
University of Northern Colorado University of Northern Colorado 

Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC 

Bent’s Old Fort Colorado National Parks 

Varied Schedule Reflects Bent's Fort History Varied Schedule Reflects Bent's Fort History 

Pueblo Chieftain 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digscholarship.unco.edu/beol 

https://digscholarship.unco.edu/
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/beol
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/cnp
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/beol?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Fbeol%2F58&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


, n
u

 n
iu

uum
:11 r--a

r" -.,y::m
m

, 
m

:15 g
ra

m
e

o
 tsent'S u

1a t-ort ru
nas to ne1p repair tn

1s aaooe stru
ctu

re
 

C
 1 

~ r,__,. .. fund
s also w

ill p
rovide fo

r im
p

ro
ve

d operations an
d

 m
o

re historical research 
R

u
 ~~ ( o 

~' 1 t'i 
' 0 1 ) 

/ • 3 0 · g 7 f ~ 
V

aried schedule reflects B
ent's F

o
rt history 

L
A
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N

T
A
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A

 w
ide variety of 

educational 
an

d 
recrea

tio
nal 

events w
ill be offered this year at 

B
ent's O

ld F
ort N

ation
al H

istoric 
Site, according to B

ill G
w

altney, 
c
h

ie
f 

r
a
n

g
e
r 

a
n

d 
V

I
P 

coordinator. 
"A

ll the even
ts are planned to 

draw
 attention to our purpose at· 

the fo
rt," G

w
altney said

, w
hich 

\ 
is to give an accurate depiction of 
life at a pioneer fu

r trading post 
in the year 1846. 

T
w

o "W
inter Q

uarters" events 
w

ill be held for authors, teachers 
and history re-enactors, he said. 
D

uring 
each fou

r-day 
program

 
the particip

ants can "com
pletely 

im
m

erse them
selves in life as it 

w
as in

 1846." 
T

he first w
inter quarters w

ill 
be M

arch 26-29, an
d the second 

w
ill occur O

ct. 15-18. T
he courses 

\ 
... can be used to collect tw

o college 
l 

credits from
 

A
dam

s State C
ol­

lege, an
d are a source of credits 

for teacher recertification. 
O

n M
ay 5, a tradition

al C
inco 

de M
ayo celebration w

ill be stag­
ed to com

m
em

orate the 1863 bat­
tle at P

uebla, M
exico, w

hen M
ex­

ican forces liberated their coun­
try

 from
 the F

rench
. S

peakers, 
d

a
n

c
e
rs

, 
m

u
sic

ia
n

s 
a
n

d
 

dem
onstrations 

w
ill 

be 
part of 

the activities. 
M

ay 14-17 and M
ay 21-24, the 

play "V
oices U

nder the W
ind" 

w
ill be perform

ed each day. T
he 

play w
as w

ritten by O
tero Junior 

C
ollege 

professors · E
d Stafford 

and T
im

 W
alsh. 

O
n Ju

ly
 4, the F

o
rt w

ill stage a 
typical 

frontier 
Independence 

D
ay celeb

ration w
hich focuses on 

p
atrio

tism
. 

E
arly

 . A
m

erican
 

g
am

es 
and 

activities 
w

ill 
be 

org
anized for visitors. 

July 
31-A

ug. 
2, 

the 
annual 

d
ra

g
o

o
n

 
e
n

c
a
m

p
m

e
n

t 
w

ill 
feature 

m
ore 

than 
a 

dozen 
of 

A
m

erica's finest 
re-enactors of 

frontier history
. 

T
hey 

w
ill 

re­
en

act the day-to-d
ay lifestyle of 

the 
frontier 

soldier 
during 

the 
1820s and 1830s. 

A
ug. 

7-9, 
descendants 

of 
the 

B
ent fam

ily w
ill congregate at 

the 
fort 

for 
the 

annual 
B

ent's 
fa

m
ily 

reunion
. 

T
his 

y
ear 

a 
N

ative A
m

erican pow
-w

ow
 w

ill 
be included in the festivities and 
m

em
bers of several nations w

ill 
attend the event, G

w
altney said. 

O
n A

ug. 15, fort personnel w
ill 

stage K
ids' Q

uarters for C
hildren 

giving 
youngsters 

a 
chance 

to 
particip

ate 
in 

g
am

es 
and 

ac­
tivities 

sim
ilar 

to 
those 

w
hich 

children played to p
ass the tim

e 
in the 1840s. 

A
 fiv

e-day historical event is 
plann

ed for L
abor D

ay w
eekend, 

Sept. 3-7. 
A

 
fur 

trad
er's 

encam
pm

ent, 
featuring 

talents of individuals 
from

 several W
estern states, w

ill 
take place both inside and out-

side the fort's w
alls. G

w
altney 

said app
lications w

ill be required 
for 

participation this 
year 

and 
people 

w
ho 

take 
p

art 
w

ill 
be 

c
r
e
d

ite
d

 
as 

ac
tu

a
l 

p
a

rk 
volu

nteers. 
A

 
D

iez 
y 

Sies 
celebration 

is 
planned for Sept. 16. T

he trad
i­

tio
n

a
l 

c
e
leb

ra
t

io
n 

co
m

­
m

em
o

rates 
M

exico
's 

freedo
m

 
from

 S
panish rule on the sam

e 
day in 1821. 

M
exican-A

m
erican 

folklore
, culture, food and dance 

hold sw
ay in the fort. A

 docu
m

en­
tary

 
p

ap
er 

on 
the 

dem
ocratic 

m
ovem

ent 
in 

M
exico 

w
ill 

be 
prepared by D

r. D
avid S

andoval, 
a professor at the U

niversity of 
S

outhern C
olorado

. 
T

he 
final 

event 
planned 

for 
1987 is a C

hristm
as celebration in 

the m
ann

er observed at the fort 
during 

the 
fur-trad

ing 
period. 

T
h

e w
eekends of D

ec
. 11-12 an

d 
D

ec. 
18-19 

are 
scheduled 

for 
ob

serv
a

tion 
of 

C
h

ristm
a

s. 
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