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Central Route to the Pacific.

MEessra GaLEs & SEATON—Genttemen : | send
youa letter just received from Fort Massachus tts, in
the Valley of Sun Luis, head of the Riov Granda del
Nerie, which eame to me us unexpectedly ax if 1t had
fullen frum the clouds, und could not have been more nc-
ceptable if it hiad been from anv other sput on-the glube.
It 1s written by & Virginia cmigrant to Californin—one
who had been there before, and now muking one of a
{"““y uof emigrunts, all removing, and taking with them

srge herds of shesp and some cattle for the Calitornia
waxket, They traveled wpon the line which BaLg snd
HEAP dencribed, and confirm all they said by the actual
fuct of the casy traveling of their wagons, and the con-
dition of their theep and cattle, “ shout os fat us aay in
the Plgilndelphia or Beltimore market ;” and that after
traveling upwarde of one thousand miles from Illinois,
and seven hundred of it from the Misgouri frontier, The
country is rich and beautiful, and the Valley of San Luis,
und the mountain grass, all that Lerovx and FreEmoxnt
described it to ba. Only think of that grass—taick as a
meadow to the top of the mountains, and muny acres
gnod for four mawed tong—and plonty all Winter to sus-
tain stock without foud or shelter. The letter ia exactly
such u one as I weuld wish to get—s plain statement of
what was actually seen by an emigratiag company, maov-
ing in a budy, withcut any system or theory to establish,
and laoking for the best way to get to Cahfornia,

The psss which they mention, threugh which Captnin
GUNNISON went, is one of five in the Sicrra Blanca leading
from the Arkansus plains into the Vaulley of San Luis—
three of which are excellent, and one of them higher up, |
end {rom seventy to eighty milea nearer than the other
two, by being move in the struight line to the Coo-cha-
tope in the Rocky Mountaing, or the Canero which isnear
i, and wearly us govd. Iustend of no passes in theas
mountains, there are a muliiplicity of them—so many and
80 good thut the traveler has choice i the variety, and is
cnly puztled to d cide which is best,

ort Maksachusetts, where this latter is dated, is just
ut the spot where FREMONT was turked out of the valley
by his guide in the Winter of 1848 and 1849, and when ke
found the puss uhineat without snow through which the
Utahs pussed trom the Del Norte to the Arkansas, and
which was so level thut he could only by careful observu-
uen detect the point of the dividing waters

In brief, Messre. Editors, | now feel emboldened to re-
peat what Frenwent has oiten told me, that in the central
part of the Racky Mountains. {covering the Three Parks,
the headwaters of the Svurh Platte, the Arkansas aud the
¥ el Nurte, and the hesndwaters of the East Fork of the
Grent Colorudo of the West,) exactly in the line from St
Louis to Sen Fruncisco, und about half eay between
them there is good country ¢nongh to make a mountain
State donble the mize of all the Swivs cantons put te-
gether, and presenling every thing grand and beautiful to
be fourd in Swuzerlund, without the drawbacks of gla-
ciers and avalanches, and consequently without its cold
He has gone to verify his Winter theories in that region,

Rerpectfully, gentlemen, yonr obliged fell rw-citizen,

THOMAS H. BENTON.
FORT MassacHUSETTS, (N. Mex.) Aug. 28, 1853,

Dear Smm: Knowing that you feel interested inthe
naddle route for the great Pacific Railroad, and believing |
that uny infermation with regard to it would be accept-
able, no matter how humble the source fromn which 1t
comes, t have determined to state what [ know about it.
This information is from traveling the route just behind
Capt. GUNNisoN. T left Virginia the Ist of Apnl, went
to Missouri und Illinois to purchase sheep for the Cah-
fornia market. After purchasing, 1started to take them
by old Sult Lake, the Humboldt River, &c., feeling as-
sured that I would have to winter at Sult Luke. 1 had
gotten the sheep as far as St. J iseph’s, Mo.  Having some
business in St. Louis, I met with Capt. GUNNISON, and
Jearned fram him that there was & betler route by way
of Utrh Lake, and that he was guing to open it, and that
from whut he knew about it it would be much better for
me to tuke 1t.  After thinking a good deal orer it, T detes-
nined to tuke it 8s there was @ very lurge number of
#tock on the old route, and & good prospect of getting to
Cahfornm this seuson. 1 rend yovur address with a great
deal of interest; and feeling assured these statements
oho:t the route could be relied on, I left Missourni at
Westpert, on the 15th of June, with 2 large namber of
checp and some cows—Mr CROCRETT, of Virginia, u
hxnurr with me, At Westport, 1 met with the two Mr.

oss’, of lowa, with their families gong the old route ;
they alse deiormined to accompany me the new raute
After traveling a few days I fell iv wi h the two Me. Bua.
wELL's, of Franklin City, Va, with & large number of
cattle, who also were persusded to join me.  We traveled
the Santa Fé roud twenty. five miles above Fort Atkineon,
deeping ou the wel -beaten track to thirty miles above
Bent's Old Fort, and  ‘rossed the Arkansas River at the
mouth of Opishka Creek. cressed over to the Huerfeno,
up that streum ahout twenty miles, and crossed the
Sierrs Blanca mountains through Capt. GunNis .N's Pass,
about twelve miles south of LERovX's Paus, to this Fort.
The distunce given by Capt. Cunxisox is 693 miles from
Westpor, Mo,

1 have traveled ever the mountains of Yirginia, Peansyl-
vania, and Tennessee, over several of the passes of the
Sierra Nevada in California, and 1 have never seen a better
or mere easier pass for carrizges and wagons than the one
found by Capt. GUNNi1soN through the Sierra Blanca, just
opposite Fort Massachusetts, and distant from it fiftecn
niiles, §traveled the old route to Califurnia in 18449, and
can speak of the two routes from actuul experience, hav.
g grone over both with wagons, 1 look upon this reute
zs far superior, and feel confident that as soon a8 1t is
hnown will and must be the great thoroughfare from the
Atlantic to the Pacific.  Oa this route there is an ubund-
ance of grass and water, so much that Stock will trivel
and Keep fat ; the large majority of vur sheep are as fat us
uny mutton in the Philadelphia or Baltimore warket, and
very Jurge nmmber of Mr. BURWELL's cuttle are fine beef ;
wnd F have never seen uny stock, after having truveled =o
far, look half as well. Both of the Mr. Ross’s have rar-
nages, and as yet nothing has in the least given way, 1
can say without fear of contradiction that this is one of the
finest natural roads in the world, combining everything
necessary to sustain stock, and I am confident that of its
savantages are fully mude known to Congress, that it will
te adopted for the vreat Pacific Railroad.  On this line al-
ost the entire route can be settled,as all the land from Mus-
~uini to Hent's Fort s rich and very fertile,equal to the hest
lands of Missouri and linois, und no Jund cun beut the
Sierra Blanca fur grase ; even to the very summit it stands
a8 thiek as the hest meadows ; many acres would mow at
hart four tons per acre. Then comes the large and
bewntiful Valley 8. Lou:s, énid to be one of the most fer-
tile in New Mexico; indecd fine land is ufnn tha whole
ronte, and the climate such tkat atock can live all winter
upvn the grars. I will here state the ronte I think hest
for emigrants to travel: leave Wesrport, Misouri, tuke
the road to Unicutown, then to For: Centre, then teke
Captzin GUNNISON’s trail, which leads frum the Kansas
t: the Arkinsas, neur th- meuth of Walnut Creek, up
the Arkunsas wbove Beat’s Old Fort, thirty-two miles ;
then up the Hu=rfaro, through Capt. GUNNISON’S Puss, (s
TFort Massachuxetts ; then te Litile Salt Luke, Wulker's
Pass, Sicrra Nevada; then down the vallay of the Sau
Joaquin to Stackton or Sun Franc eco. There are settle-
ments ot different pu nts «ll slong this route, where emi-
gTAnts can get supplies, mone further apart thun two
hundred miles. After leaving Mirsouri you pass flrst
Council Grove, next the Fort on Walnut Creek, next
Gresn Horp, next Fort Massachusetts, Little Salt Lake
Santa Clura, Negas da Casatsra ; at each ef thawe sup
plies can be had. I feel confident when Capt. GusNisoN
makes out his report that this route will be adopted.
Tae pass through the Sierra Blanca is so low and gra-
dual that a ruilrosd can he made over it, and the grade
will nof” exeeed fifty feet to the mila. Capt. Gunnison is
doing his whale duty, und well deserves the thanks of the
whole country for the very well laid out road through
this almost unexplored country. | will write you again
ufter getting through to Califurnis, and descrive the rost
of the way. Youre, reshectfully,

CHAS. W. McCLANAHAN,
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