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Bent, St. Vrain & Company

The partners who form-
ed Bent, St. Vrain &
Company in 1831 were
not new to the West.
The brothers Charles
and am Bent and
Ceran St. Vrain had all
ventured out from their
native St. Louis to take
n the Upper Mis-
souri fur trade. Armed
with experience, some
capital, and a ng-
ness to do whatever
was necessary to com-

preneurs, they arrived
in the Arkansas Valley
in the late 1820s.

Within a few years.
Bent, St Vrain & Co
pany had built up a
profitable business

whose existence de-
pended upon friend!
relations wi
ans and Mexicans and
upon suppression of
competition. By skill
and subtleness, .sm
Bents (particu

am; mn:.m<mn
greater influence
among the Indians than
rival traders. Of the
numerous tribes trad-
ing with the company,
the most important
were the Southern
Cheyennes, upon
whose hunting grounds
Bent's Old Fort stood

r
friendly as they were
before the fort was es-

Charles Bent, the sen-
ior partne i
handled much

Santa Fe, while Wil-
liam, hic younger
brother, managed the
fort and dealt wi

Charles Bent
fort but was active in
the trade operatiot
and mercantile outlets.

Ceran St Vr

Copynigni 1970 Jonn Howell » Booxs

tablished. He required
his employees to be
fair in bartering and
restricted the use of
whiskey, a favorite de-
vice of other firms

In 1837, to strenygthen
es with the Indians,
William Bent marri
Owl Woman (left),
daughter of Gray Thun-
der, a powerful Chey-
enne priest. Bent also
encouraged rival tribes
to make peace
each other, for their in-
termittent warfare was
bad for business. As a
result of Bent's efforts,
the deadliest of ene-
mies could meet and
trade at Bent's Fort in
an atmosphere of
peace. One such

For sale by Ine Superintendent of Dacuments, U § Government Printing it

council between Chey-
enne and Delaware an-
tagonists was recorded
(right) by Lt. James W
Abert, a topographical
engineer on John C.
Frémont's 1845 explor-

1846, largely because
of William Bent’s sin-

States Government

chose the fort as head-

quarters for the Upper

Platte and Arkansas
ian Agency
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4

ho could sway whole tribes, who knew Inc
&m cans as few others did." Yet, powerful as they were,
were destined to be o<m:§w_3mn by events beyond _.:@
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