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a ExcAVATl~N REVEALS DIMENSIONS G'/&_,__.:i,t: < "\\~~ I 

Bents Fort Size Long Disputed: 
1 

By LE ROY BOYD he was with John C. Fremont, r · .)/"'7'""' I- 1 1f1.,,."?• 7 ,:·, 1·,·c- 111. · ' -,- historical research has reveal- , 
BENT'S OLD FORT (C-SJ) - often ca lled the Pathfinder. V {__ ·:){~'',.;_:'.,.,r;;;;;_~: - 1z..~-:....\_) ,,. ' ; · · · -· ed that some . changes were ; 

It is pretty well understood by Aberl returned in 1846 as one ' .,.-,././,'\ · · .,;._ made in the f~chadteh obf t
1
hfe fbort i 

now that. Colorado air is inloxi- o( Col. Stephen W. Kearny's ;r / I ....______ ~.... in the 1840s, wit e e ry e- t 
eating but it is nol generally command which was headed for ing especially added. This addi- l 
known llwl sometimes it can Santa Fe in the Mexican War. .t, ,.:«<(. J:,,-i/1 al _ - ,,, ... ._......,, tion was probably made after l 
cause whal the psychologists Ahcrl Left at Fort .Ji . - ,----- -- ~ ~--:::-:-, . "' f Boggs spent the winter here. , 
call visual hallucinalions. Aberl was sick with a high ··-':., - - · .: l.F'EJ'- :· ·. ,. ~~~~ The large plaza inside the 

That such is t.rue, however, is fever, saying lhal sometimes he ,;r~. · •' ·•• fort was about 85 by 60 feet. 1 
In , deg,ee ;]l,,slrnled by U,e wasa't s,ce th al what he saw F J l 1 ·---··1lfiiii · ·· · Around this plaza was a cov- 1 
dissimilar description of Bent's were delusions or fact, and he O (' - - - 1!... ~ ~ ' 1 \ -~ • erect walkway from which one , 
Old Forl given by I hose who vis- was left at I.he fort when Kear- : -. ·'.'l' -J! / I :~ -~/ might enter one of the many ; 
iled it when it was an out post o[ ncy moved on toward New Mex- t ;.:- 11·J- ·· ;_ :~ , 

1

, - ' 11 ,. rooms which surrounded the 1 

civilization on the western ico. When he became bell.er, ~~ ,:'. ~:.:· _ 

1

: ·_.,,·:~-:~ ··, @ 1
•~ plaza. 

plains. _ A_bcrl , who c,1_llcd himself sol- " 1_•· / .. , Rooms Varied 
Not unlil rcccnllv have fairly chcr. archcolog1st. historian and j !- 1:: · 1 c ·· ·"Hardly any two rooms were 

exad mcas11rcmeiits })('en de- naluralisl. proceeded to meas- ; I / . ~:-~~~ • ~ 1 o[ the same size," Featherstone 
!ermined. These were nblained ure the forl. • )·,·.· . , I' says. "The smallest measured 
afler Jackson Munn·. :1rchcolo- /\berl ;ilsn drew skelches o{ r :JI is. fl ; • ) M~=liila 7 [eel, 3 inches by 20 [eet, 4 
gist for lhc Naliona l P;irk Scrv- lhe slruc111rc :1nrl :1 fl oor plan. "'> 1: ~ inches and was one of a pair of 
ice. and his crew cxcav:,led the Hrs sketch of the front. or the - adjoining rooms used by Wil-
ruins following Ilic cksignation furl is besl known to readers of , ic' II : _,..,~i:,,:;-,:,,;:;nl"' liam Bent. The largest was 20 
of ll;c old fort as ;r National His- western history. ,j;½ _. __ -_ ___ _ : feet, 4 inches by 28 [eet, i incnei 
torlc Sile. The crew duf! deep 1\bcrt claimed the lowers · ✓,,, • 'f, and was used as a dinin1 
and explored c1·r•ry inch . of wrre JR feet high and 'li feet in :' ;, JI 'I room." 
ground. :ind llfonre is co1111111tng rl1amc1er. "The complete area ~ ~.~ / , • ' Several living quarters we1 
his findings. (•nc/o,ed was trapezoidal in r ', ,,. located on the second sto· 

/\nd the rrrnrd of Ilic mrHs- slwpC', lhe east wall being ap- ~~t~ J~i;""'"" .~_. along the west side and at \ 
Jre,

11
~1115 which b IJl!inp, includ- prox1111:11c11· 137 feet long, the , ~ • "'f_'?. southeast corner. ''Also 011 t 

cd in lhe rcporls o! William L. north wall about 178 feet, and DRAWN FROM MEMORY _ W. M. Boggs sketched second story was, of all thing 
Fca\\'"l'none. sui1crintcndenl. the wcs.·.t wall aboul 180 feet m a billiard room! This was ! 

~ ,, I tl A Bent's Old Fort as he remembered it after spending f t I d 14 f 'd 
are l1

,
0

e __ tlv di!fcrcnl from tho,e en~ 1. PP_ ar_ent_ly Abert h_ad ee ong an eet w1 e an 
• a , the winter of 1844 there. Sketch was obtained from h h' · G · Jl J b t given earlier. The figures range no surveyor s instruments with t e 1stonan rmne , ea ora 

from 12·2 feet lo rno feel for one h11n so he had lo give approx1- the State Historical Society of Colorado. ing on wlwt Geor1se Bent, Wil-
side o[ \he \ort :ilonc. 111.ite measurements. . _ _ . . )iam's son, told him, says that 

Dimensions Listed Hup,hcs Ga\·e Version o( course the linear measure- It was 122 feet wide, not mclud- across one end of the room ran 
Dr. Nolie Mumcy of nrnvcr, Ano(her member ?( Kearney's mentswould have had to remain ing the tower._ and had a door- a _counter or bar over which 

physician, historian, poet. and exped1t1on. John I . I lughes, the same. W. M. Boggs. _ who way Ill the middle. At the l_eft dnnkables were served.' " 
writer whose books of limited said that same yc;rr of 18~6 that spent the winter of 1844 U1ere, rnd wa, a round whose outside Sile Near Highway 
edition ronmi:md premium "the exl_cnor walls of this fort. later drew . lrolll lllemory n diamett'r was a_lmost 20 feet." _ Anyone interested in seeing 
prices h:is listed some of the whuse f1g11rc 1, that of an ob- skclch 111 wl11ch lhc belfry over It 1, mterestmg to note that Just how big Bent's Old Fort 
variou's dinwnsions in his book. lung squarl'. arr 15 feet high the gale was not sl1011'1L Boggs, whik most writers said the two was may visit the site, located 1 
"Bent 's Old Ft1rl and Bent's and fo11r feel thll'k. It 1s c1 HIO by the way. s111d 1hc tort was tower, were round, one man on Colorado 194 between Las i 
New Fort on the Arkansas Riv- !eel long, :111d 135 feet wide.·• aboul 300 yards from the nv- said they were hexagonal. Animas and La Junta. The site t 
er." He reciles first the report The fo llowing year Ceran SI. er: Aber! said it wns about 100 "The fort was 179 feet from is marked by a large gate erect- c 
of Thomas J. Farnham. who Vr:11 11 . Ill a letter to Lt. Col. yards. front to back," Featherstone ed by the Daughters of the t 
was at the fort in July IR3!l. Aeneas l\lack:1~· daied July 21. Featherstone. eoordinating the says . '·and at the rear, diagonal- American Revolution. On Satur- i 

"'11ie northern and southern Ill47. dr:;cribed lhe fort as meas- reports of l\foore. the archeolo- ly opposite from the one in days and Sundays a ranger is I 
sides," Farnham said. "are unng 180 feet till e:ich side, its gist. and Dwight E. Stinson, his- front. was another tower about on duty to be of assistance to ' 
about 1~0 feet. and the eastern walls :ire built of unburned or torian. gires the measurements 27 feet in outside diameter." visitors. . t 
and western 100 feet in lrngth. , un dried brirks and are 18 fef't as determined afier the wall The corral was behind the fort And those who make the trip ~ 
The walls arc six of seven feel in heighi." St. \"rain wa:; one of foundations were uncovered, and stretched across its full to see the old historical site will 
in 1hickness at the base. and 17 !he members of 1he com mercial and allhough some of his fig- width. Unfortunately this is one note that the lines of the fort are 1 

or 18 fee t in height." Farnham firm thai built 1hr forl and sure• ures c,iincide fairly well with part of the ground plan the ar- about eight degrees off from the , 
said the towers were ··about 10 I)· should hm·e km11rn some1hing those giren by the abore men- cheologist has been unable to world's meridian. And by sight- r 
fc•l'l in diameter and 30 feel in about it. tioned men, others are qui te dif- measure since 20th century agri- ing along the northwest wall f 
bright." One faC' tor that probably has ferent. cultural generations have re- they find that the wall was not I 

LI. J. \V. Abe~t of the U.S. been owrlooked is that the fort. "As he approached the fort.· • moved all traces of the original built in a straight line. , 
Army lopogrnph1 c~l engmerrs bC'1 11g o[ ~dobe. was probably Featherstone says. "ihe travel- walls. Colorado air is intoxicating, 
!Jrst saw U1e fort m 18-15 when changed over the years, though er saw the front of the building. According to Featherstone, and that may explain it. r 
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