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it} beca1ne known only as ''Bent ·s 
fort." The inclosure was 180x135 
feet with walls four feet thick ·and l 5 
feet h igh. Bastions ao feet ih h eight 
rose fron1 two. corners and were 
arn1ed with cahnon, While there were 
many portholes thru which _a musl5et 
barrel could be pushed to · repel an 
attack. 
Ste Vra.in's Fort 
Oenter of Denver Region: 

Bent's fort stood a~.: the outpost of 
rivilization, the .. cent~ . 6f all fur ac ... 
tivities for the Rocky 1'1'.ountain 
region. In 1852 it• WM: ab'andoned and 
.Bent's 11ew fort··. was m,qyed farther 
down. the .river . ne-ar the ''.t1resent . town 
of Prowers;·· :tt was -sold_1..:to the gov-
errunerit h\ 1859. as a rt1fltiacy · post . . 1 

In 1837 St. Vrain built lils for t west 
of present Platteville and-· it becamd 
to the northern regions what Bent's 
was to tlie: southern. There was a 
weekly express service 1naintained be-t 
tween the two forts, the route crossillg 
.the site of Denvet . ·,· , /:> 
· Ruins of · st. Vr.ai11 ·s ·fort. still aie 
.v~sible· . . Th~· ado~e. .. were· J4 fe\' 
h igh atJ;d tJ1:e. mtl~st11"e . ·7+·ij~ , t00;.{11P 
#eet witJ1 bastion~ diagona)l:r opposit~1 
J:l~remoni and other explorers made it 
their objective, and here Kit Car .. 
Ron and other · fa1notis t rannp,-•i,; 
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