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,\ irlkansas 
Erected 

Dei 

BY RAYMOND A. EATO~ 
'Automobile Ed itor The Rocky Mbun 

tain News) 
Charles Bent11 one of the bt otqer 
ho founded Bent's fort on · th 

!\rkansas r iver, was speaking w.it: 
t1vo companions on their wa.y to Tao 
ll1 January, 1848. 

"1 am sure there is no danger, 
13ent -,ai,id. ''.As civil govei'nor of Ne~ 
Mexico ~ feel safe.m visiting my f am 
lly; as safe as ln Santa. Fe. The plo 
lo recapture New Mexico Ia.lied las 
year.'' 

Bent was speaking to Stephen LeE 
1heriff of • the county in which Tao 
Ins loca.t~; J . W. Nell, circuit attor 
ney ; Cornelio Vijil, prefect of th 
rounty; NarcL<:Sis Baubien, son of th 
judge, a.nd Pablo Jarmmo, active il 
t.he county's affairs. · 

The same confidence was expressec 
111ore or less by the others, tho the: 
knew the embers of the rebellion lat 
in 1847 still smoldered. They reachec 
t.he home of Best in -Taos in safe t-J' 
They were in conference whe,n a larg 
baud of Mexicans and Pueblo In 
dians attacked the residence. '].'her, 
1,·as a valiant fight made rby Bent anc 
his fiye companions, but all wer, 
killed, 
Rent Pioneer Builder 
In Rocky Mountains 

The slaying of Bent removed one o 
the forceful men of the West and on, 
of the real pioneers of the p1·esen 
siate of Colorado. 

Bent doubtless was confide11t tha 
from his wide acquaintance in Nev 
Mf:'xico and his known popularlt: 
t.hat he was safe. He had operatec 
wagon trains over t~~nta Fe trai 
into Santa Fe· and wasi;fnown as on1 
of . the founders of Bent's fort. 11 
1846, when General ~earney con, 
r; uered New Mexico. hf had namec 
Bent governor, knowing the qualifica-
tions of the than for the place. Thi 
Bents originally were from St. Louis 

Bent's fort will ever live in th1 
history of .Gq\orado and of the· Rock) 
Mountapt·s~tes. Coupled with ii arc 
Jl,her f6i:fS. or posts of fur trapper: 
I. hat also ·wiJJ! figure In Westerrt his-
I ory. The motor tourist lnterest\ld ir 
1 he . beginning of settlernen ts in th1 
"'ocky M'.01tntain region can visit these 
;ites today. There are ruins of som1 
lf them still standing. This histori 
3 not only of Colorado -but of t.h1 
,,,., ,.,-·ri. "'~ rch of civili zation in t hi 
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