
University of Northern Colorado University of Northern Colorado 

Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC Scholarship & Creative Works @ Digital UNC 

Bent’s Old Fort Colorado National Parks 

Trading Post Aided Area in Many Ways Trading Post Aided Area in Many Ways 

Rocky Mountain News 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digscholarship.unco.edu/beol 

https://digscholarship.unco.edu/
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/beol
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/cnp
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/beol?utm_source=digscholarship.unco.edu%2Fbeol%2F73&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


B
ent's O

ld F
o

rt-la
st of a Series 

... 

TrClding Post A
ided 

--
W

ays 

• 
~

-
• 

•
~

" 
~ 

-~
-

·- . 
':°

~
,i,;'. 

·~· .. .,; ... :·;~<"., 
-
-
~

 . 
J# ~ ... . ,~ 

't' 
, \~~¥' 

.. ,Y
r,<.-:' 

:· 
. -

,, ~
 ~

l.'<, ~
::.t.l:.t._~ 

t1 
]\ 

li t l a e 

,,, 
· 

. 
• 

• 
-le< 

-
~

.: ::,~
t ;;* 

··
'K

~
 !V

' -~
~
 

_A
e
r ial 

\'ic
w

 
sh

o
w

s 
ex

cav
atio

n
s at 

B
<'nl"s 

O
ld 

F
o

rt 
F 

... d 
t" 

o
u

tlm
e
s o

f w
a
lls a'l.d ro

o
m

s are , ,isibl"' 
'l .. h 

t 
h 

. 
o

u
n

 
a io

n
 

i 
. 

. 
· 

' 
-· 

'
· 

t> 
ren

c 
es w

ere d
u

g
 d

u
r-

ng-
th_ e 

~
l'arch

 fo
r h

1
sto

n
cal artifacts 

T
h

e f,, rt 
•h

· h 
t 

t 
1· 

'" 
• " 

•r 
o

p
era ed as a 

ra
, m

~
 p

o
st a

n
d

 d
efen

se b
astio

n
 b

etw
een

 1833 an
d

 1849 
· 

b 
· 

s to
n

·ll 
as 

a 
n

atio
n

a
l 

h
isto

ric 
site. 

. 
1 

, 
• 

, 
, 

• 
• is 

em
g

 re-
l

\ , 

B
y

 
W

. 
T

. 
L

IT
T

L
E

 
R

o
c
k

y
 M

o
u

n
tni11 N

ew
s W

riter 

H
~~N

T
'S 01:D

 F
O

~T
. July fl-In

 its 16 years of active 
op,er~liion

, 
H

ent s 
old 

Jio!·t. 
1~:rn 

to 
1849, 

w
as prim

ariJy a 
trad•~~-

post-th
e
 m

ost. 
im

portant 
one 

in 
this part 

of 
the 

fron
tier. 

I 
B

ut. 
it 

w
as 

m
ore 

than 
th

a
t. 

It 
I w

ere 
regularly 

w
atered ,and 

pro
w

a
s 

a 
so

d
a! 

center. 
a 

resting I du
ced 

red and w
hite flow

ers. T
he 

p
lace for th

e trav
elers and w

agon I bui lders 
evidently 

had som
ething 

train
s 

u
sin

g
 

th
e 

S
an

ta 
F

e 
T

rail 
of an artistic 

touc:h. 
a 

rep
air 

dep
ot, 

a 
spo

t 
to 

l ive 
it ' 

W
illiam

 
B

en
t w

as 
th

e resident 
u

p
 

w
ith

 
a 

few
 

quaffs 
of 

good 
m

an
ag

er of th
e operation. C

lharles 
"

~h
isk~·, 

a1th
ough 

W
illiam

 
B

en
t 

B
en

t 
directed m

any of the finan
frow

n
ed

 
on 

over-in
d

ulgence. 
/ 1 cial 

arrangem
ents 

through 
S

t. 
A

rm
y

 
u

n
its 

freq
u

en
tly

 
stopped 

L
ouis 

banks, 
and 

he 
also 

served 
at 

th
e 

fort, 
and 

i t 
ser\'ed 

as 
a 

w
ith th

e third p
artn

er in
 th

e ven
defense 

again
st 

m
arau

d
in

g
 

bands 
ture, 

C
eran S

t. V
rain, in

 running 
o! 

In
d

ian
s. 

alth
o

u
g

h
 

generally 
m

ercantil~
 stores_ in

 S
~

nta F
e and 

t.h
ere w

as 
little In

d
ian

 
trouble. 

T
aos and m

 m
ak

m
g

 trips to carry 

R
 

"d 
t M

 
u 

. 
on 

trad
es 

w
ith 

th
e 

Indians 
and 

esi 
en

 
an

a5e1 
M

exfoans. 
T

h
e 

to4p 
o! 

nhe 
hig

h 
w

all 
su

r-
W

rote 
-..0 n e 

historian, 
"T

hey 
ro

u
n

d
in

g
 th

e ~u.rral or 
catt le y

ard
 

w
ere m

ighty ~
e
n

 w
hose w

ill w
as 

w
a

s 
plan

ted 
w

ith
 

ca
ct us , 

vvhich 
p

rair ie law
, w

ho cocld sw
ay w

hole 



tribes. 
w

ho 
knc-,v

 
In

d
ia

n
s 

a
n

d
 

M
ex

icans as few
 o

th
e

rs d
id

." W
il

liam
 

B
ent 

m
arr1ed 

O
w

l 
W

o
1

n
an

, 
the daughter of _a C

h
ey

e
n

n
e
 ch

ief, 
and th

is ga~
e hlf: a 

stro
n

g 
~

n
flu


ence in dealm

g w
ith

 th
e 

In
d

ia
n

s. 
"It w

as a profitab
le o

p
era

tio
n

 
during its peak Y

ears, a
cco

rd
in

g
 

to 
in

form
ation

 
g

ain
ed 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

research
 

by 
actin

g
 

P
a

rk
 

S
u

p
t. 

D
w

igh
t 

E
. 

S
tin~on 

a
n

d
 

D
o

y
le 

D
om

b
ang-h

, season
a

l h
isto

ria
n

 a
t 

th
e fort. 

It w
as a 

self-su
fficie

n
t 

in
stitu

-
tion 

th
at em

ploy
ed

 
a

b
o

u
t 

60 
p

e
r-

I s,ons includ
ing such 

sk
ille

d
 w

o
rk


m

en 
as 

w
heelw

ri~·h
ts, 

c
a
rp

en
ters, 

g
un

sm
iths 

an
d 

ht a
rk

sm
ith

s. 
T

h
e
 fo

rt 
co

n
tain

ed
,, 

liv
in

g
 

q
u

a
rte

rs, 
sh

o
p

s, 
k

itch
en

s a
n

d 
1:0

0
~

 re
n

te
d

 
to

 tra
v

e
le-rs. 

R
eb

u,ilt L
ik

e O
,·igin

al 
W

a
te

r w
a
s su

p
p

lied
 fro

m
 a 

fin
e
 

w
ell, w

h
ich

 w
as re

d
isc

o
v

e
re

d
 d u

r
in

g
 th

e
 recen

it e
x

c
a
v

a
tio

n
 w

o
rk

 b
y 

th
e
 

U
.S

. 
N

a
tio

n
a
l 

P
a
rk

 
S

e
rv

ic
e
. 

T
h

e
 

ag
en

cy
, 

w
 h i c

h
 

sp
e
n

t 
tw

o 
y

e
a
rs 

in
 

arch
aeo

lo
g

ical 
e
x

p
lo

ra


tion 
a
n

d
 stu

d
y

, is 
d

e
v

e
lo

p
in

g
 O

ld
 

B
en

t's F
o

rt as a 
h

isto
ric

 site
. T

h
e
 

old
 fo

rt w
ill b

e
 re-b

u
ilt o

n
 o

rig
in

a
l 

p
lan

s a
n

d
 to

 e
x

a
c
t scale. It is d

u
e
 

to
 b

e
 co

m
p

leted
 in

 1
9

6
8

. 
B

ecau
se 

o
f 

its 
lo

c
a
tio

n
 

in
 

th
e
 

h
e
a

r t 
o

f 
th

e
 

In
d

ia
n

 
c
o

u
n

trv
. 

th
e
 p

o
st 

se
rv

e
d

 
a

s 
a

n · fm
p

o
tla

n
t 

1c:. 
ca

t io
n 

fo
r 

m
e
e
tin

g
s 

b
e

tw
e

~
n

 
t:-

e 

In
d

ia
n

s a
n

d
 U

.S
. G

o
v

ern
.m

en
~

 c
f:1

-

cials . 
In

 1
8

4
5

, "' ·it h 
th

e 
a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

 o
f 

th
e
 
M

e
x

ic
a
n

 
W

a
r, 

th
e 

fo
rt. '""as 

d
e
sig

n
a
te

d
 
a
s th

e
 
a
d

v
a
n

c
e
 
b

a
se

 
fo

r in
v

a
sio

n
 o

f w
h

a
t is

 n
o

"-
~

ew
 

M
ex

ico
. 

It 
b

e
ca

m
e 

th
e
 

r e
n

d
ez


v

o
u

s fo
r G

ell. S
t e

p
h

e
n

 K
e
a
rn

y
·s 

in
v

a
d

in
g

 
A

rm
y 

o
f th

e 
W

e
st .

.
 ~t 

o
n

e 
tim

e
, 

1
6

0
0

 
d

r a
g

o
o

n
s 

a
n

d
 

M
isso

u
ri 

v
o

lu
n

te
e
rs 

,v
e
re

 
q

u
a
r 

te
re

d
 th

e
re

. 

2
0

0
 

\v
a

g
o

n
s 

l o
a
d

e
d

 
\Y

i th 
~"-·I= -

p
lie

s 
u

se
d

 
it 

a
s 

a 
b

a~
e. 

( l:o
n

.r>
 l
n

,l
 p

,l 
n

n
 
~
 P

,·+ 
1

>
-~ P

'P
 \ 



Bent~s Fort A~~ed Area. in Many Ways 
,, 

-,,.dlb.it:~lt 

W
IIU

a
m

 B
en

t W
a
6

 a co-found
• 

o
f B

ent'• F
o

rt along w
ith

 h
is 

hre&
ller, C

h
arlll, an

d
 C

eran S
t. 

V
n

ln
. W

llllam
 served 

as resi
dent .... ,er o

f the p
ost, w

h
ile 

G
ae 

oiller 
tw

o 
partners 

took 
-.re o

f tradlnc aetivitles In the 
far-ft11U

 em
ulr~L

 _ 

·con
tin

u
ed

 from
 P

receeding P
age) I ~he stru

ctu
re w

as cleaned rJut and 

,T
h

is 
m

ark
ed

 
th

e 
b

eg
in

n
in

g
 

of 
it 

~eoa,m
e 

a 
s_tage 

stop. It~· serv
ed

 

th
e 

en
d

 
fo

r 
th

e 
fort. 

T
rad

e 
fell 

u
n

til tlhe 
com

ing of th
e rai'r-')a:i.s 

o
ff 

and 
C

h
arles 

B
en

t, 
ap

p
o

in
ted 

N
ear 

th
e 

old 
outpost 

s:ard__, 

g
o

v
ern

o
r o

f th
e n

ew
ly

 w
o

n
 terri-

g
ra

v
e m

ark
er. H

ere is 
b

u
fied

 E<l 

to
ry

 
o

f 
N

ew
 

M
exico, 

w
as 

k
illed 

w
ard 

D
orris, 

on
el,..--of 

the 
s~a~e 

in
 an

 u
p

risin
g

 in
 T

aos. 
coach

 em
p

loyes of th
e B

arlo\v,..,and 

C
h·olera F

inal B
low

 
S

t. 
V

rain
 

sold 
his 

in
terest 

to 
W

illiam
 B

en
t, an

d
 th

e fin
al b

lo
w

 
cam

e in
 1849 w

h
en

 cholera, p
ro

b


ab
ly

 broug1ht b
y

 em
ig

ran
ts, sp

read
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

th
e 

a-rea. 
In

d
ian

 
trib

es 
w

ere serio
u

sly
 affected

. 

W
illiam

 B
en

t w
as read

y
 to call 

it 
q

u
its. 

H
e 

lo
ad

ed
 

his 
su

p
p

lies 
an

d
 fU

1rnis'hings in
to

 w
ag

o
n

s, took 
a 

few
 

em
p

lo
y

es 
an

d
 

m
o

v
ed

 
o

u
t. 

H
e set fire to

 th
e sto

re roo·m
s an

d
 

p
o

w
d

er m
ag

azin
e 

an
d

 left. 

B
en

t 
m

oved
 

38 
m

iles 
dow

n 
th

e A
rkansas R

iver and estab
lish

ed
 B

en
t's N

ew
 F

ort, a large 
ston

e 
trading 

post. 
A

lthough 
h

is b
u

sin
ess n

ever achieved its 
earlier success, h

e rem
ained in 

b
u

sin
ess 

u
n

til 
the 

outbreak 
of 

th
e 

C
ivil W

ar, 
then 

m
oved

 
to 

a ranch w
h

ere h
e died in 1869. 

B
u

t 
B

en
t's 

O
ld

 
F

o
rt 

still 
haid 

so
m

e 
u

se. 
T

h
e 

b
u

rn
ed

 
p

art 
of 

s,an
d

erson 
line. 

H
e 

died
~ i f-' :he: 

fort in
 1865 

a t age 30
. -· 

-

F
ell In

to D
isrepair_ -

W
ith

 
th

e 
fo

rt 
ab

an
d

o
n

ed 
good

, 
it 

b
eg

an
 

to 
fall 

in
to 

d!"s,
r ep

air, as its adobe w
alls coiia;;-s·e~ct 

u
n

d
er 

th
e 

stress 
of 

stor..11s 
ar-~:i 

d
ep

red
ations. 

S
tinson said r an

ch
ers 

of 
th

e 
area 

contribu:ed 
'lo 

th
e 

collap
se 

b
y

 
rem

o.;ing 
~fre 

ad
o

b
e 

b
r icks 

for 
th

eir 
o,.;:-: 

-~3."e,. 
S

o
m

e of th
e area around th

e fq
,

;.: 
n

o
tab

ly 
th

e 
larg

e 
corral 

sec:: ,.:1)1 
w

as p
lo

w
ed

 u
p

 an
d

 cu1ti,~:1ted. 
"W

e· o
w

e 
a 

great 
deb: 

t~
. t,h,e, 

D
A

R
 (D

au
g

h
ters of th

e .\m
.e~ :t.-'3n 

R
evolu

tion
) 

w
h

o
 

fought 
fo 

p: l ~ 
serv

e 
th

e 
last 

rem
3ins,/

• 
~a~3 

S
tinson

. 
"T

h
ey

 erected 
a,, ·n1JrkQ

1i 

th
ere 

in 
1910." 

N
ow

 
throug·h 

the 
sk

ilh.'(f ,,~nrk 
' 

. 
of 

th
e 

P
a
rk

 
S

en·ice, 
B

en
t's F

o
n

 
w

ill rise frotn 
th

e ru
in

s 
to 

ag
ain

 
bec01n

e 
an

 
im

port~
]lt 

loc:ttion. 
e 

T
H

E
-E

N
D

 
~
 

~ 
b.:..'nr b

, 


	Trading Post Aided Area in Many Ways
	tmp.1708023937.pdf.4HXxK


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

