 Article 4

January 2012

txtng: a nu POV Human Drivers of Modern
Language Change
Kelli Johnson

Follow this and additional works at: http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj

Part of the English Language and Literature Commons

This Oral Abstract is brought to you for free and open access by Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Ursidae: The Undergraduate Research Journal at the University of Northern Colorado by an authorized editor of Scholarship & Creative Works @
Digital UNC. For more information, please contact Jane.Monson@unco.edu.

Recommended Citation
Johnson, Kelli (2012) "txtng: a nu POV Human Drivers of Modern Language Change," Ursidae: The Undergraduate Research Journal at
the University of Northern Colorado: Vol. 2 : No. 1 , Article 4.
Available at: http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj/vol2/iss1/4

http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj/vol2?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj/vol2/iss1?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj/vol2/iss1/4?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/455?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digscholarship.unco.edu/urj/vol2/iss1/4?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Furj%2Fvol2%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:Jane.Monson@unco.edu


txtng: a nu POV Human Drivers of Modern Language Change 
English 
Presenter(s): Johnson, Kelli 
Faculty Sponsor(s): Bovaird-Abbo, Kristin 
 
While	  writing	  systems	  serve	  only	  as	  a	  record	  of	  what	  has	  been	  said	  or	  thought,	  
language	  encapsulates	  the	  spoken	  word	  as	  well:	  that	  is,	  speaking	  and	  listening	  in	  
turn.	  Since	  2010,	  text	  talk,	  or	  textese,	  has	  been	  categorized	  as	  a	  language	  rather	  than	  
a	  writing	  system.	  Although	  languages	  and	  writing	  systems	  are	  two	  distinct	  aspects	  
of	  communication	  and	  serve	  different	  purposes,	  text	  talk	  incorporates	  both	  fields	  of	  
communication	  equally	  and	  flexibly.	  Never	  before	  has	  a	  language	  been	  able	  to	  serve	  
multiple	  functions	  from	  both	  areas.	  Previous	  studies	  have	  been	  analytical	  studies	  of	  
a	  single	  point	  in	  time	  studying	  vernacular	  and	  syntax:	  an	  analysis	  of	  the	  writing	  
system	  that	  textese	  was	  believed	  to	  be.	  Because	  the	  language	  of	  texting	  fills	  a	  unique	  
niche	  in	  communication,	  a	  Psychological	  analysis	  method	  was	  applied	  to	  work	  
within	  the	  parameters	  of	  texting.	  	  	  
A	  timeline	  comparison	  of	  the	  physical,	  psychological,	  and	  sociological	  drivers	  of	  
language	  was	  used	  to	  determine	  the	  effects	  of	  various	  changes	  in	  textese.	  This	  form	  
of	  analysis	  takes	  into	  account	  effectors	  such	  as	  keyboards,	  context,	  and	  people	  
involved	  in	  the	  conversation	  that	  have	  driven	  the	  growth	  and	  change	  of	  the	  text	  talk	  
language	  since	  its	  birth	  twenty	  years	  ago,	  allowing	  for	  an	  interweaving	  of	  historical	  
change	  that	  led	  to	  the	  language	  used	  today	  while	  demonstrating	  linguistic	  growth	  
based	  on	  external	  factors.	  The	  “change	  over	  time”	  model	  is	  an	  analysis	  not	  
frequently	  used	  that	  is	  designed	  to	  determine	  the	  “health”	  of	  language,	  that	  is,	  
whether	  the	  language	  is	  growing	  or	  stagnating	  based	  on	  environmental	  context	  of	  
the	  use	  of	  the	  language.	  Using	  this	  new	  paradigm,	  the	  language	  of	  textese	  is	  found	  to	  
be	  not	  only	  retaining	  the	  original	  user	  base;	  it	  is	  gaining	  new	  users	  as	  both	  the	  
language	  itself	  and	  the	  identity	  it	  represents	  change	  over	  time.	  
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