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~~~!,~ll~&.~!E!¾l~~ .. "~,~! wf..~!.~. t,y! t .... _ ., .. , 
the operaung heart of Bent's Old Fort will be built as an compromise, some Tex.a:. longhorns . He said the Park Service 
added attr:ictaon at the fort for the summer sea~on . nccording had such animals al other locatJOns. 
t~, John Potterson, superintendent. 

Patterson. and the assistant supenntendent of the Rocky 
Mnuntam Group of ~onal Park Semce, disclosed the 
pLms Thursday m.-£.a..Jlllll;l~ Wa) ne Cone said that these plans 
didn't mean tha t ~s f~ co111plete restorauon of the fort 
had been JUnke<t . tt ]Qst a- aise of lack of money ," Cone 
said . " But moJYy 4s'<l!va~lt to bwld a replica of the 
blacksmith sho p.'' J 6 

Patte rson s111d tlut ii iUI planned that the blacksmith shop 
be an operating shop. He said he had already located an old 
fo r!?e in Durango and an old 11.nvtl in Anz.ona which were 
Jlmost true to the penod. He has two former retired Santa Fe 
bla.:-ksmi ths who he 1s trying to talk into working in the 
blacksmith shop. 
··t figure that there would be a market for handmade ox 

J10es. waU hooks and some of the other iron gadgets that 
.....,.. ~-......... ,.,,__,.., ... J,.., ,. l ,.-,.,th .rhn. n , . r-,,; ,f P "ll tf .O ll"rnn 

The plans also call fo r putting the forest rangers in 
costumes typical of the period. If buckskins are hard to come 
by, Patterson said he would settle for homespun . " At least we 
know that homespun was worn by the blacksmiths and the 
other help around the fort , even though the trappers wore 
buckskin ." 

Patterson said that the repLica of the blacksmith shop 
would not be built on the original me, rather adjacent to it. 
The original shop was not large . Wagons being worked upon 
were likely parked in the corral which was at one end of the 
blacksmith shop. 

Cone said that the extra activities at Bent's Old Fort wo uld 
be locaJ observance of the National Parb Centennial. This 
year is the I 00th anniversary of the service . It was on March 
I , I 972 that President U.S. Grant signed into law the bill 
~ r...,ritittn V,-11 r,, u ,rlnn.o 1\Jqt;.n, ,n nl P ~ r-l 
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