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concerning those remarkable people, the cliZ
dwellers, with these objects in view the

Colorado CIft Dwellings associziion was oT-
ganized the fi1,. part of this month. The
association has baen regularly incorporated
under the 1aws of Colorado, so that it may
legally acquiro and bold property. it is now
the intention of the women to acjuire titie
to the ruins of the cliff dwellers, either by
purchaso or by a grant from the siate, wiich
it {8 belleved will be glad to band theve
famous ruins ‘over to the women for care

and preservation,

Tho assoclation is pot & basUly formed
one, On the contrary, it is the outoome of
nearly’threo years of agitation end education

of the women of the state, 1 October, 1897,
Mrs. Mahlon D). Thatcher, then presidest of
e State Federation of Women's Clubs, ap-
polnted a committeo of women wbho bad for
years been personally interested in the pro-
ection of the state's prehistoric heritage 1o
act with the federation and clubwomen as 3
special committe for the spreading of kpowl-
sdge concerning tho rulns, the collection
and preservation of relics, and the ultimate
pringing forward into theslight of today of
the wonderful old ruins which have been 50
oug shudowed by the cliffs in the Rio Man-
c08 canycu. Since its appointment the com-
mittee has had vistons of work done by it
which ‘would present to the world antiquily
f far greater interest than any now known
1}1 the old world, and with a setting of deep
‘anyons, rugged mountains, and great

vetches of blue mesa land—a park contain-
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ad map made of the section |
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te soutdwesier® corner of Colorado. Itt‘ m:
teir wisd 10 1zclude 12 the park that por |
¢f the mesa and adjolning canyons which con- |
128 the most ruios. :
wx?‘muxa »e uaderstood that Mesa Verde,
(Se protadie location of the tuture park, s |
s sisikizgly stagular divide Ddetween the |
Yasvoe 458 t3e Montezuma valleys. Through-
estite etieaiitle gashed and seamed by lnnu- |
=etalle JseD cadyons and ravines. The up- }
lasde atw crowded with forests of pinon trees
i sises ciowe ArTAY tBAtL ode finds it difcult |
1o pick & passage tirough them. Ruins of the |
Locses of t3e mesn-dwellers are thick upon ‘
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which split the divide into |

Thae canyons,
tezgues asd !slands of precipitous rock, are
of the clift dwellers.

lined with the houses
The sides of tke canyons are sheer walls of

yellow sandstope, ranging in height from

500 to 1,000 feet. As a rule, the dwelllngs

stand £ty er 2 hundred feet below the rim

of the heights, .in 2 sheltered recess over-

hung by beetling masses of rock. In a great

many instances it is impossible to climh tn,
the nouses from the bottomr of the canyon.

Most of them have to be entsred from tbhe top
of the cliffs. There are no definite roads or
trails leading to them, and the dificultles to
be overcome, and the dangers to be dared in
visiting the cliff houses are many. The diffi-

pultles and dangers only show how necessary
it is to build roads and trails and a rest Aouse,

so that people with great enthusiasm but
little strength may visit the rulns.

The Cliff Palace and the Spruce Tree house
are two of the cliff houses included io the
tract set aslde for the park. The CIIff Palace
is 450 feet long, elghty feet bigh, eighty feet
broad, and contains 127.rooms on the ground
floor, and accommodations for probably 1,900
gieopla. The Spruce Tree house {3 only a short
t.hstz:.nca from the Cliff Palace. and is one &f

o wost finished specimens of prehistoric:

New Mexico,
¢ land

- archilec*ure yet found. A visit tooneor both

of theee ruins would repa
y one for almost any
a-mo*ixlnt .ot fatigue, and the Colorado CHff
D“ﬁnd.e ers’ association intends to be the path-
r for the delicate enthusiast as well as

for the hrawny vollia hiimtesr



Ceolorado Women WIII Try to Save

Prehistoric Dwellings.

Specini Lorrespondence of The Inter Ocean.
DENVER, Col., May 31.—Women of Col-
orado are going to try and save the prehis-
toric ruins ot the state from the depreda-
tions of vandals, and at the same time try
to add to the world’s stock of knowledge
. concerning those remarkable people, the clfl
dwellers, With these objects in view the
Colorado Cliff Dwellings associaiion was or-
(ganized the fl1.. part of this month. The
'association has been regularly incorporated
‘under the laws of Colorado, so that it may
|1egally acquire and hold property. It is now
ithe intention of the women to acquire title
{to the ruins of the cliff dwellers, either by
purchase or by a grant from the state, which
{1t 1s believed will be glad to hand these
'famous ruins ‘over to the women for care
‘and preservation,

The association is not a hastily formed
on¢. On the contrary, it is the outcome of
i'mzm'ly’three years of agitation and education
rof the women of the state. In October, 1897,
‘Mrs. Mahlon D. Thatcher, then president of
the State Federation of Women’s Clubs, ap-
‘pointed a commmittee of women who had for
years been personally interested in the pro-
tection of the state's prehistoric heritage to
act with the federation and clubwomen ag a
speclal committe for the spreading of knowl-
edge concerning tho ruins, the collection
and preservation of relics, and the ultimate
bringing forward into the:light of today of
phe wonderful old ruins which have been so
lvag sbhudowed by the cliffs in the Rio Man-
cos canyocn. Since its appointment the com-
mittee has had visions of work done by it
which ‘would present to the world antiquily
of far greater {nterest than any now known
in the old world, and with a setting of deep
-anyons, rugged mountains, and great

retches of biue mesa land—a park contain-

7 8 museum of unknown antiquity. .

Che constitution adopted contemplates an
unlimited membenship of women. The asso-
clation Is formed on the lines of the Mount .
'V‘ernon and Mary Washingtou associations.
t'he directors are called vice regents, and.
there are twenty-one of them. An initiation
fee of $2 was voted, with an annual due of $1.
‘There 1s also a life membership, costing $100,
entitllog the holcer to a gold badge. The life
lmembership may be heriditary in the female
lllglt‘al.mel-ther illneal or collateral.

constitution havin
officers were elected: as lolglo:e::n }.ig:pe(tletd'mtfse
Gllbert McClurg, Colorado Springs: first vice
1!'egeut. Mrs. W. 8. Peabody, Denve'r; recorgf
ng fﬁ‘f“ft‘affj Mrs. J. D. Whltmorelnen,et;
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of ihe association will be held ppen for six
months. Committees will be appointed. and
the association will set to work at once to
raise monsy, secure members, and lay the
foundation for a state park.

The area of pre-historic ruins in the South-
west covers a tract of 6,000 square mlles, ex-
tending from ‘‘the four cornmers’’ 1oto Color-
ade, Utah, New Mexico, and Arizona. There-
fore, the tract of land most valuable for a
park has been a grave question at issue with
the committee. They have had an accurate
and comprebensive map made of the section
called Mesa Verde, the green tableland, in
the southwesternr corner of Colorado. It is
their wish to include in the park that portiom
of the mesa and adjoining canyons which con-
tains the moet ruios.

It should be understood that Mesa Verde,
the probable location of the future park, is
2 strikingly singular d&ivide bDetween the
Mancos and the Montezuma valleys. Through- '
out its extent it is gashed and seamed by Innu-
merable deep canyons and ravines. The up-
lands are crowded with forests of pinon trees
in such cloge array that one finds it difficult
to pick a passage through them. Ruinsof the
houses of the mesa-diwellers are thick upon |
the piateau. ;

The canyons, which split the divide into
longues and islands of precipitous rock, are
lined with the houses of the cliff dwellers. '
The sides of the canyons are sheer walls of
yellow sandstone, ranging In height from .
b00 to 1,000 feet. As a rule, the dwellings
sland fifty or a hundred feet below the rim
of the heights, in a sheltered recess overéj
hung by beetling masses of rock. In a great
many instances it is impossible to climh tn
the bouses from the bottom of the canyon.
Mos&t of them bave to be entered from the top
of the cliffs. There are no definite roads dr
trails leading to them, and the difficulties to |
be overcome, and the dangers to be dared in |
visiting the cliff houses are many. The diffi-
culties and dangers only show how necessary
it Is to build roads and trails and a rest house,
so thal people with great enthusiasm but |
little strength may visit the ruins.

The CIiff Palace and the Spruce Tree house |
are two of the cliff houses included in the
tract set aslde for the park. The Cliff Palace
13 450 feet long, eighty feet bhigh, eighty feet
broad, and contains 127.rooms on the ground
floor, and accommodations for probably 1,000 |
people. The Spruce Tree housc is only a short |
distance from the Cliff Palace. and ie one &f |
tho wost finished apecimens of prehistoric

- archilecture yet found. A visit toone or both

of theee ruins would repay one for almost any |
amount of fatigue, and the Colorado Cliff
Dwellers’ association intends to be the path-
finder for the delicate enthusiast as well as '
for the brawny relle hunter.
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