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Memorandum for the Coordimating Superintendent, — 'S4 yrp, ,f“’
Mesa Verde Natiomal Farke ‘:: WATI0Na, -
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There follows a brief report of activities at the Colorado n{tgm SR AN
Monument for the fiscal year emding June 30, 1946: JGI| 1\

Personnel

Custodian George Hopper was transferred from the morument on November
3, 1945 to the Shasta Lake Recreation Area near Redding, California,
B.R. Fineh, Acting Chief Ranger at Glacier Natiomal Park was returnmed to
the monument as Custodian on December 10, 1945. During the interim, Park
Ranger Raymond Dobbins acted as Custodian,

Ranger Dobbins, Gemeral Foreman Atchison and the Custodian composed
the entire Momument persommel umtil April 1, 1946 when Park Ranger Charles
Smith returned from military furlough.

During the spring, a Handyman Mechanie, Truck Driver, and twe
woere employed to help get the Monument and equipment in shape for th
season which was expected to be heavy,
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Travel

During the fiscal year, 7310 cars with 20950 peeple visited the Mon
ment, 303 of these wers members of the armed forces, The checking st
was not in operation during 1945. On June 1, 1946 it was reopemed and —
during the month 4765 people were rogistered. This is an increase of 200%
over June of 1945, 0f course during 1945:all travel was estimated but it
is felt that a fairly accurate count was made. ¥

Weather

The winter and spring have beon exceptiomaly dry. Omly ,19 inches
precipitation was recorded during June, Last year the precipitation :
June was 1,50 inches, in 1944 it was 1.14 imches amd in 1943 it was 1.3
inches, This lack of moisture has made everything very dry and sourses of
water are begimning te dry up. Many stockmen are hauling water to their
stock, If the drougth is not broken soon, the water supply for the bisenm
may be imperiled. A clese watch is being maintained,




Agoidonts

Migo Romie Selvey, an inmate of tho Calowado Stats Homo and Trains
ing school for mental dofedtdves, fell from a cliff in Ho Thorcughfave
Ganyon on September 19, The fall oovurrsd §ust cutolde the Mommont
boundary, Nommont persemnel assicted in tho roeovery of the body,

Protestion \

o aproots for door ponoding An the Momment wore mado dardng the
yaar,

ho Hountain Statos Telephone Gunpany completed thoe huilding of
a now 1ine across the Momumsnt near Cold Shivers Polnt, The mw line is
faivly well hidden and certainly ia zmoh Botter than the old lne ¢o
Glado rark vhich wno an “eye sore® of the wopst sord,

é}g_ﬂ_ﬂﬁ%ﬁmm :

CC8 Cemps =80 ard 1Pnged wore tranoforred fron the Fors Sevurity
Adndnistration to the Grund Junction Gpodwill Infustyies. The bulldings
wvore tham gold to the highoot bBiddews, ALl buildings in Canp [BwgeC
aZgepd top whioh wore given to the Park Sorvige bave hoon rased apd the
giton cleansd up ond vostored. In [8~C tws bulldings vhich wore given
to tho Boy Sgouts are otill thore avaiting an opportunity ¢9 move them
in gegtiong farthor haok on Pinen Vepa, AlL the othse Dudlddngs are
renovad but oloanup opoxntions are siill in progress.

Water Syatens

The Fraita Dater 14ne vhioh qrogpen the Momunont was doxaged by &
sunll avolanche oA dprald 2. Tomporery ropairs wors mide 89 that Fruita
wao nut vAthout watavs Due %0 the condleion of the appropristions, &t
vay roquested thnt we delay pemanent vepaivs until aftor the vev fisesl
year, 48 soon ay mtorials con bo purchsged, this ino will be redullt
for n choxt vay and lovated in & aafer place, .
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Hadntenang

411 dudidings, roofs, cemp tablos and garbage ocp sontalnors were
paintol,

Genoral Forexan Atohdmon spemb thyee momdhs havling apd spreading
airt on tho Serpent’ o Tradl,

A rosk glido of soverol hunfred tons bloeked the road in Pruita
Canyon for a ghort time. I% vas quieckly renoved.

ghe odd offfcorts quarters Sn Canp HP-9~C was yemgdeled imto o
mnﬁg&m ty-lonumnend poruonnol., It 49 beiny gseupied now by

- In apito of faok of porngmnel the mniutenanse of buildings, camp

grounda, and the Bim Rook Drive has not snffored. Ve feol that every
mmmwwmammmumnafmmm.mwmma
4us Genaral Foraan Atohioon for his “ono men opew® campoign of maintain-
ipz the road and equipnment,

nife

vJokasnes®, patriarch tull of the bicon kerd wup found éead an
A?st 14. By consowwative ostizates, ho mugt have been olgse to 70 years
614,

A yettlasmbo wag sesn in tho UAlity avea at Monument Hsadquarters.
Thie is umugunl sinse rattlesmakes ore rars on the Hommont.

The olk hord hng Ancreused to 23 krouvm amimode, X8 ppends its tinme
botwesn Ute Crmpon and the Pigon Megn. Some signp that it hag sandered
inte Homusent Canyon has beon seon. Thid herd comes ond gosa fwm the
Homment st will. A woll worn tmil leade from Ute Ganyon to the Msea top.
It spont most of tho vinter outedde the Eprument,

Parcupines do mot sdem to be dmorvnning. The ovchardlste lo the
Redlanis aren regyintsped & protest against tho fact thnt Nommont porous
pinen wove damngdng fruit trees, Ths many patrols which huve been mnde
along tho houndavy fonos and the sovsrol sight hunts elong ths granite
henohes have failad to discover move than one female povsupins whioh
vas shot. Howevar, tho fact that en offort is Leirg mads ¢o awsist them,
tiss produded & botter fooling suong the orchardists toward the Mormument,
At the prosent tims np dasngs is bedng veporteds

On Janmavy £3 the dison herd wag raduced by 10 animsla. Ths meat wse
given to the Ute Indians, At the procent time, t0 the test of our kuowe
1edgo, the hard aonsiats of 20 afults ang threo ¢alves.

Ave protacti

Only tso aual} fires oocurred, onw on July 12, 3345 and one on
Sune 286, 1946, oth were osused bty MMgbtuing ond weve oonfined to one
t¥ep. Thave vers 50 man caused $ires,

Colorado National Monument.



Consdvation

The limiting of the bison herd at the Colorado National Momument
will be a great help in bringing the range back to somewhers near its
origimal state, Overgrazing combined with natural erosion in the canyen
bottoms was rapidly depleting the range of what little grass was there,
A vemarkable differsnce is seen already, Hven with an exceptiomally
dry year, there is plenty of ferage for the 20 animals now in the herd
as well as 23 elk and several mule deer,

Since construction alomg the highway has stopped and special care
has boon exercised in keeping cars from parking or driving off the roads,
the natural bushes and grasses are making a remarkable growth, Exotic
weeds including thistlea, tumble weed, and sweet clover that onsce lined
the Rim Reck Drive have beon kept cleaned off until now the native grasses
and sage brush have grewn to the point where the exotics are crowded out

and are dissappearing,
BoR, ﬁ :

Custod lan
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