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WILDLIFE PROELEMS AT GOLORADO HATIOHAIL MCNUMENT

W. B. MeDougall
Regional Biologist

Oolorado National Monument was visited by tho writer on June 10
anf 11 end until noem on Yume 12, 1940. The firet day was spont 4n
going over tho two stosk drives through the Honumont with Rangor Iuther
by car and on foot. The second day wag spent iR riding part of the
duffalo range on harseback with Ranger Iuther and Projoet Superintende
ent Gross. The forencon of the third day waes cpent in examirning. the
mesa dy car and on foot with Ranger Luther.

There are two stook drives through the Monument, emne extending
more or less longthwise of tho western portion of the lonument and
the othor extending across tho Honument toward the south ends A par-
tion of the drive in the western part of the Monument is already out-
glde of the Monument end parallel with ite boundary. All of the re-
mainder, with the exoeption of one mile at the north exd, een readily
be oliminated from the Monument by shifting it to the west in accoxd-
anoe with suggestions mede by Ranger Luther. The cne mile that can-
not bo aliminated from tho Momument should be shiftod to the west to
dbring 1t on the opposite side of a prominent edevation away from She
entrance road. This latter shamge will involve a small emcunt ©f
trail work which can readily be done with CCO laber. Thece changes
are agreeable to tho stockmen and their details ars well known by Mr.
Iuthor who first cuggested tham. Mr. Iather's recommendations showdd,
thopefore, bo ¢losely followed in making these changes. The changes
vill aid materially in restoring and protecting natural wildlife con-
ditiens in the Homument.

The drive through tho south end of the Mcnument should be shifted
fyom the Sorpent's Trail road to the 0J4 Poll Rea@ that branchas off
from the Papizs and Blue Hille Resd. This ohange has already been
agresd to Yy mpot of the stookmen end the 014 Toll road has been used
to a certain oxtont this yoar. The shange takes the stook drive away
from the Memumont entrance vroad and through a part of the Monument that
has a very vooky surfaco with vory 1ittle plant or animal life. A
suffiotent snount of work should de done on the 014 Toll Rozd so that
16 will de navigable by twucks. This 12 necossayy in opdey that ¢he
gheep men may follow their flosks with a truok and it will also make

this trail useful for patrolling that portion of the NMomument.



The uppar or mesa portion of tho Momument is covered with a pinen-
juniper woodland interspersod with sagobrush flats whore there is seme
grass, In scme places there are soattered mountain mahogany shrubs,.

8o far as food 45 concerncd, this mosa will support & limited mumber
of enimals dut there is no wator anywhere on the mesa. Along most of
the oastern side of the Monumsnt there iS a granite shelf or mesa abuut
half wey down the slope. In samse places this shelf is rather narrew,
but in other plases it 15 quito extensive. For the most part, the
@ain canyons, Monument, Ute, Red, and No Thoroughfare, are eroded doem
to the level of this shelf. Tho vegotation on this shelf 1s partly
pinon-junipor woolland intepsporsed with other shrubs, partly sagobrush
flats, end partly a rathor poor grado of grassland. At the base of the
slope 16 the grassliand that cxtenis to the Oelorado River but cnly a
1imited amount of which ie ineluded within the lMonument.

Practically the only water within the Monunent, aside fron sev-
oral springs in the bottom of tho oreck in the extrans souwb hoaat, i3
that which seops out from the base of the samdstone at the surface of
the granite shelf, Ono of theso secp springs, midway between NMonument
.and Ute Canyons, has been doveloped and water is collscted in a tank
for the benefit of the buffale. This spring should be cleancd out st
its souree, walled up to provent it from deing filled with s1l8, end
one or more cdditional tanks provided for water storages It is pro-
bable that cther seep sprirgs ceculd be doveloped at other places along
the sholf, The development of these springs for the use of the tuf- |
falo i8 justified booause of the faot that tho animals havo besm
fenced away f£rom the river which would be thelr natural soarce of water.
There 1o usuelly como water in Monument end Ute Oanyons that 15 aveilw
able to the buffalo but the animals have to travel very long distances
to got fyom one watering placs to mmother.

The duffalo pasture cennot be considered good tuffalo range eny-
whoye except on the gyessland at tho base of tho 0liffs and mest of
this has been fenged cwsy frem the bduffelo. However, there is some
feed on tho entire granite sholf and in both Monument end Ube Canyuns,
The animals spond a consideradlo emount of t4me in the two canyans,
Wo found most of the hexd 4in Ute Canyon. Ve saw 17 adults, 10 female
and 7 male, ani two calves, ) fomale and 1 mele. It is bolfoved that
there ere B more adults, probably 1 female and 2 males, and thore may
bo encthor omlf simse, at an inspection earlier in the seacon, Mw,
Lather belioved there were B pregpant ccuse This brings the numder of
andmals to0 20 efulte and oither 2 or 5 calves. The buffalo that we
gaw were in good physics) condition. I 4o mot dolisve, however, thad
tho pasture, s now ocnabitubed, can safely bo doponded upen to bekw
oapo of cay inoresse im the numbers of ungulates and in times of
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drought it would likely be insuffielent for the present number. There
are believed to be about 38 elk and a considerable number of deer in
addition to the duffalo. We saw 2 deer in Ute Canyon, btut did not see
any elk., The deer go up on the upper mesa freely and it is believed
that occasionally some of the elk get to the upper mesa and eseape to
other regions. The buffalo cannot get on o the upper mesa at all.

The buffelo pasture fence is built very close to the cliffs and
in two places it abuts the eliffs so thabt the animals have to c¢limb up
to the granite shelf and down again to get from one part of the grass-
1and to another., It iz said that thelr feet sometimes become so sore
from elihbing ever the roeky ¢liffs end traveling such long distances
for food and water that it is painful for them %o walk, In some
places the fence is not even on the Monuwment boundawy. If the fence
could be moved to the Momument boundary it would aid the animals ma-
terially in getting from one part of the area to ancther.

Prom time to time the guestion hes arisen whether, under National
Park Service policies, buffalo should be in this Monument ab all.
Personally, I do not think there is emy question at all that dbuffale
are native to the region. It is even probable that uwnder former,
satural conditions, buffelo often wandered up intc these canyons to
graze, since grazing eonditions in the eanyons unioubtedly were for-
merly very much better than they exré now. It is said that Indiens
formerly drove herds of theae animels into Ute Canyon in order te
kill them there. At the same time, it is certain that the animals
prefer grassy plains rather than these rocky ¢liffs and canyons. It
is probable that public, and especially locel, gentiment would pre-
¢lude any possibility of removing the buffalo from the Monument en-
tirely, in eny ease, end, therefore, every effort should be mads to
give the animale a comfertable and approximately naturel place in which
to 1ive. This ecan be deme, to a certain extent, by developing more
water and by moving the present fence to the Yonument boundary line.

There is another change that could be made te the advantage of

both the buffalo and the visiting publie. This is to open up Red and
No Thoroughfare Canyons to the use of the puffalo. This would involve

some additional fencing and certain small boundary changes to give a
buffer area at the base of the eliffe to enable the buffale to travel
readily from cne part of the range to another. The advantages of this
change would be that the carrying capecity of the renge would be ap~
proximately doubled and there would be very much more opportunity for
the lomument visitors to ses buffalo, when they were in the vieinity
of the Jerpent's Trail road,



Unless some of the above changes can be brought about socon, the
present herd of buffalo should be reduced by about 25 percent and the
aumber should then be kept at about 15 or 16 head wntil such time as
a part, at least, of the relief advocated in this report can be pro-
vided.

Although the Regionel Forester, several months ago, recommended
porcupine control along the road in this Monument, I see no reason for
such aetion. Pincn trees are sbundent and sre reproducing satisfactor-
{ly and the amount of porcupims damage is only such as should be ex~
pected in such a woodland.

COMCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The stock drive through the western part of the MNonument
should be moved entirely outside of the Monument with the
exception of one mile at the north end, as sugpested by
Ranger Iuther, and the necessary trail comstruction should
be done to enable this one mile to be moved to the west
away from the immediate vieinity of the entrance road.

2. The stock drive in the south end of the Monument should
be moved from the Serpent's Trail to the 013 Toll Road
end the necessary amount of trail constmetion should
be done to make this old road passable for trucks.

3, The seep spring that has been developed for the buffalo |
ghould be elesaned out and given better protecticm, one \
or more additional tauks for storage of the water should
be provided, and other seep springs should be developed
at convenisnt places along the granite shelf within the
buffale pasture.

4. The present buffalo fence should be moved to the Monu-
ment boundary to give the buffele more grassland and
enable them to travel from ome part of the pasture to
anct ey without elimbing over the roeky aliffs.

————

5, Red Canyen and No Thoroughfare Csnyon should be opened
up to the buffalo as soon as possible to increase the l
size of the pasture and make observance of the animels |
by the public more convenient.




-

7.

If none of the recommended changes oan be mafe very soon,
the number of buffalo in the Monument should be reduced to
15 or 16 and lept at approximately that number until addi-
tional food end water cen be provided.

Poroupines should be given the seme protestion as all other

gnimals in the Monumenb.

Rogional Biologiat.
/



Portion of the buffalo herd in Ute Canyon.

Olose view of several buffalo ineluding two
1940 calves.
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