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ir. Gotow ¥, Carlison
Superintendant

Moo Verds Taticua) Park
Colarado

Doy M, Carlson:

I bave recently ‘wmed over to you sy entire collection
of Indlan Jewelry, I wish to denate out > @ the Hess V.rde
Hetional Fark et this time thet part of the Jewelsy which is
listad on the attached sheet, with sppreised walne show:,

Although the jewelry is donated wilhout restriction,
it 43 my declire that 1% be Yopt permsvently at Hess Varde
Hoticnel Fark and displayed to the public in the Hesw Verde suged,
I have already donated soue mOney to you for the caves in wbdoh
to dieplay the Jjewelry,

Sincerely yours,
[ S/
Hary B, J. Colter
Avtiacizamot |

Under Autherdty contained in the Act of Jume $, 1960,
(i1 swat, 927), -:mmmtwmmw

of the Secretary Intericy s L aa
Mmmmmw&?m
Serire. darn’ el o attarhed ilot
mm&mumm
s e
Tocar W, Cariser 7







D6223

Mesa Verde National Park
Colorado

November 13, 1957,

Miss Mary E. J. Colter
#1 Plaza Chamisal,
East isanhattan

Santa Fe, New Mexlico

Dear Miss Colter:

It is with much pleasure and deep appreciation that | accept
for Mesa Verde National Park your most recent generous gifft of Indian

Jewelry. Two signed copies of the acceptance leftter and list are
returned herewith,

You may be sure that your wishes with regard fo keeping and
displaying the jewelry will be carried ouf. As you know, fr.Don Watson
prepared seven panels last Spring, and these have been on exhibit since
that time in the ceses for which you so thoughtfully donafted money.

The jewelry is most aftftractive and the exhibit has been a consfant
source of Iinterest and enjoymenf for Park visitors.

Please accept my thanks and kindest personal regards.

Sincerely yours, [ Res. Director
fisst Rez. Direeter
[ct D2 o -Admini:‘;;ﬁun
(Signed) TChi. Diwv. o. Operations |

/- Cui GAN@ tntern

TChi. Div of Bec. Res. PL
0. W, Cﬂr'sm T Chi. Forcstry Wildlife

Superintendent .

" Ficld Soficiter

Attachments /’ X
“ " Action Taken
Copy to: Regional Director, Region Three (2)
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WiLson.Compron AND WiiLSON
ATTORNE rS AT LAW
FLacstasr ARIZONA

L.B.WILSON
ORINN C. COMPTON
CHAS. B WILSON, '®

PEANI W, WILSOW

May 14, 1958.

Honorable H. M. Miller,
Regional Director,

United States Park Service,
Santa Fe, New lMexico.

Reference: Estate of Mary E. J. Colter, deceased.
Bequest to Mesa Verde Naticnal Park Museum.

Dear Vr. Miller:

I am sure you are familiar with the circumstances surrounding
the loaning of certain Indiar Jewelry, Pottery, Baskets,
Books, etc., to the Mesa Verde MNational Park Museum, an
adrinistrative unit of the Mesa Verde National Park cf
Colorado. Paragraph Fifteenth of Miss Colter®s Will

reads as follows:

"FIFTEENTH: (a) I have heretofore loaned
certzin Indian jewelry, pottery, baskets, bocks,
etc., to the Mesa Verde MNational Park Museum of
Coleorado. I ncw give, devise and bequeath to
said Mesa Verde National Park Museum of Colorado,
the articles so lcansd, and 2ll Indian jewelry,
pottery, baskets, prehistoric and modern, etc.,
of which I die possessad.

"] desire and direct that such Indian jewelry
and other articles be in the charge of the Park
Maturalist and is tc be displaysd to emphasize
the culture, {as shown in their artifacts used
for personal adornment), of the Indians of the
Southwest, from przhistoric times to the most
modern cevelcpments.

n(b) To facilitatie the fitting display of said
meterial, (which is not to be called a "collection"),
T give and begqueath the sur of Two Thousand {32,000.00)
Dollars to said MESA VERDE JATICNAL PARX MUSEUM of
Colorado for suitable display cases.,”

I ar advised that at the time the collection was loaned
tc the Museum, it was appraised at 37,539.35. In 1956,
Mizc Colter gsve to the Museum a part of the collection
velued at £2,537.75, and in 1957, she gave an additional




Honorable H. M, Miller,
May 14, 1958.
Page Two.

portion of the collection, valued at $1,175.00, takin
income tax for the portions donated for the years 1955

and 1957. Upon the aporaisement as originally fixed,

this would leave the value of ths collection to be acquired
by the Museum under lMiss Colter's Will as $3,826.60.

In order to save expense and ancillary proceedings in
Cclorade, I have been in cormunication with the Attorney
General. He has sent me blanks to be filled in and in
order to comply with the requirements, I will need a letter
from you giving me the correct status of the Museum. It

is my understanding that the designation of the Museum
under Miss Colter?s Will 4s a correct onej that 1is, Mesa
Verde National Park Museum, an administrative unit of the
Mesa Verde National Park of Colorado.

In checking the Colorado statutes, I find that exemptions

from the payment of Inheritance Tax in Colorado are as
follows:

"Transfers to or to use of the United
States, any state or territory or any
political subdivision thereof or the
Cistrict of Ceoclumbia are exempt.”

" Transfers to or to use of any public
institution, society, association or
trust forred for charitable, educational
or religious purposes are exempt.”

In my opinion, the legacy is exempt under ths second
provision quoted, but our nosition would be somewhat
strengthened if my understanding is right that the designa-
tion "Mesa Verde NatlZonal Park Museum, an administrative
unit of the Mesa Verde National Park of Colorado®™ is a
correct designation.

As you know, your Miss Alvina Zimmerman is more familiar
with this whole transaction than any cne else, and she
has dovbtiess given you the facts pertaining to same before.

I ar passing this letter on to you today, so that it will
be before you tomorrow. I plan to leave for Santa Fe
tomorrow, and be there Fridey and Saturday, and trust

in the meantime you will satisfy yourself as to the facts
surrounding the donation and legacy, and be able to give
me a letter that will be helpful in satisfying the taxing




Henorable H. M. Miller.

May 1L, 1958.

Page Thres.

authorities of Colorado, and making it unnecessary for
me to gec toc the expense and trouble of ancillary Letters
in Colorado. I will try to contact you while in Santa Fe.

With personal regards,

j1h

Very sincerely,

~
Ve

B. WILSON.
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Honorable H. M. Miller,
Regional Director,

United States Park Service,
Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Reference: Estate of Mary E. J. Colter, deceased.
Bequest to Mesa Verde National Park Museum.

Dear Mr. Miller:

I am sure you are familiar with the circumstances surrounding
the loaning of certain Indian Jewelry, Pottery, Baskets,
Books, etc., to the Mesa Verde National Park Museum, an
administrative unit of the Mesa Verde National Park of
Colorado. Paragraph Fifteenth of Miss Colter's Will

reads as follows:

"PIFTEENTH: (a) I have heretofore loaned
certain Indian jewelry, pottery, baskets, books,
etc., to the Mesa Verde National Park Museum of
Colorado. I now give, devise and bequeath to
said Mesa Verde National Park Museum of Colorado,
the articles so loaned, and all Indian jewelry,
pottery, baskets, prehistoric and modern, etc.,

of which I die possessed.

"T desire and direct that such Indian jewelry
and other articles be in the charge of the Park
Naturalist and is to be displayed to emphasize
the culture, (as shown in their artifacts used
for personal adornment), of the Indians of the
Southwest, from prehistoric times to the most

modern developments.
To facilitate the fitting display of said
material, (which is not to be called a "collection"),

T give and bequeath the sum of Two Thousand ($2,000.00)
Dollars to said MESA VERDE NATIONAL PARK MUSEUM of

Colorado for suitable display cases.™

"(b)

I am advised that at the time the collection was loaned
to the Museum, it was appraised at $7,539.35. In 1956,
Miss Colter gave to the Museum a part of the collection
valued at $2,537.75, and in 1957, she gave an additional




Honorable H. ¥, Hiller.
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pertion of the collection, valued at $1,175.00, takin
income tax for the portions donated for the years 195

and 1957. Upon the appraisement as originally fixed,

this would leave the value of the collection to be acquired
by the Museum under Miss Colter's Will as $3,826.60.

In order to save expense and ancillary proceedings in
Coclorado, I have been in communication with the Attorney
General. He has sent me blanks to be filled in and in
order to comply with the requirements, I will need a letter
from vou giving me the correct status of the Museum. It

is my understanding that the designation of the Museum
under Miss Colter's Will is a correct one; that is, Mesa
Verde Naticnal Park Museum, an administrative unit of the
lMesz Verde National Park of Colorado.

In checking the Colorado statutes, I find that exemptions
from the payment of Inheritance Tax in Colorado are as
follows:

"Transfers to or to use of the United
States, any state or territory or any
pclitical subdivision thereof or the
District of Columbia are exempt.”

"Transfers to or to use of any public
institution, society, association or
trust formed for charitable, educational
or religious purposes are exempt."

In my opinion, the legacy is exempt under the second
provisicn gquoted, but our position would be somewhat
strengthened if my understanding is right that the designa-
tion "Mesa Verde National Park Museum, an administrative
vnit of the Mesa Verde National Park of Colorado" is a
correct designation.

As you know, your Miss Alvina Zimmerman is more familiar
with this whole transaction than any one else, and she
has dovbtless given you the facts pertaining to same before.

I ar passinz this letter on to you today, so that it will
be before you tomorrow. I plan to leave for Santa Fe
tororrow, and be there Friday and Saturday, and trust

in the meantime you will satisfy yourself as to the facts
surrounding the donation and legacy, and be able to give
me a letter that will be helpful in satisfying the taxing
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Region Three
Banta Fe, New Mexico

e B e | MAY 201958

Wilson, Compton and Wilson
Attorneys at lLaw
Flagstaff, Arizouna

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Further reference is made to your letter of May 1k, relating
to the exemption from the Colorado inheritance and succession tax of

the bequest by the late Mary E. J. Colter of certain Indian jewelry
to the Mesa Verde Museum.

We have made the desired statements in an accompanying letter
as you requested, tending to estsblish that the bequest is exempt
under the second clause gquoted on page 2 of your letter. In additionm,
we thiuk that the first clause might also be applicable. Although
the bequest is In terms to the Mesa Verde National Park Museum, we
think the effect is to vest the title to the persomal property in
the United States of America. The Mesa Verde Natiomal Park Museum
has no statutory authority to take or hold title to property. For
that matter, the National Park Service itself has no such statutory
authority. Omn a number of occasions, deeds and other instruments
of traunsfer uaming the National Park Service as a transferee have
been construed to vest the title in each case in the United States
of America. As was sald in one case, "It is elementary that a eoun-
veyance to an agency of the United States which has no statutory
authority to hold property im its own name, operates to vest the title
in the United States. Dollar v. Land (C.A.D.C. 1950), 18L F. 2d 245;
Constitution, Art. &, sec. 3."

You might wish to comsider this point in claiming exemption
from the Colorado tax.

Sincerely yours,
5 GNEDY

Begi.loal‘.al Director

MB:ajg
5/20/58

D6223W
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Reglon Three B"L

Banta ¥e, liev Mexieo

MAY 201958

Mr. C. B. Hilson

wilson, Coapton and Wilson
Attarneys at Law
Flagstaff, Arizona

Dear ifr. Wilsons

The museun is an edministrative unit of Mesc Verde Hatiomal
Park, Colorado, and is the property of the United States, operated
and maintrined by the United Gtates Kational Park Service "o the
beneit and enjoyment of =13 versons who may visit this Hetiomal Park.

The Imdian jewelry and other srticles loaned and then
becueaihad {0 the muscum by Miss Mary E. J. Colter have been placed
on disolay. There is no admission cherged.

The musewn i sn imrortant festure of the educationnl
(interpretive) orogrem of <he U. S. Watioml Park Service in Mesa
Verdce Hetiomal Perk end as such is a feeility provided im the publie
interest ‘or educationmal murposes.

fineerely yours,
Bugh M. Miller (SIGNEDY
Regional Director

HiB:z2jg
5/19/58
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WiLsoN.CoMPTON AND WiLSON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
FLAGSTAFF. ARIZONA

C.B.WILSON
ORINN C.COMPTON
CHAS B WILSON,JR

PEARL H. WILSON

May 22, 1958. ~ RECEIVED
Nps .« T OFFICE

MAY 2 61958
- \‘.i}_‘A
Mr. Hugh M. Miller, L///i_//1,2ﬁgc;?i;
Regional Director, H‘lﬁ otr |

L
Mational Park Service, ! -

—,.n‘ .. - - |
Santa Fe, New Mexico. i Lﬁ‘A“QQ“F"" - ;
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Dear Mr. Miller:

Many thanks for letters you kindly pre-
pared and sent to me with reference to
the status of the Museum of the Mesa
Verde National Park. I am sure that
will £i11 the bill, and appreciate your
cooperation. I also appreciate your
citation of the Federal Court case.

Very sincerely,

C. B, WILSOH.

j1lh
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