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Pr. L. R. Kendi#ek,

President, Colorado lountain Club,
Cere KendrickeBellamy Stationery Co.,
Danver, Colorado.

Jen. 9, 1928

Dear Jaoks

Inglosed hereuith are clippings from the Stoskion Record of Doceambe
er 17, December 24, and December 31, with reference to the aelesction of
" a state bird for California.

Colorado already has a state flover, and a state tree, both, I be=
lieve, selected by the school children of the gtate, and later c¢onfirmed
by an 4t of Legislature.

It would seem desirable that a state bird should also be agresd
upon, and I would cuggest that the Colorado Mountain Club initiste sush
a movement and carry it to completion. It might be handled by the Con=~
gorvation Committees

It is certainly a desirable thing to have the ¢olumbine as an of=
ficial state flower. A8 you lmow, it is widely used in advertising
Golorado. This samo advantage would probably result from the salestion
of a otate bird. Tho seloetion of tho bird would invelve a weighing of
the merits of a mumber of different birde for this purpose, aund the cam=
paign in itaelf would be highly edusational to the eshool children, and
should prove of interest $o the gonoral publice It seems that this
ie a type of publicity that would bo favorable $o tho Colorado Nounte
ain Club, 8igse 4¢ is in line with its aims, vhich inslude edusation

and sonsarvation.

I would suggest that soveral promiment bird suthorlties de consultad
as to their preforense for a state bird, that similar inquiries be made
‘of the scological departments of the universities of the State, the State
tuseun of Matural History, amd amy other anthorities that suggest thaue
selves. Uhen their suggestions are received, together with their reasoms
ronsons for mominating any particular bird, this informmtion could be put
togother in & condensed form apd cubmitted to the publiec sshool authoritics.
1 have no doubs that they would cooperate in having & vote taken.




Mpo Po . Smoll hus at different times advoeatod making the vater oue
. @@l the offisial bird of Colorado. This, by the way, is one of the birds
that California is considering adopting es their ohoico. This perhaps
emphasigos the disadvantage of unnccessary delay in the matters I have
gpoken to Bob Rookwall sbhout it, and his suggeetion is the ptarmigan, for
the reason that Colorado has a greater number of 14,000 fool peaks than
any-other stateand has a highor average clewation thau amy other ctate, a
together with large areas above timber linme. Probably it has mors plare
migan than any other ctate., Some type of eagle is perhaps another possie

At any rate, this emems like am opportunity to btring before the pube
1i¢ 4n an intorssting mesmmer the bird 1ife of tho state, and to 0all their
attention to sertain outotanding species of our mative birde.

I do not know how mmny otates havo adopted official symbols of flow=
ers, treos, or birds, but information on this point aould protably be
obtained without mush diffioulty,

!
Sinocdrely yours,

Roger Ws Toll,
Superintendont.
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