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f,)u nding r.f Denve1· in November. 1858. 
fo llowed by gold discoveries .in Colo-
rado t hat opened this entire region 
to set.tlement. 
Bent's Fort Outpost 
Of Civilization 

The fur trading forts followed tbe 
Spanish explorations ·and f 0rmed a 
link betwe,en the civilization of the 
Spaniards in present New Mexico and 
Old Mexico with trappers and trad-
ers north into Canada. . . .. · 

Charles Bent. with . his · ·brothers 
William, Rbbert . aticl George · and 
Ceran St; Vre.til, were the real pio-
neers. Tpe:f -~fe. f;r~pers from the 
110:rthw,est co~1t~o came down 
tnto ,rtfii& c6unlfy1?']h:-the · early '20s, 
i;ettfing on :the up~f .reaches of the 
Arkansas River and ' tr~pping. I n 1826 
they built their first ·for t, .. a sGockade, 
O.Q. -the river between pteserit Pueblo 
and Canon City. 

In 1828 they moved down the r iver 
about.-1):lmiles west from the present 
town of Los Animas and built the 
first Bent's fort, which was com-
pieted in 1832. It was called by Lhem 
'·Fort William," for the brother, but 
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