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THE CATTLE DRIVES OF 1878.: DODGE CITY, THE GREAT SHIPPING POINT. A ...

From Our Own Correspondent.

New York Times (1857-1922); Jun 17, 1878; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times

THE GATTLE DRIVES OF 1815,

DODGE CITY, THE GREAT SHIPPING
POINT.. ,

A LIVELY PLACE ON THE PLAINS=—AN ENOR-
MOUS NUMBER OF CATCLE ON THE TRAIL
—PHI) BRTENT OF THE WERTERN BEER
TRADE—~RAILROAD RATES,

From Our Own Correspondent.
Dobae Crry, Kansas,
Mondey, June 10, 1878,

The cattlé men of the Plains are just gat-
ting through with their annual ‘‘round-ups.”
ot the Arvkansas Valley and the'divide country
West Liag Animias wis the rondezvous; and the
geattored cattle for miles along thé river and
out on the buffalo ranges wore gathered to that
point. Camps wete established, sall the leading
cattle men were on hand, and -the ‘‘cow-boys”
wore in their glory. Ibivds the work of only a
tew hours to *‘cut ont” and Separate the cattle,
ind start the herds back to their ranges again.
Everyanimal is known by its brand, so thet
swnership is easily determined, and those
that Have drifted miles saway:!during the
inter storms and become a part of
sther Hherds, are picked out in a few
moments, claimed’ by the owners, and started
back to the ranige. It has been & good Winter
for stock in this valley; no bad storms snd
plenty of grass, The onttle are in prime con-
jition, and beeves for the early Fall markets
ivill sell better than the average. By compar-
Ing notes aimong the herders, it was found that
the range between Fort Lyon and Bent’s Fort
—Kit Carson's old hunting-grounds—an unin-
viting and barren-looking section, contsins
more cattle than any other similar atea on the
Plains. Ovér 75,000 head are figured up.

As all the heavy stock men and shippers just
now seem to be bonnd for one place-~Dodge
City—the point at which the ‘drives” of
Toxas catile come up, your correspondent took
4 train on the Atchisoii, Topeks and Santa Fé
Railroad, and & soven hours ride landed us at
midnight in this nolsy cattlée miart. No one
seemed to be asleep at that hour. The station
wag thronged with swaggering, swearing cow-
boys, end oily confidence men. With some
dificulty we rubbed our way through the
crowd, anit followed the porter to the ‘¢ Great
Western” Hotel, Any of our companions that
might be bent on sport could need no special
beckoning, for at all the billiard halls, concert
galootis, a1id keno dens the -lamp still held ont
to burn, )

Seen by daylight, Dodge- City has a better!
look ; though somehow, pretty much all the
buildings, which are of frame; lurch to the west
asif impatient to move on, the effect of high
prairie winds. The population eanfot be fat
from 1,000, though there is a large floating
clement, increasing rapidly, and a month later,
when the cattle are swarming in and things are
at high tide, there will be in the town and ont-
skirts as many as 5,000 people. The cattle
shipping season gathers traders, '_spe_'culatoxjs.
gomblers, and all sorts, Through June and
July Dodge Oity will be the lveliest place
in the West. The best trails from the Pan-
handle of Texas strike the railroad and river at
this point; it is outside the *‘dead line” pro-
geribed by Kansas laws, and offers every facility
for large stock transactions. There are now in
this vicinity about 20,000 head of Texas
“peeves” alresdy arrived and ready to be

marketed. There aré on the trail, between
Dodge and the Cimarrom, 50,000 more.
The latest saccounts from the south

indicate that there are upward of 225,000 head
of cattle moving northward from Red River,
fully one-half of which will take the trail to
Dodge City. About the 1st of July the_larger
ghare will have arriveil hero, and the shipping
geason will begin in earnest, There will proba-
bly be put on _the cars at this station from
3({000 to 40,000 beeves for Kansas City, St
Louis, and Chicago. The greater share of the
cattle that are driven to this point from ,Te:;.as
do not go into Eastern markets yet.. They will
be allowed to feed their way Westwar.d and
northward, and two months later will ap-

car at stations on the Kansds Pacific and Union

acific Roads further eust, some to bé shipped
to Kansas City and Omaha, but the great bulk
to remain fesding on the plsins until next
Spring. The cattle ‘drives”- from Texas
each year represent & good deal of money, and
are in the hands of comparatively few men, A
careful compilation of the owners, number of
head, and destination of tho Texas cattle in this
northward drive for the season of 1878 will be
of interest :

Owners, No. of Head. _ Destination.
J. F. Ellison,..... . 12,000....Kan. and Neb.
Lytle & Mc¢Donald. 10.000....Kansas,

..Doage City.

: Tl 00
Bishop & Halfr 8000 . Colotado.

R. Fant..... .. ado
]S)mith & Savage.. -« : 8,000....Dodge City.
Presvall & Mitehell...... « - 6,000....Colorado.
Coleman & Stockley..... . 2,000....Colorado.
Millett Brothers.......... 9,000... Kunsas,
Mabry & CO.cvceecvenenn- 7,000....Kan. nnd: Neb.

ninlan & C0..eevevreenes 6.000....Dodgze City.
Waugh & Stephens....... 4,000....Dodge City.
John Frazer...ccoeevceces 2,500....Dodge City.
Jolm Camp...ceeeecenens « 3,000....Dodge City.
C. C. Loewis...... eesmrnna 6,000....Kausas.
I. & Q. Johnson ......... 2,000....Dodge City.
Shiner Brothers......... . _6,000....Kansas,
Tittlofield & Huston...... 15,000....Kansas,
Coruthers & Co......v0s _6,000....Colorado.
King & Kennedy......... 15,000....Kansas:
Oge & Woodward........ 4,000. ...Dodge City.
Joo Mathews....... 2,000....Dodge City.
Reed & Rochal..eevecie..  §,000....Kansas,
Chapman & Tuttle....... 3.000....Dodge City.
W. G Butlericececeasaess 6,000....Colorado.
Moore & Allen..cceeenn-. 5,000. ...Colorado.
W. B. Grimes...cceeeeeen - 5,000....Kansas,.
d. L. Driskill...... eesiess  3,000.::.Dodge City.
A. S. Simmons.....cievee. 2.000....Dodge City.
Bennett & West.......... 8,800....Coloradq.
Iliff & Snyder.ccces. ""220'000' :..Colorado.

Total...vvneens a-.-.199,300 )

Thé above table, faked in the largest herds.
The several smaller * bunchés” will swell the
total to betwean 225,000 and 250,000. Soms
claim that the number will reach 300,000:
The list we have given shows some 45,000 head
destined for Dodge City, principally for East-
ern shipment., Whilé a large. share of the
others enumerated will come by the trail to
Dodge City, they will bé driven from this point
up the Arkansas and .P_ur.gatoire, or inte the
parks, and over the divide into the Platte Val-
ley. A good many Wwill go fo the ranges on the
Republicar, In the past three or four years
not all the eattle that have come up from Texas
have been marketed, but have been muitiplying
and increesing in the valleysand along the high
ranges. By the introduction of the best blood-
od stock the quality of the increass has been
greatly iraproved, so that Plains-fed beeeves
are getting the best prices in Eastern markets.
Taking into account the large numbers of cat-
tle' annually driven into the Terrifories and
new. States of the West, and the natural in-
croase of the herds, the cattls trade is, of
course, growing into greater megnitudé every

ear. o
y 1t is & noteworthy fact that the the cattle in-
terests of the Rocky Mountain region and the!
Plainson the east are receiving large accessions
from the west also. Buyers have bsen in Oregon
and Washington Territory gathering up the
best beoves, and soine 25,000 head are now en |
route through Idaho Territory destined for the .
Laramie Plains. An Oregon paper- before us |
contains the almost, incredible statement that |
stock-mon from the Delles of the Columbia have ‘
gathered herds of beef cattle aggregating 100,- |
000 head from the bunch-grass region of East- |
ern Oregon and Washington Territory, and |
from Walla Walla and the Ysakima and Snake |
River countries, which they will drive across }
the continent, many being held back omn the:
Plains of Colorade, Wyoming, and Nebraska for
good marketing, and others driven direct to'!
Omsha, . . - o _

It was considered something wonderful a few
years ago when Tesas was credited with 4,000,
000 head of eattle.. That State was looked upon
as our heef supply.for years to come ; and tho
great Plains nt that time counted as absoiutely
worthless for auy purpose, were not looked
upon a5 even the smallest faetor in the matter
of supplying the East and Europe.with market-
dble . cattle. . But .4 . great revolution
fias tamken place- even -in a  short
time. The ‘‘long lorns” still come up every
geason to,be put into market, but the numbers

arriving at, Kapses City and Chicago from that
onice g‘r% dgdreading ydar by yéar.. THo attle

eainds bre belnp teafdferred . td -the great
1&?&?0 Plains, aﬁg thé ¢antral portion of thd
continent, withi tho Paciflc States, afe bocomiang
the leadisip producerd: of:best: - A éitmiste
Qertved .ror - the. assenstiont -Yoturns of -t1ifs
year giveﬁ..Qolmdqegﬁ0,0QO ;:«.Wgomiz)%ﬂ%w

0004 Utoeh, .360,000 ; - Montang, . 300,000 ;
shingron, 200,000 ;- Orogon 175,
.E:Vﬁx}%;ﬂ’fnaméoo attlos » his el

total of nearly 2,750,000 in herds, ficreasing
rapidly, from which upwardof 250.00!) market
able beeves will be taken during the rest thrse
or four monthsinto the mavkets east o the Mis«
so%ntRweg. d . |
it we have digressed from the mai1. purn
of thisletter, wiich was to give an al-:c%?mtog%
this cattle-shipping point, Dodge City. and ths
interests which surround it. Itis sll bustling'
setivity now, and & tiionith hénce i% wil: ba s7hat
the cow-boys .call “red-hot” timcs, The
plage will be fairly henmiied in wit: Herds,!
and the ample stack-yards provided by the raild
way company will scarcely answer the demands
of shippers. i .
Somehow the agricultural ifterest: sesm alel
ways to be at enmity to the cattlo business.)
The land in this viejnity has pretty mueh sll
been taken up for settlement during the past
few years, and this Spring a very largu nres has
been seeded down. Many farms are notfenced,
and those that are can herdly withstand tha
determined assaults of the hungry Te :as steor.;
So there is all the whilé a charcs for quarrels
between the farmer and herder. Ths farm.
ers hereabout are complaining = gooc. dsal of
the depredations upon their crops maie by ths
stock running at large ; and at the ne & sesstowy
oj.j"the.Kansas Legislature a very st'ong petis
tion will go in from Dodge City to have the
‘* dead line ” moved fuither west, at least 48 far,

-8 the State limits. Should such messurs pre-!

vail, as seems highly g:'obable, then another’
season may see West Los Animas vhe greal
shipping point. Hugo, on thé Kansss Paeific,:
and Ogalally, on the Unioh Pacifie, will bs tts,
prominent competitors for the cattle trade. ;

The cattle shippers complain & gooc. deal.of
the high rates of transportation chzrged by
railroad companies, and tolk of driving their
cattle to market if due concession: are not
made. Last year the railroads got to. **out-
ting,” and that, of course, stopped all coms
%laint.” It was a good thing for the shippeis,

ut the new combinations will servé - =
the tariff pretty well up this season. ‘n_ antex
pation of it, stock-men are looking about to sss
what i8 best to be dons. The local paver hers,
speaking on this subject, says: ;

“From .n conversation fvith a leading :toek man’
we learn that many of our larger owuers o2 beet cat-
tle ave sariously considering the plan of driving in.
stend of shipping to markeb this Fall. Thersare’
soveral considerations.in favor of this mathod, the
most important. of which is the large siving mada.|
A fair estimate of the freight, the shrinkage a'm'di
the bruised condition of best delivered at K nsas Qity,
is 35 per head, and a libera] estimate of ths espenses
of driving to within 100 miles of Kansas City, pldess!
it at 81 per head—and thé cattle, if &nythiny; in bm‘e‘:i
condition than when. they started.. Win such gl
difiérénce as this it is to be wondered at that ship~

ing i3 not altogether abundoned by thess havidg:
arge lots. Take 1,000 head as.an. eganipls, two
month's time for the drive, and 10 mien 30 do thei
work, The cast of brovisions, horgs feal and tie:
pay.of the men will not exceed $500 psr month; uri
$1,000 for thé.trlp. Thns, eounting 1l things,’
B saving . of §4,000 is effected, frim which:
gqssible losses might be. deducted _and otill &
andsome . balance . remain. = We are assurad
by the same duthority €hat, thoigh  ths,;
high rates of transportation wmainly forse meén ts!
think of driving, yet it would be better lor cattle’
prodiicers to drive than .ship, even if thé railroads
charged nothing.  Looking at thg matter from thg
producer’s standpoint the ¢ost of getting ‘0 markes
{s ovorythiniz, as while the market stands.t a giveny
figurs, the trahsportation vavies, sud it gcssinto, ox
eomes out, of hig poekat.  For esample, curing the
cutting last year all the savinz on freight wens to
onr people.. Tho bayers came . to our docrs, and . in:
their anxiety . to take.advantage,cf the low rates
added somewhat of thélr gains to the pricss. Thd
{ssue promises to be either ent rates or 4 <rive,"
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