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100 STIRRING YEARS OF SANTA FE TRAIL: CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARY PART ...

By TRUMAN H. TALLEY.
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GELEBRATING ANNIVERSARY

Part Route Played
-~ Development of
Southwest

EARLY TRADE EXPEDITIONS.

White | Man's Clashes Wlfh In-
jf'idian in the Long Struggle

.

’ to Keep Highway Open.
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By TRUMAN H. TALLRY,
OMANCHEH, - sdventure and the
courss -of empire are {nterwoven
“In strands of bright and dark
- in the one hundred years of the
.. - Sante F¢ Trall now being-cele-
~"brated by the towns of Central and
‘Y’Vestem Kansas. It, indeed, would be
more fitting if the entire nation pald
s ‘respecta to that highway and the
memory of trose who traversed it, for
over it ¢oursed the ploneers that found
the great West, and by means of it as
. ,uch as by any other agenoy there
‘eame into being the vast expanse of
tﬁe.se Unlted States. The trall hds an
éven greater historical significance in
that for centuries befors 1822, when it
was detinitely opened and used as a
ttade route to what then was Mexiemn
teh-itory, it was tbe pathway ot' con-
‘Quest and migration.
_.There are two. great historle highways
©f the West, the Santa 4 Trall and
the Oregon Trail. The former was
essantially a trade route to establish the
sale of merchandise. Its point of simi-
larlty with the Oregon Trail was {ts
plenﬂtudo of adventure, but its distinc-
tive phase was commerce. The more
northem trail was the path of empire
in which business was subordinated to
conquest and what might be termed pa-
trlottc adventure. Both, however, ‘Ylazed
the. way for the flag and were the prin-
cipal factors In shaping the meteoric
destiny of this country.
..A writer on Western development has
#eld that the Santa ¥é Trail ** was laid
cut by the engineer who planned the
universe ’* in that ‘' trade routes are
determined and located by nature rather

OF SANTA FE TI

Moscoso’s band traveled for six months
and got far enough West to see the
mountalns, but he never found Coronado,
wirv at that time, it appears, was en-
camped at a spot near where Wichita,
Kan., {8 today. Incidentally, it was
here that many of Coronado’s followers
left him end returned to Mexico, he
continuing eastward. -

It was during Moscoso’s retreat east-
werd down the Arkansas River that the
Hot Bprings of Arkansas were discov-
ered. The expedition wasg jubilant,
thinking they had at last found the
‘‘ fountaln of youth.” The death of ten
soldiers who indulged too freely in the
water of the springs quickly dlsillu-
sioned the others.

It {8 from de Vaca’s and Coronado's
chronicles that the first recorded
description of the buffalos {8 to be
found. The vagarles of the vaat herds,
especially when stampeded, formed the
theme of many a sixteenth century
thriller for thoge who formed the read-
ing public back in Spain,

More than a century lapses before
the recorded thread of the trail's his-
tory is again to be found. About 1718,
a Irench chronicler has wrlitten, a
Spanish expedition set out from the
West with the intention of establish-
ing a military post in the upper Mis-
sissippl Valley to block French encroach-
ment. It was & disastrous Jjourney,
typical of those hazardous days. The
Spaniards hoped to make league with
the Osages against the Missouris as the
tirst step in their campaign for a foot-
hold. But the expedition came upon
the Missouris first and, as Indlans are
not unlike, the Spanish leaders mistook
them for the Osages. With a frank-
ness scarcoly to be understood in quick-
witted ploneers, the Spanlards carefully
cxplained their plan and, thinking their
hearers were Osages, proposed that to-
gether they annihilate the Missouris.
The sly Indians readlly assented and as
the firat step toward consummation sug-
gested that arms be supplied the entire
tribe, This was done. At a time
deemed opportune by the savages dur-
ing the suppsead xaarch axainii the Mis-
souris, the gulleless Spaniards were set
upon and exterminated, except for the
priests, who were subjected to every
indignity short of death and then driven
into the wilderness.

Santas Fe as Rival to 8t. Augustine,

Inman holds Santa F§, the western
end of the trall, to be the oldest set-
tled town in the United States, rather
than B8t. Augustlne, When the Span-
fards entered it in 1542 they found a
large pueblo town that apparently had
existed for centuries. The first Spanish
occupation was so harsh that the In-
dlans rebelled and massacred the In-
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than by the arbitrary caprice of man.”
This was'the highway, it seems, that
nature prepared to connect the great
plateau’ and great plains,

Today the trail is the line of one of
olir greatest rallway systems, also 1t is
tﬁ'e highway of overland motor . car
tr ‘gvel. ~Fifty years ugo it was a dusty
lfne of..caravans of unwleldly wagons
p.;;gl prairfe’ schooners carrying -on a
préclous traffic that seems trivial in
the money’ terms of today. A hundred

Qears ago It was just emerging from -

tbe period of mule pack transport, tor-
tuoualy achieved only by the most in-
trepld of the courageous ploneers and
g0 surrounded with {il fortune that only
Py few survived. Three and a half cen-
tux'!es ago Bpanish explorers followed
thg same llne, to be followed in later
years by the ‘French. And, as one au-
tbor has put it, ‘‘ {f we could dissipate
th_e mists that shroud the anclient his-
tory of aboriginal America we might
behold the armies of plumed and painted
warrlors and tribes of savage nomads
Ot plain and desert moving on te con-
quest or fleeing in wild retreat over this
highway of the ages.”

Popular recollection of the earliest
known use of the line of tho Santa Fé
Trall centres around Coronado, who
with his. party of Spanish explorers
came from BJexico to the Missour]{ Val-
1é¢ In the sixteenth century In search
of-Quivid'a, the fabled city of gold. But
Colonel Heary Inman, who lived along
tite. trasl In . the stirring days of the
lst hal? of the nineteenth century ana
who wrote one of the fullest and most
graphic histories to -be found on the
subject 4*The Old Banta Fé Trall,'”
anm Compa.ny) recitos how Alvar
Nufiez C®bega de Vaca deserves all the
laurels bestowed not only upon Coro-
nsdo, but upon de SHoto, ILa Balle and
others, Inman eays de Vaca’'s march
{into NeWw Mexico antedates Coronado's
sepedition in the middle of the sixteenth
‘gentury by at least five years, ’
_--At all evénts, there ware many Span-
ish expeditions seént over to find what
gm'e was in the interfor of what then
war tsrmied F¥lorida, which comprised
the central part of tho continent o

ll as the territory around the Gulf,

ere .was ds Allyon, de Natvaez; de
Ho!o and his succeasor, ds Moscoso,” Tha
mﬂun of each did not discourage the

'xt. In 1543 remnants of Moscoso’s
srmy, de Boto having dled, wers camped
on the Arkansas River in what now
5. Xansas,- The expaedition’s chrepiclor
wrote that ft * wes s trail of fire and
bldod 't and the sovageys * were. of o
gikantle structura and fought with
Wéavy, -stropg clubs and  with the
desperkijon of demons,’” One Indian, he
dommanted, wasg mors than a match for
d:s:Bpanlard encased jin  armor and
aatride a fairly well protected horss,
»Mloscaso was searching for Coronads,
Tnable t» roach the (Julf, he struck
dqut westward hoping to emulate do
Voen apd oo «uhnd to Me:dco.

truders, but in 1693 the Spaniards again
took control.

* The modern history of the trall s
sald to have begun in 1804 when Wil-
llam Morrison of Kaskaskia, Iil., sent
Baptiste Lalande to Santay Fé with o
small stock of goods. It is sald that
French traders from the Mississippi Val-
ley established a trading post near thu
present site of Pueblo, Col., in 1763, bat

‘the first record of a through trade trip
‘{8 in 1804,

Lalande reached Santa Iré
safely and not only sold the goods but
pocketed his employer's money aud
stayed there.

In 1806 Captain Zebulon M, Pike sel
out to explore the Red and Arkansas
Rivers and eventually wandered into
Spanish territory, where he was ar-
rested, taken to Santa I"é and later re-
turned to United States soil. His ad-
venture enabled him In 1810 to give the
first comprehensive idea of that great
area, publishing a full description with
maps and dllating upon the possibllities
of trade.

One of the finest storles of the early
days of the West comes from Plke's
experiences. Inman in his book quotes
it from an article in The Magazine ol
American Hlistory. When Pike was In
Mexlco in 1807 he met a carpenter named
Pursley, from Kentucky, working at his
trade. Pursley told Plke that a year
previous he had found gold near the
mountain now known &3 Plke's Pecak.
When the Mexicans in Santa F'é legrned
of the discovery they tried every means
to get Pursley to reveal the source. He
told Pike that the recason he would not
tell was because he did not know wheth-
er it was American or Spanish territory,
though he thought it was American.
But he did not want the Spaniards or
the Mexicans to find the spot. The
writer continues: ' If Pursley had been
less patriotic and had gulded the Mexi-
cans to the trensure, the whole history
and condition of the weatern part of our
continent might have been different. The
region would stifl be part of Mexico, or
Spain might still possess it, owning
Celifornia. And with the gold * ® ¢
Spain would have been the leading na-
tion of Hurope today. We can easily
see how Huropean and American history
in the ninateenth century might have
been changed if that adventurer from
Kentucky had not boen a true lover of
his country.”’

Buccesaful trade over tho trail began
in 1822, coinciding with the firat benefi-
cent results of Iturbide's Mexican revo-
lutfon egainst Spain the year previous.
American trade efforts met with suc-
cess, because tho Mexicans were anxious
for the Amsricans’ goods, while the
Spaniurds through jealouay had stoppod
at nothing to bleck end ruin any such
interchange,

* Commerces of tho YFralries.”

1t was Captuln Willlam Becknell who,
with thirty mon and about %5,000 worth
of goods, made the first really success-
tul trip, His good fortune and ks ac-

3

counts of the Journey led many others
to ‘tty, and soon there was inaugurated
the‘:'recognized *“ commerce of the pral-
ries.”” It was the longest and most dan-
gerous trade route the American people
had. ever set out upon, yet the treeless
a.nd’ watorless stretches -had no terrors
for ‘them once the prospect of a market
in Banta Fé became known.

Becknell’s trip, which the centennial
celebrations are commemorating, also
marked another distinct phagse of trall
history. Previously goods had been
car led on mules. Becknell succeeded
in getting three-wheeled vehlcles over
the trall, though others did not survive
the journey. The trade of this first
year amounted to about. $15,000; it was
quadrupled in three or four. years,
reached a half million Jollars in the '40s
and ran into many millions before the
railroad came into being. -

It is recorded that when In 182¢ &
caravan of twenty-five  wagons, with a
long train of pack miiles, made & suo-
cessful trip to Santa Fé, the trail as a
trade route coeased to be an experiment.
Colorfel Marmaduke of Missourl was the
leader. With about efzhty traders -he
put his motley array ot vehicles on the
road, some road wagons, some oarts
and.-some Dearborn carrta.ges

The commerce was scarcely well ef-
tablished when Indlan -depredations be-
gan. The kiling of Dap Munro and
Samuel McNeer by the, Pawnees wab
one of the earliest of such outrages,
and when the arming of all the men of
the caravans failed to keep tho Indians
distanced the QGovernment began fur-
nishing armed escorts, The Indians,
too, became better, a.rmed. with the ro-
sult that for torty years "and more life
in the West was a thr!lllnx and dan-
gerous exlistence.

After the traders had made thelr
route fairly safe €rom Comanches, Ara-
pahoes, Apaches and others, there ap-
peared on fthe scone the white rene-
gado, or roand agent. The first such
hold-ups occurred in 1849 and continued
on through the stage coach days into
the era of rallroads.

Indian and white ralders made
“ caching !’ the only alternatlve for the
wagon trains, with the result that even
today there come to light collections of
stores and supplies buried by the trad-
ers in great juglike holes in the hope
of later recovery. Many of theso
caches are to bo seen today.

In 1844 Prosident Santa Anna closed
Mexican citles to American traders be-
cause he saw that war was coming. Two
yeara later General Kearny led the
Army of the West over the trail in his
march on Santa I'é, and on Aug. 16,
afier his 2,000 men had safely made tho
trip and the visions of .Mexican resist-
ance before the city had vanilshed, ho
proclaimed New Mexico to be TUnlted
States territory. The next notable event
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Map Showingﬂ Santa e Trail

in the busy years of assimllation of the
new territory was the gold rush of ‘49,
In which many of those golng to Cali-
fornia utilized the Southern route.

It was not until General Sheridan’s
“YWinter campaign’’ of 1868-9 that the
trail and the territory it fed were falrly
free of raids, outrages and plllaging.

When the railroad entered the region
the wagon traders retreatod. ‘The steel
line reached Wichita In 1872, was halted,

I then rosumed and extended to Las Vegas

in 1579 and finally reached Santa I'¢ in

' 1880. Then followed a spell of quietude

ovor the historle old route until more
modern times, when varlous organiza-
tions—commercial, historical and social—
took up the work of preserving and
modernizing the trail. Today it 18 a
motor highway. -

The old trall, beginning at TWestport
or Kansas City, and at Independence,
followed the Kaw River to Lawrence,
thence over the hills to Burlingame and
Council Grove and reached the Arkansas
Valley at Fort Zarah, now Great Bend.
Up this valley is Bent’'s Fort, now Las
Animas, past which the Toute went to
and through the mecuntalns at Raton
Pass. Then the trail dlivides. The
northiern and longer way 18 now followed
by the railroad. The southern or ‘' dry
route ’* was found by Becknell back in
1822 through the Cimarron Desert. This
was & short cut, but the more dangerous
of the two. .

Fort Leavenworth, Kan., was created
seventy-five years ago to givée military
protection to the Santa Fé trade, and
thereafter it becama  the neck of the
bottle for the western exodus., Along the
trail there i3 L.ecompton, the early ter-
ritorial capital of Kunsas.  Newton and
Burrton are homes of Mennonites who
fled from the Czar and found peace
along this highway. Lawrence was the
scens of the Quantrell’'raid. Dodge City
js best known in cowboy annals. Pawnee
Rock, a great sandstone promontory
jutting out of the Arkansas River bot-
tomland, was the scene of }_xlany sangui~-
nary battles with the Indighsand where
among others General Hancock, General
Lee and Kit Carsou are rémembered.

After the prairles are left behind, the
trail goes through the Raton Range.
Pike's Peak is vislble, 100 miles away.
Near the summit of the ‘f{aton helghts
is the abandoned tollhou‘m where Dick
Wooten for yesars ga.therhd toll for the
use of the wagon road.;

From Independence to" Sa.nta. ¥4 the
tradl was 785 mfiles long by the Clmarron
Desert and 100 miles longer by way of
Bent's Fort. Desplte the fact that the
route varied a little from time to time,
John L. Cowan, writing in the Overland
Magazine, has recorded the fact that in
many places the ruts worn by the wagon
wheels a third of a century ago are still
traceable on Kansas end Colorado
plainas.

When the stage coach came In the
fare to Santa Fé was $250 In gold.
Trips were made monthly. BEach Btage
coach had an escort of eight men armed
with a Hawkins rifle and two revolvers,

Bent's Fort was the most important
stopping place In the old days. The
Bent brothers wore the largest indi-
vidual fur-trade operators early In the
last century, and in 1826 they buflt their
first fort and trading center between
the present sites of Pueblo and Canyon
City, and in 1820 built a bigger one on
the. ground where La Junta is today.

'"he most interesting spots in Santa
Iré, the end of the trail, are the Fonda
and the Palace, the former the rendez-
vous of all the pionqers and the latter
the seat of Spanish, Mexican and Amer-
lcan Governments through the centurics
of traftis over the old trall,
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