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A Senes by Robert B Davidson, Histonan
THE MAIN CORRAL

Although Bent's Fort always empoyed (nendly relation
with most Indian tribes in the area. this did not mean that the
herds of cattle and horses grazing mn the vicinily were umimune
to rmding parties. On the contrary. so constant was thn threat
that the owners found 1t necessary to provide 3 certam
amount of secunity for thew animals Protection was provided
n three ways 3 watchtower high atop the fort for sannng
the countryside, armed herders to watch the amumals. and 2
large walled corral for mght-time protection

Since all evidence of the corral was obliterated many yvean
ago by the farmer’s plow. we must rely almost completely on
diary accounts and the sheiches of L1 James Abert for clucs
to its exact location and appeatance Although his sketches
provide priceless detads. ha wntten descnption is surprsngh
briefl “On the west wde o the cattle yard, whih o
swrrounded by a wall wo hygh 4 effectually to shelter them
The coping of the wall o planted with cacti. which bear red
and white flowers. ™ .

Ceran St Veamn, hanse!f 28ded 2 fow additonal detasds o 2
letter dated July 21 lp{T g e west ude of the for
witiade the mam walls, Wt Ihe®atwg corral 1t was wide as the
tort and decp enough toeullid large herd The walls werc
d adobe . ewght feet hugh and three fect thik at the top lo
srevent anyone chimbwng in by might. the tops of the (onra
walls had been thickly planted wath cactus

This plant grew o Nwunanthv that m some places the
caves hung over the walls  and gave effecient protedtun
against 2 living thing that might wish to surmomt the
w al! s novel uw of native vegetation as 2 hindranoe 1+
wunvited intruders s partcularly notable smce o preceded
he m"wtm 0‘ MM wire Jurte » fewm v ears
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