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T
he scream

 
o

f an 
ex

h
austed 

rid
er 

an
d

 
th

e savage 

ye lls o
f p

ursuin
g Indians w

ere all 
it 

too
k 

to o
pen 

th
e 

m
ass ive ga

tes of Fort B
en

t, lo
ca

ted o
n th

e su
n-b

leach
ed 

tra
ils th

at em
cred C

o
lo

rado to th
e So

u
th

. S
itu

ated on th
e 

no
rth

 b
ank of th

e A
rk

ansas 
R

iv
er 

betw
een 

th
e p

resen
t 

to
w

n
s o

f L
a.Junta a

nd L
as A

n
im

as, th
e F

ort w
as im

porta
n

t 

to 
C

o
lorado history for 

tw
o 

reasons. Fo
r 

tw
en

ty years, 

it pro
vid

ed a p
lace w

h
ere travelers co

uld take refuge and 

w
here 

com
m

erce 
co

u
ld 

be 
carried 

o
n 

w
ith

ou
t 

fear 
of 

I ndia
n attack. M

ore im
portant, it w

as 
th

e pattern
 after 

w
h

ich o
th

er forts w
ere m

odeled
-fo

rts w
h

ich later becam
e 

th
e to

w
n

s an
d

 ci ties o
f th

e state. 

Seco
nd to th

e A
m

erican F
u

r C
om

p
any in size, B

ent, 

St. V
rain and C

o. em
p

loy
ed 

nearly 
100 trap

p
ers at 

th
e 

h
eigh

t of its activ
ity

. T
he m

ain com
m

od
ity w

as fu
r. T

he 

m
ark

et 
w

as 
the 

eastern 
U

n
ited 

S
tates. 

T
h

e 
so

urce 
o

f 

su
p

p
ly

-th
e ent ire S

tate of C
olo

rad
o and north

ern 
N

ew
 

._
-

_..; :-~"'-:" 

M
exico. T

he com
pany

's m
ost im

press ive achievem
en

t-

Fo
rt B

ent. 
( 

T
h

e stru
cture 

itself 
w

p
s a 

m
asterpiece 

of 
fro

ntier 

in
gen

u
ity. T

he 
B

en
ts an

d
\ S

t. 
V

rain 
p

u
t 

into 
it 

th
eir 

extensive kn
ow

led
ge of the clim

ate, th
e country

, and th
e 

hab
its 

of hostile Indians. It w
as 

alm
ost as 

big as 
tw

o 

baseba ll d
iam

o
nds w

ith w
alls four feet thick and fifteen 

feet high m
ade from

 a m
ix

tu
re of adobe .an

d
 w

oo
l. T

w
o

 

sq
u

at tow
ers m

ou
n

ting cann
~

n guard
ed the south

east and 

north
w

est corn
ers of th

e F
o

rt. 
A

n 
ice ho

use 
w

as built 

near th
e river, and each w

in
ter it w

as fill ed w
ith a su

p
p

ly 

of ice 
for sum

m
er use. L

arge 
w

alled corrals w
ere 

co
n• 

structed in back of the m
ain fo

rt for the horses and ox
en. 

B
ut m

ore picturesque t}ian th
e exterior fea

tures w
ere 

th
e peo

ple w
ho gav

e life to
! f

ort B
ent. T

h
ere w

ere_ trap· 

pcrs 
and traders 

011 
th

eir w
ay 

to 
or 

from
_ expechuons, 

travelers w
ho sto

pped at the fo
rt before head

m
g w

estw
ard 

T
h

is 
hi s rori ca

l m
a

teria
l ha

s b
ee

n m
a

d
e ava

ila
ble thr o

ug
h the c

ou
rtesy

 of T
h

e T
i tl e G

uara
nty C

o
m

n
"' nu 

n
r

nver, C
o

lorad
o
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Z
: 

: -
alo

ng th
e S

anta Fe T
rail , and a m

o
tley Yariety of In

dians 
w

ho cam
e to trade furs for 

fo
od

, w
hiskey, a

nd trin
kets. 

N
o

ise w
as com

m
o

nplace- th
e rau

co
us Y

o ices o
f th

e tr ap­
pers, shriek

in
g Indian w

om
en

, and th
e sq

ualls of half­

breed child
ren. O

ccasio
nally, ro

utin
e cam

e to a standstill 

w
hile the m

en took 
u

p
 posts alo

ng 
th

e w
all 

lO
 defend 

against parties o
f raidin

g braves. 
B

ut th
e colorful w

orld of Fo
rt B

ent w
as d

oo
m

ed by 

th
e caprice 

o
f fashio

n
. T

h
e 

fur 
m

arkets dried 
u

p and, 

in 1852, 
the F

ort w
as aband

o
ned

. i\lu
ch had happ

ened 
d

u
rin

g its tw
enty years-m

u
ch w

hich h
ad helped 

lO
 shape 

m
en's lives. 

So
m

e 
of th

e 
trave lers w

h
o 

Y
isited 

Fort 
B

en
t 

later 

returned to C
o

lorado
-

to dig fo
r go

ld
, to

 start farm
in

g, to 
o

pen stores, to set u
p

 tow
ns. Soon

, civi li za tio
n w

as flo
ur­

ish
in

g
 along th

e foo
t o

f th
e R

ockies. 
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