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Fort- St. Yr11in aa It " 'U 
in pionf'H t lmea. 

Post - Was First of 1\'lany .\rl{ansas RiYcr 
Erected in the 

Denver 
Days Long Before 

. 
Was Established 

,· BY RAYMOND •~ EATON 
(Automobl1- E.&Jwir TIM a-, MOllD• 

' WAN..-.) • 
Oha.rlN BML. on, ot the brol.hera 

•ho · foul}ded 'Ben\'1 ! ton on \he 
An&n&&1 river, 'WU apta.k.lnf wllb 
f'IYO OOIJ\p&lUOQI on c.belr ,n:/ \.0 1)01 
~ · Ja.nuary,· lMl.11 ' 

\'l e.m aure. l.btrt 11 no dU\fer," 
&nt aald. ~Ai clrll ,o1'tmor ol New 
Mexloo I feel tale tu nllUnl my !MU­
il)': u Nlfe u In 8tJll.a h. Th e plot 
10 rt-capture New Meiloo talk<! lMt 
)'tar.'' · \. •.• 
' Drnt M~ll apet.k.tna to 81.tphen Lee, 

t.herlf! or the county 1n whlch TMll 
WIS located : J. w. Nell, circuit att.or­
N~··.~Qrl\~I\!), ' :V\lll,.,_J?rttec~ of the 
nt y; Oornello VIJU, P™ect of the 
. ounly; Nard.ssla Baublen. aon o! I.he 
)lidge. and Pablo Jt.rmlllo, t.eU\'e In 
1 he county'a t.f!f.1r&. 

The u.me oontldence wall expretlitd 
m ore or le&S by the other•. tho they 
knew the emb6r1 of the rebellion late 
In \8t1 1tU\ amoldered. They reaohed 
tho home of Bent 1n TaoA 1n aafety. 
They were ln oonferen~ when & larle 
ba.nd of Mexlo&nl t.nd Pueblo ln­
dl11ns at.I.a.eked the reald.enoe. Tllere 
'\l,·~ a valiant ftaht made by Bent and 
hls five oom,panlona, but tJ1 were 
kU\ed. ' 

It bec&.tn• kno•11 only U ·nenr, of the Roe.kl .. In UlON d.an. ti YU fort..· Tht 1nc:101ur11 wu 1110xl3~ aba11donod In 11.)1 when 1't)« au­tNt wlU1 wall.I l our foot lhlck and 16 land wu buUt. ,\II tM uppt.r p&rt. feeL hlth, lluUoru SO !N I In hol1hl o! tho lUu 0111..nd, V&l.14.1 wu a part TOM , t,'on1 lwo oorner1 a nd Wl!rr ol Naw Mo.w.l.co unUl Cl:>.londo ,...... armed wlLh eannon. while there -re adrnlttod u a 1urttory ln 1861. KH ma.ny porUlolN Ul ru which a mu.ah\ \.'anon wa., on, of I.he OOGl.IllMldtn barn! oowd be p1.11ht<S to repel an ol P'lllt Oarl•nd ln Lhe '00a. a.llacll;, In I~ when the ,on.rnmmt IJL \ "Bln'I Fort boutht Demi'• nur rort It wu named C-1« ol Dt11.nw Rf'tlon t'ofl Wlu, bul du.rtnf the C1YU War Bt'nl'a fort 1tood u th e ou1p011 ol tr.., name ....., cha.n1ed to Port Lyon. clvtllaUou, U1e c,e,ntu o.t all l ur ac - bttawe of Wue'a aclivlt.ia 1.n the lhltlee for the R~ Moun1aln Con!t<lu-acy. 
rt'I IOll. In ISM II W&S abandol1ffl an<! Old Camp Weld 
Beul 'a new ton -. a.s rtlO\-ed !a.rt.her Sow Pan ol IHnvu 
down the rhu 11tar t.h t ~nt town Olhtr mll11a.ry poet.a l.nelude Oamp of Prolfttl. ll 'lr"M aold tu U1e a,)\' • Weld. U1 whkh I.a DO'W a O&rt o! Weat of Pro'lltt'I. It 'll'M 60ia oo mt a,)\' · 1 Wela., 1.n wmcn r..s no• & p&t• 01 vvc~• errumnt In 1~ a.s a mllltary poet . Denver. bullt In 1861 and home or the 1n 1837 St. VraU\ buUt hll ton w-<'5l First Colo.radoa.. The of(lce.rs' QU&r· o.f present Pla.tlev11le and It became tus still stand aL w. Elchth ave. a.nd to the northern f'eiloOS ,.,hat Be,nt's Va.lie.lo st. 'lite P'1rst Colorados de­wu to the 10uU1ern. T here W&J • rea.ted the Confederate army at the w~lly expre,a service ma.lnta.lned be- battle of Apo.che Canon and La Olo­tween t.he tii.'O !on.&, I.he route crossing rt,t&. th ereby 51,vlng Colorado !or t.he the alte of Denver. Unlon. Fort Sedgwick wu erected In Rulna of St . Vra.ln's fort sWl are the !&1.1 o! 18&4 during the Indian up­vlalble. The adobe walls were H feet rl.sl.ng, & mile west o! old Julesburg, htah and t.he lncl0t1ure wu 100xll5 on the South Platte River, near Ovid. feet wlt.h butlona dlqonally oppoaite. Fort Latham wu founded in 1862, Fremont and at.her explorers made 1t 12 miles eut of Greeley, u & protec­t.heir ot,Jectlve, and hens Kit Car- tion for the stage coaches and lmmt­aon and other f1UUout1 trappers grants; Camp Collins, that became J\ent Pioneer Bull4u were familiar vWtora. It was I.he present Fort CgllJm, was founded 1.n Jn Roeky Mo1tnl&lns oonncctlng llnk for the trappers !rom January, 1863. The lll&ylng of Bent removed one of Fort L&r&mle, ln Wyoming, to the Camp Wardell, founded 1n 1865, 1n the forceful men of the West and one IOI.1th and I.be Sp&nlah. settlements P™ent Morgan Oounty, was at the of \he ret.l pioneers of the pret!Mt Here 1.n 1911 the D. A. R. erected a Junction or the stage and lmmlgr11,11t , ta~ of Oolol'Mio. monument st. Vr&ln 1&1.er was a road that led into Denver and on to Bent doubUeu wu oon!l.dent that pioneer m~t in Demer, 1.n 1859. the west Fort Morg11,11 was ltii i;uc-from bJa wide a.oquaint&ooe 1n New cesi;or. Mexico a.nd h1I known popularity Otber Fv Posts ____________ _ t h.t ,.,,. wu aa.1• "" had 0 -,...w ln Northttn Colorndo 



Mexico 1u1u .... --
the.t he was se.fe. t:e :adta o~r:u ~ In 1836 Lieut. Lancaster .I:', ,.uuyw .. , 

\\'&gon tra!DS over e :; wrt a.I one becoming interested In the filr busl-

ln~t:~ta F;e::~;;ent'~ fort. In ness, resigned from the annY and es-
of 8 wti°e~ oeneral Kearney con- tabllshed his · fort In 1837 near the 

1846• d New Mexico he he.d named town that now bears his nante, The i~~: g~vernor 1tnowlnB the qua.llflca• post · ;we.a· vartoualY known as. Fort 
tlons or the man tor the place, The Lupton•and;lll Fort LanCM~~11 _ _I~or~. - -

!,tfofillnall1'Were frQm St. Loula; ~on,'. oM.h& ,poet still are .ma talned . 

J~ent/s.~lot~;,~Ut.'.ever ',llve' In the ·on 'the'!.EWlnr'r,J'&nCh, ' It' also ad a . 
htstorfof 'COlOrado and of the Roek1 baatlon~;:·The ·place waa .- ab~doned : · 

'Mountal!i'°atates, ' Coupled with It are when Parkman paaaed In 1846, ut In; :.:\' 
'other ·forta or posts ·or fur trappers the late.'60s ·and early •aos·was eoc• . , 
that also will figure In ;west.em his· 'cupled 114. a ,atage·. station, and · Wf' · a : · 
tory. · Jlle motor tour lat !ntereste~ In .refuge . of pioneers from the Indl!ns, 
the beginning of _settlemenl:9 In the · Trappers fort, aa It has been tenn~d, 
Roeky"Molilltaln reglon:can vlalt these was ' just beyond Fort LUpton.' LI • 
sltes•today, There are ruins of some tie Is 1cnown '. of ., lts history. It w 
of them still standing, This history 1n ruins when Fremont Sliw It In 18U 
Is -not" on!~ of Colorado but. of • the In 1924; Dr, LeRoy R . He.fen, · his· · .- ;! 
onward march of clvlllze.tlon · In the torlan ·of the Colorado Historical So· :, · , 
Uµlted States the.t cU1mln9!ted In the clety · · unearthed e. · corner of • Its 
founding of Denver In November, 1868, foundation Fort -Vasquez was . just. ... -· ---'--- ...... - • · 

followed by gold discoveries In Oolo• · 
rado the.t opened this entire region beyond Trappers and was established 

to · settlement. , · In 1837._ · . , . .. 
Bent's Fort outpost , . Fotts _ Lupton, Vasquez and Tre.p-
Of c1,1111at1on . pera lie along the Denver paved road 

The-fur -trading forts followed the to Greeley and St. _Vrt.ln Is only a 
Spanish explorations e.nd ·. fonned a sh_ort· distance west of Ple.ttevllle .. 
link , between the clvlllze.tlon of ' the Roubldeau ~ullt · · 
Spaniards In present New Mexlco,and Flm Post on Western Slope 
Old Mexico with trappers and··tre.d• · Fort Roubldeau, or Robldeaux as 
ers north Into Ce.nade.. - · · · · the ne.me ts rometlmes 6pelled, was 
, Oharle11 Bent, · :with his _. brothers built rometlme In ' the late '30& nee.r 

r ·w1111e.m, · ·Robert and . George and the present city of Delta., but waa de­
': Ceran · st. Vraln were ·the ree.l . plo~ stroyed by the Utea shortlY after . Its 
: neera, They were tre.ppers from the· este.bllshment. - Roubldee.u was a fur 

-northwea, country who , came down trader and la sa.ld to be· the first man 
, ' In.to this country In the ee.rly ·'20s, to bring we.gons over the Sa.ngre de 
: sett\lng . on the upper ree.ches of the Crl!lto range. He crossed by Mosce. 
, A~ltanae.s River and tre.pplng. In 1826 Pe.ss, also called Roubldee.u Pe.ss In 
·,)hey built .their first' fort, a stocke.de, old histories In honor of him. · Gun­
I • on the river · between · present Pueblo nlson a.nd Marcy ·ee.ch mentioned the 
! and ·Oe.m~n City. · ·, .. · site of t-hls :'post In their travels. 

· bod•• •0• • wm· ~•~r ""' '" ·•m• on the· Ewing.-ranch It also 'l. d 
, history of Colorado and of the Rocky b ti ·. Th · r:a. a 

· Mountain 'states. Coupled with It are as on. e place we.s ab~oned 
, other forts or posts of fur tre.p rs when Pe.~kma.n passed In 1846, ut In 
:' the.t also will figure In western his- the le.te .- 60s and early '60s we.a ·eoc­
. tory, The motor tourist Interested In cupled Ill! a -stage ste.tlon, and Wfll a 
·. the beginning of settlements In the r_efuge -of pioneers from the Indlnns. 

Rocky ·Mountain region can vl!llt these TrapP:9rs fort, aa It he.a been term~d, 
sites tode.y. There are ruins of some WM Just beyond Fort Lupton. Lit­
of thepi still standing. Thia history tie Is known of .•Its history. It WM 

· ~ not on!~ of Colorado but of the In rulna;when Fremont S!iw It In 1843 
: onward ma.rch of clvlllzatlon·· ln the In 1Ui_4, Dr. LeRoy R. He.fen, his­
. Uµlted States· that oulmlne.ted In the torlan of the Oolore.do Historic&! So· 
, founding of Denver In November, 1858, clety, · Ul)earthed e. corner of Its 

__ followed by gold dlacoverlea 1n Colo- foundation. Fort ·Vasquez was just 
· radto O that opened this entire region beyond Tre.ppers and was established· 

settlement. • ·: In 1837. .. 
:,n~~J'~u~!tpoet , .,},!/

11
ts · ~upton, ' Vasquez and Tre.p-

Th f · · ..-v 8 ... ong the Denver paved road 
Span~h u~ ~Ing forts followed the to Ore6Jey and st. vraln Is only a 

, link• betw:i 
0
::

0
~vu:.t1o~~e~h: :i::-:1::tan:e U~est of Ple.ttevllle. 

• Spaniards In present New M x1co nm u 
0 

· Old Mexico with tra e ,and Post on Weatern Slope 
ers north Into canad~pers an~ tre.d- th Port Roubldee.ti, or Roblde&ux as 

. wfil:arlea Bent, with his brothers buttn::et~ 1SOmetlmes 6pelled, WM 
am, Robert and George d th e In the le.te '30s nee.r . ~=~ ~h Vraln were the real :C,. at:Of~eae:,t ?Jity of Delt&, but WM de­

northw ey were trappers from the estab Y e Utes shortly after Its 
Into th~t country who •came down tre.de~ent. Roubldee.u was a fur 
sett\ln country In the ea.rly '20s to b r an la said to be the first man 

, Ar1tan!a:n the upper ree.ches of the Cris ring wagons over the Sangre de 
they built ~~:I~ and trapping. In 1826 Pasa to e.~e. He crossed by Mosca 

t on the river bef lrst fort, a stockade, old hlsto I ca:ied Roubldeau Pass In 
and canon City ween present Pueblo Dison e.n~ ~ n honor of him. Gun-

r ' In· 1828 · th · · · , It arcy ee.ch mentioned the 
: about 12 mu: ~:Stet down the river 

1 ~~l t~ ri5t In their travels . 
. town of Los Anlm rom the Present derlv e 0

, from which the city 
first Bent"s • fort ~ &~d bullt the after e:, !ta alname, WM built In 1842 
p!eted In' 103

2 
It c was com- h 6{11 I fort of a slmllar n ' 

'F,ort Wllllam." fo~~~~~~t~~rth:: B:~t•!~: l:~~t five mlles wes:~~ 

• . -H:r~!tt;rockett was In Browns I 
west co wna Pass, In the north­
It ·wM "J:::o':zrresent Moffat County, 
as "Fort . Mlse a~ong the trappers · 
scarcity of prov~l~ll8 because of the 
U. 8. Army 8uU4a • 
Fort Masa&c,h tts ' 

The first u ~• ar · .-
Col~rado was· Fort ~ l>Ost In present , 
miles from Fort Oarlasadchusetta, six 

. outpost for pr te ti an . It was an . 
from the Ut o_ c on of New Mexico 

. waa the. outg:n~l:,~ buttt In 1852, It 

1

. 
. •. ·- . .. -.. :.. . . governmeot post 

. . , . .- : ·. 'Officers' qu: 
" · Camp 'Weld 

:·'\\ at W. 8th a· 
•-: ·· _; st; -~e cl' 

yards f · 
·. Platte 'f 

'Officers' qur 
Camp Weld · 
at W. 8th a· 
st. The CF 
yards f · 
Platte T 
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