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By JACK FOSTER

MESA VERDE — It seemed appro-
priate that we should spend my bi?th-
day in this unique corner of America.
Fo} we had something special in

common.
On the day that I was born, June 29, 1906,
the great green tableland of Mesa Verde was

—

made a National Park by an act of Congress.
Therefore, we two old gentlemen could cele-
brate our 63rd years together. And I never
have enjoyed a more exciting present.

We had written ahead to Meredith M. Guil-
let, general park superintendent, to ask him
whether it would be possible for us to visit

Wetherill Mesa, which is a portion of the park
recently excavated but not yet open to the pub-
lic. T wanted to write some stories,

He replied that the going in that area still
was rugged, and he doubted that we could
make it, but 1o come along anyway. And, sure
enough, when we came out of our cabin after a
lazy night's sleep at Far View Lodge the chief

park archeologist, Gilbert R Wenger, was
waiting for us.

Off to the Mesa

“It's off for Wetherill Mesa we'll g0, he
said. And it’s off, indeed, we went—over g
winding road that still was being smoothed oyt
by giant bulldozers. It followed an old trail that
had been laid down by donkey hooves years pe-
fore. 1t crossed fields of sage and wound
through groves of pinon, which Gil Wenger said
g_edver attracted lightning, and juniper, which

id.

It skirted the Ute Reservation, which was
Practically forbidden to anyone except mem-
bers of that proud, aloof tribe. There are many
ancient ruins within its boundaries, but the old
men of the council deny archeologists and stu-
dents access to them.

ecently a college professor, with several
members of his archeological class, who were
trying to preserve one of the ruins within the
reservation, were marched out of the area with

guns aimed at them. Some day, say those w
know the Utes. the v Y, say those who
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e gheir elders.
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Meanwhile, there was plenty to see within
the Wetherill Mesa itself as we bounced along
the freshly cut road which will be paved in 1970
in preparation - for the probable opening of the
area to the public in 1971.

“The interest in Mesa Verde is so great that
we simply had to develop this part of the
park,” said Gil Wenger. ‘“Last year almost a
half million visited the present park—the
Spruce Tree House, the Cliff Palace, the Balco-
ny House. To date we are 14 per cent ahead of
last year. We had to make more sites available
to accommodate more visitors. Besides this,

Wetherill Mesa has many places of unique his-
torical importance.”

Indeed, it does. We were now crossing an-
cient land as we approached the canyon. Here,
for at least 1200 years, the Anasazi—the “‘old
Ones”—had dwelt. Out of the mists of antiquity
their ancestors had crossed the Bering Straits
from Asia, and, after many years, they had
drifted down to this apparently secure part of
the hemisphere,

Here the *‘QOld Ones”
their atlatls—arm thrust weapons—and later
their bows and arrows, here they made theijr
baskets which can be seen in the charming
Mgsa Verde museum and in Denver’s Colorado

hunted game with

es of today.

Fled to Caves
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my birthday expedition.

Discovered 1880

From the rim of the canyon we caught
first glimpse of Long House, which had |
discovered by the Wetherills in 1880.

“"How small it seems in comparisen y
Cliff Palace!” I said.

“Wait until you get down there,” Gil W
get replied. “You’ll see. It’s actually the 1:
est in the park. It's longer than Cliff Pala
but did not house quite as many people.”

And, of course, he was right. After a st
descent down the sheer wall of the canyon,
came out upon a broad shelf under a long, st
low scoop in the rock, It was a sturdily bi
village, wjth towers and tiny stone rooms w

lookouts. Wen;
thought they were for storage. He was right.

Anq therg were more kivas than I had ey
Séen In a single village. At least a dozen
them. They were much the same as thc

der.

Why So Many?

“Why were there so many kivas?'’

. "Maybe it was because the times were gef
ting tough,” Gil replied. “They may have fe
that they ought to get in closer touch with thei
god. Yop know, tough times, in some form ol
other_, did lead the eliff dwellers to leave thei)
dwellings 700 years ago.”

And so they vanished as if i

ing their household utensils a
Ions behind.
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“The interest in Mesa Verde is so great th.
we g{mp}}' had to develop this part of ti
park.” said Gil Wenger. ‘Last year almost
half million visited the present park—th
Spruce Tree House, the Cliff Palace, the Balc
ny House. To date we are 14 per cent ahead .
Jast year. We had to make more sites availah
to accommodate more visitors. Besides thi
Wetherill Mesa has many places of unique hi
torical importance.”’

Indeed, it does. We were now crossing a:
cient land as we approached the canyon. Her
for at least 1200 years. the Anasazi—the ‘o
Ones”—had dwelt. Out of the mists of antiqui
their ancestors had crossed the Bering Straif
‘f’r(;’r'n dA:;a, and, after many years. they ha

rifted down to this apparently secure part «
the hemisphere, ' ' e

Here the “Old Ones” hunted game wit
their atlatls - arm thrust weapons and late
their bows and arrows. here they made the:
baskets which can be seen in the charmin
Mesa Verde museum and in Denver's Colorad
Historical Museum, here they bearned to grov
corn and squash and beans and o tame th
wild turkeys. They made fine potiery and live
in h“"-ﬂhd(*n,‘l‘\mhd it houses which late
were built on the ground in rows like city hogs

es of today,

Fled to Caves

The Anasazi were living well Their civiliza
tion was a far cry from the pathetic mareh o
their forebears south from what is now Alaska
But in the early part of the 13th century—a!
most 300 vears before Columbus discoveres
America— something happened—we do no
know exactly what—that caused them to leav:
their mesa-top villages for the shallow caves o
the face of the canyons below.

Within these caves they built their clif
dwellings - remarkable examples of stone ar

chitecture—round towers and rectangular

small rooms for sleeping, large ones for ga th
erine. lookout points, round pit kivas for wor
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ers, who had discovered many of them as w....
ran cattle in the area. About eight of the cliff
dwellings have been excavated and stabilized.
We were to see three of the most interesting on
my birthday expedition.

Discovered 1880

From the rim of the canyon we caught our
first glimpse of Long House, which had been
discovered by the Wetherills in 1880.

“How small it seems in corﬂBé’ﬁS&n\wit}]
Cliff Palace!” I said.

“Wait until you get down there,” Gil Wen-
get replied. “You'll see. It's actually the larg-
est in the park. It's longer than Cliff Palace,
but did not house quite as many people.”

And, of course, he was right. After a steep
descent down the sheer wall of the canyon, we
came out upon a broad shelf under a long, shal-
low scoop in the rock. It was a sturdily built
village, with towers and tiny stone rooms with
narrow windows on a ledge above. I thought
these windows were for lookouts. Wenger
thought they were for storage. He was right.

And there were more kivas than I had ever
seen in a single village. At least a dozen of
them. They were much the same as those
found in Pueblo villages today. Round, with
slone seats, a ventilator duct, a circle for a
fire, and near it a small hole, a sipupa, from
which it is supposed the soul has come, since
all life rises from the earth. There had been a
roof over it ages ago and a hole through the
roof down which the men stepped down a lad-
der.

Why So Many?

“Why were there so many kivas?’’' I asked.

“Maybe it was because the times were get-
ting tough,” Gil replied. “They may have felt
that they ought to get in closer touch with their
god. You know, tough times, in some form or

othez:, did lead the eliff dwellers to leave their
dwellings 700 years ago."”

~ And _So they vanished as if in thin air, leav-
Ing their household utensils and other posses-
lons behind.

“Now let's take a look at two other cliff
dwellings—Step House and Mug House,” Gil

. Which T ‘shall tell you about in Saturday’s -
dispatch, - ’
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