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Th at ‘(hele ala some curious thmgb about f/m q‘{mv of
the blowing up of Bent’s Fort, about six miles east of La
Junta, and many of the old time cattlemen and early set-
tlers who came in after Bent moved out ever believed it. The
fort, it is said, was still standing when they came and was
z's*ed for many years as a stage station until the arrival of

he railroad. One report is that Bent wanted to destroy any
powder remaining at the fort, whether his own or stored
there by the government, to keep it out of the way of In-
ilans and Mexicans, It is probable that Bent set a fuse afire
- touch it off and an explosion followed, but the damage
“as small, being eonfined to the four walls of the magazine.,
[t is known by some that the fort stood after being aban-
~oned by Bent f01 20 years or more with but little change.
Vhen finally abandoned by a stage line, the elements soon

ronght havoe with the strueture and: it went down very
“ast. Nothing but a montiment is left there, yet the old fort
i bves in picture and %tow Some day, perhaps, through a
aun of fortune’s wheel, 1t ma,\/ he re,stm ed agalin, as a shrine
nowhich to keep: alive the memory of frontier days i the
Ariansas Valley of, Colorado.
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