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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
COLORADO NATIONAL MONUMENT

(4 ""/\ o l“- D a_',‘: ) A A A

Fruita, Colorado .

@,_/. o WFebruary 13; 1951
255!
Memorandum %%} &'

To: Coordinating Superintendent, Mesa Verde

L]

From? Superintendent, Qolorado

Subject: Report on private plane crash, February 9, 1951

The following is a report on & private plane crash in Colorado
National Monument on February 9th, 1951 at 4 Py M, involving an Aaron%ca
Chief two passenger plane belonging to H. D. Lile of Moab, Utah, the pilot,
and Kenneth Stocks, passenger, also of Moab, Utah,

Gerald Monger and E. E, Mayer, trimming peach trees in the Redlands
district noticed a small plane pass over their place of work and head toward
the ¢liffs on the east boundary of the monument, They paused in their work
to watch its flight and when it reached the high cliffs they were under the
impression that it stalled and went into a tail spin, crashing just below the
crest of the cliffs in the vicinity of Liberty Cap, above the moulth of Ute
Canyon, They drove to the Redlands store, a distance of about 2 miles, and
reported the accident to the Mesa County Sherifi's office at 4:12 p, m,
Deputy Sheriff Rupp advised me later that he called the city police and asked
then to notify all interested parties and he proceeded to form a rescue party
to travel to the scene of the accident, We were not notified and did not
learn of the accident wntil 6:05 p. m., when General Foreman Atchison, who was
ligtening to the radio at his home in Fruita, Colorado, heard radio station
KFXJ, Gtand Junction, giving an on the spot byeadcast of rescue operations,
He immediately called me and I contacted station KFXJ for more information,

Ranger Dobbins, Operator General Bowen'and nyself left headquarters
at 6:45 p. m. and arrived at the base of the trail at Ute Canyon at 7:45 p. m,
We were advised that one of the men in the plane, Stocks, had walked unaided
from the scene of the crash to the Watson ranch, a distance of approximately
3 miles, and had already been taken to the hospital at Grand Juncgion, We
sould see the lights of the rescue party working their way down the trail so
waited at the foot of the trail and the party arrived with Lile at 8:30 p. m,
He was immediately taken to the hospital at Grand Junotion by the olorado
State Highway Patroi. lile asked me to notify his family of the accident so
we retubned to headquarters at 9 ps m, and T irmediately called his bréther,
Glen Iile at Moab by phone and advised him of the acoident, ™ also called




Asgsigtant “uperintendent Browu at Mesa Verde National Park and notified him
of the accident,

At 8 a, m, the next day, February 10th, Ranger Dobbins, Operator
Bowen and myself returned to the Redlands and made the trail trip to the
site of the crash, arriving there at 10:15 a, me A party of Civil Aeronautics
Administration officlals and others were already at the scene making an inves=-
tigation for the Civil Aeronautics Board of Demver, The CAA officials making
the investigation were John Zentmer and E, H. Rickena of Grand Junction. After
thedir investigation they stated that until clearance was receiwved from the CAB
office at Denver, the planms should be guarded against vamdalism, ete, so Ranger
Dobbins stayed at the site. Glen McFall, Keith MeFall and Oscar Thompson, local
pilots, who had accompanied the CAA officials, packed out the fresh meat which
the plane contained to try to save it, After leaving the site of the crash I
visited the sheriff's office to get information regarding rescue operations, etc
and learned that the following men were members of the rescue parties} William
Thomas and Roy Rupp of the Sheriff's office, Wayne Egbert, Larry Sutherland,
Leon Sutherland, Jimmy Sutherland and Mr, Zentner and Rickena of the CAA,

After receiving this information, and trying to stress to them that
we would certainly like to be notified immediately of any accidents that occured
on the monument, I visited Mr, Lile at the St, Mabys Hogpital, He was in poor
shape but rational and I advised him that his meat had been taken care of and
that pilot friends of his would take oare of the salvage of his plane, I cone
taocted Mr, Zentner of the CAA at 3 p., m, and he advised me that the CAB had
released the plane and that no further investigation would be made at the site,
I returned to the food of the trail at 3:30 p. m. and called to Dobbins, advising
him that it was no longer necessary to guard the plane and he returned to the
foot of the trail at 4:30 p. ms We returnéd to headquarters at 5:15 p. m,
Several parties of people had made the lomg hazardous trail trip to the plane
during the daye

From my investigatlion at the site it looked like Lile had come direct
from the airport at Grand Junotion without gaining sufficient altitude and when
he entered the mouth of the canyon he saw that he could not get proper altitude
to clear the oliffs at the upper end of the canyon and he banked to the right
over the mega top near Liberty Cap but did not have sufficient ¢learance, His
plane struck the me§a. top travelling due north and bounced along the top for a
distance of approximately 75 feet, shearing off pinyon trees, etc and then
dropped over the ledge into a small pooket about 75" below the top of the cliff,
The plane came to rest on about a 45 degree angle with the c6ockpit on the ground
One of the wheels of the undercarriage was torn off on the rim, about 15* from )
the edge of the oliffe A

After the crash, which occured along an old trail to the rim which
was built years ago by John Otto, the survivors walked to the top of the cliff
and tried to find a way.out, They then returned and followed the trail, which




was covered with 6 to 8 inches of snow, down to the lava bench approximately
500* below, Stocks, who was in the best shape, left Lile at this point to
getato the valley for help and he took off in & northeasterly direction down
the cliff, eventually arriving at the Watson ranch near the buffalo corral,
He arrived there about 7 p. ms The rescue party found Lile near the point
where Stocks nad left him and they brought him down over the old trail which
runs due east from the point where he was found, )

Stocks suffered a broken left arm, severe gash on forehead and scalp
and injured kmee, Lile had both arms broken, an injured knee, had several |
front teeth knocked out and had a badly lacerated mouth, I visited them in the
hospital on February 10th and 12th and they both seemed to be getting along
fairly well but did not look the part,

Pilot friends of Lile are tafing oare-of the salvage of what is
left of the plane, which will probably consist of whaels, mofor, instruments
and miscellaneous minor parts, all of which will have to be esrried over the

3 miles of trail to the valley,

A request has been made to the CAA at Grand Junction for a copy of
the report on their findings, but I do not know whether this request will be
complied with, If same ig received it will be submitted and can be included as
a part of this report,

The attached map sShowing lodation of orash and trails, pictures of
the orash site and copies of the Grand Junction Sentinel of February 1Oth and
11th ocarrying stories of the orash will give you a good picture of the whole

incident, :
Wik e
) Russell L. Mahan ?’
in triplicate ‘ Superintendent
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—The dark arrow in this picture shows wh
ere t
ABOVE SHEER WAI.I. narrowly escaped death here late Friday ;hglo?}f;!;
t_wo—pl.a.ce plane mushroomed on an upper ledge of the Colorado National Monument onl
five air miles southwest of Grand Junction. It took a rescue party three hours to c?'n }{n
E? to ne:ta;r tlhﬁ crasilhsc,e{le aréd reit;ur? v;'ith one of the injured men. The other mgﬁle
is own trail down the almost vertical cliff. At som nt is :
working down in crevices. EomeiRlacesiiosRen s poss;ble_ only by
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MI ‘ I-OU SI-Y ESC APE CR ASH—“I never expected to come out alive when I
RACU ‘ saw the plane go over the ledge,” Kenneth
Stocks, 19 year-old-Mesa college student told The Daily Sentinel from his hospital bed
at St. Mary’s Saturday, where he is recovering from injuries sustained when the H. D.
Lyle plane crashed over Colorado National Monument Friday at 4 p.m. as they were
enroute to Moab. The youth said he was happy to wake up and discover that the engine
was on top, even if it was hard to crawl out. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Angus Stocks
of Moab, visited him here Saturday. He is getting along satisfactorily. Mr. Lyle
(right) also is getting along satisfactorily, despite his serious injuries, and happy to be
alive following the crash. He said “Bet your life it was a miraculous escape.” Mr. Lyle
figures he was too low to the ground and carrying too much meat—the latter for his
uranium camp. He said that after taking the wheels and motor off, he doesn’t expect
the plane will be worth a dime.—Daily Sentinel photo by Walter White.
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St e il
| . _—— Hurt in Mishap
from a Rader Flying Service plane this mf)rnmg. . ! = : i ur

Piane Stalls and Pancakes

On Only Shelf Available

In Rugged Area

H. D.- “Had” Lyle, 45, Moab,
Utah, and Kenneth Stocks, 19, a

Mesa college student whose home
is in Moab, were phm_fpk‘,l_ m'j'.lt'lfﬁg

eel above the floor of ruggedq
Colorade National Monument. The
couple were flying to Moab.

. Lyle, most seriously injured,

day with two broken arms, a punc-

ft knee, several Yeeth out,
and a hadly lacerated lip, Mr
Stocks, also hospitallzed, has a
deep foreheaq gash from near his
I'i%ht eve lo the hairline, a broken
left arm, and a fash on the vighi

oo, )

The erash scene is approximate-
Iy five airmiles southwest of Grand
Junction. The plane hit on a shelf
about 50 feet from the top of
Liberty Cap, o knob on the steep
cliff ¥im, and flipped over on ity
back.

Gerald Mongep awd B . Mayer,
trimming trees in a Redlands op-
chard near the monument, saw the
crash and went o Redlands store
ogernted by 1, A" Sutherland and
bphoned {he sheriff's office. The
sheviff's log Tecords the eall at
412 p. m.

After that there wag a race with
ay proaching darkness, Capt. Cran
Rader, Civil Air Patrol pilot and
Tocal flyving Service operator, was
notified at 4:15 P- m. and within
15 minutes aftep takeoff had spot-
ter the wreckage, A

He reporteg seeing two men
waving at him from near the plane.
From (hat time on until. well after
dark CAP planes hoversd over. the

seene, ]
Turn to Page 10! Col. 3
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' spotted Mr. Lyle down in a snow

® @ H.D. LYLE

In the meantime sheriff, state
patrol and CAA cars sped to near
the monument. Deputy Sheriff Bill
Thomas and a party of 10 started
up the steep canon wall equipped '
with ropes and supplies.

THE 1

—

liCS yoL. LvII GRAND JUNCTION, OLORADO,

 THE DAILY SENTINI

From aircraft reports they un-

derstood that the crash victims had

started downhill and before reach- ||
&mg the top members of the party
*s_tarted looking over various ledges
..elow the one where the plane
\trashed. Mr. Mayer volunteered to
20 on up to the plane. He came

!back in 20 minutes and reported
1tm one was there.

Darkness was settling over the
‘Iarea when a member of the party

| drift and unable to get up. He said
he had fallen at least a hundred
times and gotten on his feet by
 rolling down hill and falling onto
' hiz feet over rock ledges. Both
arms were useless. When he bent
his left leg blood squirted from
two puncture wounds in the
knee. Because of his cut lip he
could barely talk.

Mr. Thomas said Mr. Lyle could
never have made the trip down by

NE CRAS

| himself,

Despite the puncture wound in
his left knee Mr. Lyle's right leg
was giving him the most pain. An
|old injury incurred previously was
‘bothermg him. He weighs around
| 240 pounds.
| Aided by two men on each side
‘and one in front at steeper places,
Mr. Lyle came down under his own
|power, a distance of about three
|miles. His knee quit bleeding but
Iswelled up and had to be cut out
of his plants at the hospital.

After Mr. Lyle was found, the
party took him to a fire on a‘lower
rim and decided to split up, Mr.
Thomas recalls. One group headed
by Mr. Thomas started down from

SATURDAY EVE NIB{G,_;EE‘? I_l(H)-_‘igSvl
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the fire at 6:40 p. m, and arrived
at the cars at 8:40 p. m.

Roy Rupp, deputy coroner, took
' charge of one party which started
to follow Mr. Lyle’'s young com-
panion. Mr. Lyle said the youth
was dazed and had started running
down the steep cliff wall. The full
party, before splitting up, included
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Rupp, Mr. Mayer
and Mr. Monger, Larry, Leon and

Jimmy Sutherland, Wayne Egbert, ||

and John Zentner and Edward H.
Rickena of CAA, )

Mr. Rupp, reported that his party
followed r. Stocks down with
flashlights on a trail of blood. He
says the youth speeding down the
wall was lucky not to have lost his

Jbalance. h ver, took

The young man, however, :

aﬂVanta)ée cafg daylight, and arzived

at the John Watson ranch shortly

before 7p; . Mrs. Watson and a
R’e[atrol car T

: tablished trail and went
‘grc;wnesto the east of where the
\rescue party took Mr. Lyle down.
Mr. Zentner and Mr, Rickena
climbed fto the crash scene today
to complete a CAA investigation
|and an attempt to determine the
|exact cause of the ecrash. They
were accompanied by a party who
recovered person al belongings
l}Erom the crashed plane.
t The engine of the plane was re-

;is i8 the H, D.. Lyle plane where it crashed at the base of Liberty Cap on the ?]-')2?‘ I:im of
e Colorado National Monument Friday evening. The plane mushed into the basaj Liberty
s back, dumping the two passengers. Mr, Lyle and his companion, Kenneth *

| ‘ : 7 thig B -
day in St. Mary’s hospital. Robert Grant, Daily Sentinel photographer, took 115 Pictore
ce plane this morning, - 4

' 4 ,. H.D. Lyle, Ken

ks, both

Stocks

olayed him fo St ||
ary’'s hospital. He didn’t follow | |

mashed back into the
ip"f‘lf;ﬂ}y LR d FehE | R

On Only

4

and a b 4
Stocke, adly
deep for
right ey
left ar
knee.

The ep
1y five ai

b el -

ove the ilo
Colorado National Monument. The
couple were flying to Moah,

Mr. Lyle, most seviously ini

. Vv, Lyle, most v injured,
1S resting in St. Mary's hospital to-
day with two hro
tured lefi knee,

of Moab
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Plane Stalls and Pancakes

Shelf Available

In Rugged Area

H. D.- “Had” Lyle, 45, Moab,
Utah, and Kenneth Stocks, 18, a
Mesa college student whose home
i§ in Moab, were painfully injured

when m‘\‘ ,Yle

rugged

ken arms, a punc-
seéveral teeth outf,
lacerated lip. M,

also hospitalized, has a
ehead gach from near his
e to the hairline, a bhroken
m, and a gash on the right
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Wheel torn from undercarriasge

Showing path of plane after striking mesa top, Travelled

seventy five feet before dropping over edge of rim, Wheel
lays approx, fifteen feet from rim,

View showing position of plane and
cliff approx. 7H' high over which

it toppled, Trail to rim diseernible
on point beyond plane,




View showing mangled condition of the plane,

View of cockpit from which these two men miraculuously escaped
alive,



View from below showing tail of plane in lower center of
picture and cliff behind over which plane toppled

J View looking up over top of wrecked
f plane to top of cliff over whigh it
j fell,




NATIOUAL P4RK SERVICE R» dio Strtion KNKU :
REGIOH THRZZ OFFICE  llessage No. L /"M
130

Sa) T4 F&, W 154100  Received Irom
Radio liessage 7 ) ERTN R KNKD=3 W
2=12=51 19 8238 Al i.Dote 2=12.5)

Orerator "gré"'h

To: Reglonal Direetorcmm’“‘ ') 7@/’%

|
From: Supts, Colorado National Momment
Private plane crash occurred Februery 9 at Ly P.M. in vieinity of Liberty

Cap on esst boundary. Pilot He Be Lile owner of plane and passenger Kenneth Stocks, both
Lile sustained 2 broken arms, injured kmse,

of Moab, Uthy both ocoupants severely injured.
lost front teeth ard bedly lecerated mouth. Stooks has broken left arm and bad gash on fore-
head and socalp. walked from scens to Redlands under own power, distance epproximetely
Ly miles. Sheriff's office handled rescus of these men. We were not notified. ILearned of
Investigated that night and present

wreck by broadoast from local radic station at & P.l.
when second man Lile brought from sceme. CAA investigated and “released plane. Local
flyers salvaged parts. Visited wreck on Febe 10 and ook pletures, etc. Detailed report

‘will follows
| ' ﬁ,‘,,,f il M&( Vien Foaifd 4o
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