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The first accurate description 

of old Bent's Fort, early Colo

rado settlement, has come to 

light in taint, . 107-year-old 

pencil scratchings on the mar

gins and back of a watercolor 

portrait of a Cheyenne Indian. 

Dr. LeRoy R. Hafen, state 

historian, disclosed the 'find" 

yesterday. 
The informat{on, he said, wilJ 

be invaluable in the State His-

torical Society's p I a n s for 

restoration of the old abode fort 

east of La Junta which once 

stood astride of the fabled 

Santa Fe Trail. 

The fort"s measurements, lost 

for more than a century, have 

been found on a painting in the 

collection of Fred Rosenstock, 

Denver book dealer and col

lector of Wes tern Americana. 

UNAWARE OF PRIZE 

Although he purchased the 

painting :rrore than 15 years ago 

in a group of other papers about 

Bent's Fort, Mr. Rosenstock had 

been unaware he possessed the 

only known exact description 

of the fur trade outpost. 

" The description came to light 

jn an almost fiction-style epi

sode of scholarly detective work. 

The historical society recent

ly acquired from the La Junta 

Daughters of the American 

Revolution the site of the old 

fort with a view to restoring it. 

Dr. Hafen dug into every 

known document and book men

tioning the fort seeking data to 

be used for detailed plans in 

re-building the adobe walJs and 

bastions which overl~oked the 

Arkansas R i v e r. He found 

several sketches and drawings of 

the fort, and many word de

scriptions of it, but total con

fusion on measurements. 

EXACT DESCRIJ>TION 

Mr. Rosenstock's manuscript 

discloses Bent's Fort has 14-foot 

walls, the east wall measured 

137 ~eet, the north, 178. And the 

bastions were 27 feet in di

ameter and 18 1eet high. The 

front gate stood 7 feet high and 

6½ feet wide. 
B€nt's Fort w a s built, Dr. 

Hafen said, by William Bent and 

his brother, Charles, later terri

torial governor of· New Mexico, 
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look under the Sept. 8' date to 
· see if figures were given. 
FINDS PENCIL MARKINGS/ 

Mr. Rosenstock re a, d the 
handwritten account, but found 
no figures. He then thumbed 
through the book of drawings 
and noticed for the first time 
the pencil markings on a water
color portrait the artistic lieu
tenant drew of a Cheyenne, · 
"Ah - Mah - N ah - Co," or "The 
Bear Above." 

Close inspection of the l ines 
and figures proved them t o be 
a detailed ground plan of the 
fort, with measurements drawn 
in blueprint style for walJs, 
rooms, gates, bastions and all. 

The ground plan appears on 
the reverse side of the painting 
of ':'Bea.r Above." Around the 
·margins of the painting itsel f, 
Lieutenant Abert sketched ex-

. terior and interior views of the 
fort. 
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