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Old Colorado Fort May Be Restored 

--{~~-\7 : 
1 ! 

,,?Jo.us Trading Post i 
on Arkansas River 

Is 85 Years Old. 

T
HE r econstruction of Bent' s fort 
on t.he .Arkansas river, the most 
famous a s well as one of the 1 

earliest trading· posts in Colorado, is a 
r,roj ec t under con s ideration by the 
State His torical 11.11Ll •· Katural History 

society. , 
Should the plan be carried out the i 

famous old fort will be rebuilt exac:ly J 

as it stood eighty-five years ago, its / 
adobe walls, with their round watch 1-
t owers, bidding defiance to the Indians vr~ 
who crowded there for barter. for 

Kot only would th e reconstrudion of ,va: 
Eenl's fort ::: e rvc to mark one of t lle ant 
mos t interesting ;;pots in Colorado and the 

,._ , ,.h;un.li zf~ hi s tory of n early a century! ::: 
\ a g<:•. , , ut. \ t. wc,u1u 1n·o, ,:, on e of. th e j islr 

. i.:S1~<·at. tl.\.\.ra.c t.1 o n i~ ~ lonr.; th,.! . 1·outc of •1 hi:: 
; t h f; olu Santa Fe tn, i.1. ou · 

' The proposition ,v a s brought lo the\ hls 

: attention of the State Historical and I 
,\'"aturn.l History ::ociety when tha t or- ' a 

· ganization announced its plan to marl< ca; 
with monuments t he f a m ou s historical th· 

' spots of the s tate. 1\Iuch d epends upon I A! 
th e rccog nlt.i on g·iven the society b:r / a~ 

the lc:gisJatu rc. ;\. bill now pending be-, al. 
f ,Jro it w ould g-1Ye the societ y a littl e sot 

more than $25,001.1 wtih whi.ch 1.o il'sue ! ch, 
jt,y nuh lication.<; and c:CJmp le t e ilii r x - / l<'0c·, . 

,, -~:.ii·,:: .:-'. 
,. ,. . ~ :-: .. 

_, 

... 

::i:iiiI:::::t>>' ., .. · 

~ C • 
·.· .. -..;,,:..;-::·.•·· ~· 

Bent's Fort, on the Arkansas, and William Bent, Who Built It. 

t b llt defied the Sp:rnl::t rd ~ 
.in' s creek, s tood anothe1• famous men , · · 
, known as St. Vrain's fort. This was fina lly r e leased. 

There is a lso ::l projec t tc' i:i:u~ • built in 1837 by C enm S t . Vrain 
I . , -: -i ·HI Cr,·t'l, , wh, 

'\V illia m Bent, an<l was occupie d by site of tlw Batt c ur ._,., 
, .,. . . .. 1 - ·111d • .\t'&.pan 

St. Vrain bro th e rs. 000 Cheye nnes, .l\.l O •' , " " 

,everal bills now pending in the l eg- I w er e :,hot <l o" ·n l>.,· l",)ltrn ,·l Chivin 

turc, whi ch 1111.ve the sup_port of the / ton' s m e n. P:'rh:i ps r'.1
~'

1
·:' ls no bet~ 

torical socie ties of t be state, can·y illus trati0n ( 'I t li r. dcu )' ,tn ,l grneac,~ 
t h e sam e idea of marking- notable; e,n'nt " ·hicll ti0ors ! hi ;:; n :rnie th~-n: 

torical spotf". r il l ic in 1.h t:! r oon,:, o f t h ,' St 1tlc, Hhito1 
'1c presentntivc Celestino G:uda lla:'l ctl s ocict~· in t!Hi ,.: lat ,• i~eJ; 
Ji ll in to erect o. monume nt upon tlrn F ·a nwd nnd1' l' g ills,.: is ,1 c'.OPY · o·, T 

p s it-;: ,,·here Lie ut. Zt>bul on Pllrn ol' H c k :1· Mountain X t•\\·s th,· (lay follo, 
: t! nite <l Htate~; n r;n~· w m, captm·NI. / in g· llw h11 ttl •! in !Sill. .\t th " top 

I tli n im pe r a s n aky o bj('(·t. meeta t: 
t.r.•r dli-;cov e rlng l:'lk<':; p eak, Lieut,! 11-

1 
t i c~·.,, , :11111 u pon a c!Qser s,-r11 \'lll' 

t Pi lrn w a J.Hlc r c d HOU!li a.ml w:ui t'lll- ' br. rid c d q u cque, :a;("\" •'11 or f'ig·h t inch 
, . captured l>Y 1.hn !'; pa nlnnls in lhc Jon i;, sta1·tl e~ th L' Yis i tor . It: is o\:l; 
then, pa r t oC t.hc state. H e was the Indian 1:1calps brough t lial'-k to ~e 

·ver by o n e of t h o.s,•. rou g h a n d re.ii. 
r ged wi th s p y ing·, ta.k en to Santa 1 . t 1 X '" pio11ee 1•3 w 10 w1,~ " "i1lu1g i_o a,~ 
threa t e n ed with <lea th unle~s hll r e - eye for a n e y,1 nnd a :::..:alp tor a s 

·.ed fi<>eJ'f:t 1, belon gin~ trJ the g-overn- wi~h the savages. · 
i 



~
•I t

n 
rn

o
n

.u
1

n
l:'n 1.~

 
l 

1
1 •..: 

, 
"
1

1
,
u

u
·.,. 

1
1

1
,_,

, u • ,, ., 
l 

1 

· s
p

o
ts 

o
f 

th
e

 
s

tn
.tc

. 
~

C
u

r-h 
<l<'.jH

~n
d

a 
u

p
0

n
.

' 
th

e 
re

c
o

g
n

lt
·i0

n 
g

iv
c-n 

L
h

~
 

s
o

('io
t

y 
\-iy 

th
e 

lc
g

is
J
~

tu
n

'. 
,\ 

b
ill 

n
o

w
 

p
e

n
tllnt<

 
b

~


fo
ro

 
it 

w
o

u
ld 

p;iv
c
 

t.h
~

 
t:io

<
.:\P

;ty 
a. 

1
\lL

1
1

: 

1
1

1
o

re 
th

a
n

 
lti~

ii,O
O

n 
w

l\h
 

v
d

1
lc

h
 

tr, 
if•f'IH

· 
its 

p
u

b
lic

a
t

io
n

s 
a

n
d

 
C'<J

rn
p

l~
t~

 
lt11 

"
;<

-
. h

ib
itis. 

,-\ 
s

m
a
ll 

r>O
.J't 

o
f 

th
l~

 
)

R
 

u
~

s
l~

n
<

'd
 

f
o

r 
u

~
rn

 
in

 
n

ia
s
ld

n
g; 

h
i~

to
rlc

o.l 
8JJ

n
t.-l. 

~147~
~ ~

rri.H
 

1~f 
~~l.".'l:H

~-
-

---

! 
T

h
e 

S
O

('.lt:"ly
 

alre
a
d

r 
h

a
s 

tb
,..: 

bc
n 

I . cliff 
d

w
e
llin

g
 

ex
h

ib
lt

. i~1 
th

e
 

w
o

rld
, 

th
e
 

fin
e
st 

In
d

ia
n

 
ex

h1b
1t 

o
u

tside 
()f 

! S
a
n

ta
 F

e's, ancl a b
o

tan
ical <

lisp
lay

 th
a
t 

1 su
rp

a
sse

s 
a

11yth
in

g
 

in
 

th
0

 
V

!:-est. 
In

 
i th

e
 

reco
rd

 
ro

o
m

 
o

f 
th

e
 

H
isto

ric
a
l 

so


l ciety
 

a
re

 
d

raw
in

g
s, 

m
ap

s 
o

r 
p

h
o

to


; g
ra

p
h

s 
o

f 
m

a
n

y
 

o
f 

th
e
 

olcl 
fo

rts 
o

f 
1 th

e
 e

a
rly

 C
o

lo
rad

o
 clays. 

A
m

o
n

g
 th

ese 
. 1 s 

a 
p

h
o

to
g

n
,p

h
ic 

g
ro

u
p

 
sh

o
w

in
g

 
tw

o
 

; v
iew

 
o

f 
B

e
n

t's 
fo

rt 
a
n

d
 

o
n

e 
o

f 
V

lil-
! liam

 
B

e
n

t 
h

im
self. 

T
h

e 
p

h
o

to
g

ra
p

h
s 

; a
r~

 
o

f 
lith

o
g

ra
p

h
ic

 
d

ra
w

in
g

s 
m

a
d

e
 

in
 

! 1845 b
y

 L
ieu

t. J. W
. ~

~
bert o

f th
e
 c

o
rp

s 
I 

• 
>,. 

• 

l o
f 

to
p

o
g

ra
p

h
ic

a
l 

e
n

g
in

e
e
rs, 

U
n

ite
d

 
S

ta
te

s o.rm
y. 

T
h

e
 

o
ld

 
fo

rt 
w

a
s 

b
u

ilt 
o

f 
a
d

o
b

e
 

b
y

 
B

e
n

t a
n

d
 h

is asso
ciates, th

e
 sa

m
e
 m

a
te


ria

l 
w

h
ic

h
 th

e
 P

u
e
b

lo
 In

d
ia

n
s 

u
se

d
 fo

r 
th

e
ir d

w
ellin

g
s. 

It w
a
s sta

rte
d

 in
 1829 

a
n

d
 

co
m

p
leted

 
th

re
e
 

y
e
a
rs 

la
te

r. 
T

h
e
 

site
 is o

n
 th

e
 n

o
rth

 b
ai1

k
 o

f th
e
 A

rk
a
n

-
; sa

s 
riv

e
r 

a
b

o
u

t 
h

a
lf 

w
a
y

 
b

e
tw

e
e
n

 
L

a
 

; Ju
n

 ta
 an

d
 L

a
s

. A
n

im
as. 

i 
T

h
e 

g
T

eat 
stre

a
m

 
o

f 
C

a
lifo

rn
ia

 
g

o
ld

 
! se.e

k
e
rs flo

ck
ed

 la
rg

e
ly

 o
v

e
r th

is ro
u

te. 
I 1 T

h
is 

w
a
s 

th
e
 
c
o

u
rse

 o
f th

e m
ain

 M
o

r-
: m

o
n

 
trav

el. 
'rh

e
 

o
ld

 
fo

rt 
sto

o
d

 
u

n
til 

· 1852. 
:F'.o

r m
a
n

y
 y

e
a
rs 

it w
as a 

fa
v

o
r

-
ite

 
re

n
d

e
z
v

o
u

s 
fo

r 
th

e 
fu

r 
tra

d
e
rs 

a
n

d
 

In
d

ia_n
s, a

n
d

 it ·w
as in

 th
is se

c
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

c
o

u
n

try
 th

a
t 

th
e
 
in

fa
m

o
u

s h
a
lf-b

re
e
d

s, 
w

b
o

 g
a
th

c
n

•d
 to

g
e
th

e
r u

n
d

e
r 

th
e
 n

a
m

e 
o

f 
"<

lo
g

-so
ld

ie
rs,'' 

o
p

e
ra

te
d

. 

R
esisted the Indians. 
B

e
n

t's 
fo

rt, 
a

Jth
o

 
a 

ru
d

e
 

s
t.r-u

c
tu

re, 
w

a
s
 
q

u
ite

 
c
a
p

a
b

le 
o

f 
re

sistin
g

-
a

n
y

· a
t

t~
c
k

s 
th

e
 
In

d
ia

n
s
 

m
ig

h
t !

n
a
k

e
 

a
g

a
in

s
t I 

t~
e 

in
m

ates. 
Its 

a
re

a
 

w
a
s 

100 b
y

 
150 I 

fe
e

t. 
T

h
0

 1'1.l'r:lnc:1 
•r
r
l
'\

1
•
~

 
,.

;
,

. 
41,,.,,d

-
~

1
n

;,..1
 •.

.... , .. ,! 
! 



T
h

e
 
"

·a
.I

]~
 
,,·c

-ro
 

.sl--.. 
:r

,,c
t 

t
h

\
c
k

 
n

n
u

 

.se-v
f!'n

t<
.'~

n
 

r.:-c
t 

h
i
g

h
 
a
n

d
 

u.• 
ltl 

· 
• 

'-
c 

1
.c

'l· 
e

n
d

 

<
>

n
 

d
la

g
o

n
a

u
~

-
o

p
p

o
s
i
t
e
 

c
o

r
1

1
e
r
s
 

l 
' 

· 
. 

a 
1

.u
g

o
 \ 

r
o

_u
n

d
 
to

,,·c
r
 r

o
s
e
 
l
i
k

e
 1

T
1

ilita
r
y

 
b

a
i,;t.io

n
 

T
lie

 
p

h
o

t
o

g
r
a
p

h
 

o
f
 

B
e
n

t. 
r
e
p

r
o

d
u

c
:d

 

r
r
o

n
1

 
a

n
 

o
ld

 
d

a
g

u
e
r
r
e
o

ty
p

e
 
t
a
k

e
n

 
d

·u
r
-

\ 

J
~

g
 

th
e

 
1

\.fe
x

ic
a
n

 
,v

a
r
. 

s
h

c
n

v
s
 

th
e
 

1
:a

-
' 

~
o

u
s

 
tr

a
d

e
r
 
a

n
d

 
s
o

ld
ie

r· 
o

f
 

f
o

r
tu

n
e
 

to
 

h
a

v
e
 

b
e
e
n

 
a 

r
e
s
o

lu
te

 
c
h

a
r
a
~

te
r
. 

~
e
-

ten
1

in
atio

n
, 

co
u

ra.g
e ai1tl · q

u
i c

l, 
d

e
c
is

io
. 

a
re

 sta
m

p
e
d

 u
p

o
n

 ·it a
n

d
 th

e
 la

r g
e
 b

la
c

k 

e
y

e
s te

ll o
f th

e
 d

a
rin

g
 n

a
tu

r e p
o

s se
ss

ed
 

b
y

 B
e
n

t. 
l\Irs. 

H
. 

L
. 

L
u

b
e
rs, 

'-V
i fe

. of 
aJ 

fo
r1

n
er. 

sp
e
a
k

e
r o

f th
e
 
h

o
u

se
 
o

f 
r ep

re


se
n.ta

tiv
e
s, h

a
d

 th
e

· o
r_igi~

1al 
in 

l1er 
p

o
s

se
ssio

n
. b

e
f o

;e
 

it 
ca.n1e-

in
 to

 
t h

e 
h

a
~-ds 

o
f . th

e
 

H
_isto

ric
a
l · so

c
ie

ty
. 

S
h

e
 

.i~i . 
.a 

g
ra

n
d

d
a
u

g
h

te
r o

f W
illia

m
 B

e
n

t .. 

W
h

ile 
·,th

e 
.re

c
o

n
stru

c
tio

n
 

o
f 

B
e

t1t's 

fo
rt 

js 
th

e
. 

m
o

st 
sp

e
c
ta

c
u

la
r 

o
f 

t1
H

; 
. 

. 
~
 

. 

p
ro

jects b
efo

re·· th
e· so

ciety
, it h

a
s o

th
e
r 

p
la

n
s 

w
h

ic
h

 
c
a
n

 , b
e
 

c
a
rrie

d
 

o
u

t 
'\Y

it h 

little e
ffo

rt o
r ex

p
en

se. 
, 

R
em

arkable S
trength. 

F
o

r 
in

sta
n

c
e
 

p
a
rt 

o
f 

t h
e
 

o
rig

in
a
l 

w
alls o

f F
o

rt L
u

p
to

n
, situ

a
ted n

e
a
r O

w
 

to
w

n
 o

f •th
a
t n

am
e, 

a
re 

s ti ll 
~ l iu

td
lu

 h
i 

T
b~y n

o
w

: co
n

stitu
te p

art o! 
rt b

a
rn

. Ji 1it 

th
e IJP

~
C

ta
to

r h
a

s 
no 

t. r<:H
lb

lci 
111 

t'lu
d

i'r11~· 

th
e lin

e o
t .detJH

i.1·kn.tlo
n

. 

It 
ir.J 

one o
t thfJ 

irrn.r v
,;h

, 
o

f 
Liu i l d

i ll
r~· 

fn
 th

is
 'sta

te th
.a,~ th

f)t~n 
o

l•J rtu
· tr

n
,d

lu
g· 

p
o

sts w
ere h

u
llt ·w

ith
 

m
.Ju.lz 

1·o
n11, r

k
a

l JI• \ 

r.:trc:n
g

t.h
. ' 

J,'o
r·L

 
J..,u p to

n 
,v U

H
 

a !s
o

 
l, u JI t 

fo1· 
a 

fu
1

· 
tr:.td

H
) [;' 

f.1 'J
('i t . :{n 

;U, ;H
L

 
11 

w
u

.'-1 

a
i'Ja

n
<

lo
n

r:(I, in
 l8

1r.. 
'ra

h
)b ::t i, O

,o 11w
r 1th

 or 
:-=1. 


	Old Colorado Fort May be restored
	tmp.1708028931.pdf.wE2Sa


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }


{ "type": "Document", "isBackSide": false }

