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The Tacifie Jﬁgiirpud-—Stutement of My oihe people now o, goinz ta New-Mexico, from
, “Lieroux, the frontier of the State at {anzas or Independence,

" At the request-of Col. Benrow, I, AN7o1Ne dud for Summer tr veling go through the prairies up
Luroux, -ndtive of St. Louis of Missouri, and now thwards Bent's Fort, and up the Huerfano to the
an inhabitant-of Taos,in New-Mexico, do make the Bags 1l Sangre de Christo ; then out by the Cao-
following statement:in-reldtion to the Pass at the a-tape Pass, following a trail to the great Spanish
head-of the valley -of ft,h}f 'DIfl N_‘“'te' and of thefail. The Winter travel would be to start frﬁ)m t}(})e
countxy -on ‘ia?h‘s‘d“i\‘d". ‘that Pass ’le‘d also as to ghme point, but foliow the kanzlns river va tey. !
o tll how 1.0t scquaimed with ths oonatry - ¢ 5k of the wond,vud when tht gives outcros
st tell'how 1.gat & d 1t ountry : which 1s not {& ) be-

In the year 1820, when | was in my 'nine&ccnghi vé};;_\;kgn&?ﬁw that up for wood. The prairie
year, Ijommed Gen. AsHLEY and Majoy HENRY in; the way in the Swamer, but Winter traveling
an expedition of hunting and trapping to the Upper l" : };1 rotection of woods and timber against
Missouri and Rocky Mountains, andl after near two ™ ust mtve L CPAn('i every thing that T tell | can
years in that part, I -wentto Tuos, in New-Mexico, IOW 8 mlmg/'ould undertdka to guide a party safe
and aflerwards:married there, and have made it my 8fOW ’u}z:nvaith WATOLS NIOW
home-ever.sinee ; and from-that place [ carried on IiToUs & " ANTOINE LEROUX,
the business of & beaver trapper for about fifteen WasHINGTON CITY, March 1, 1853 -
years, génerally on the waters of the Great Colorado 4 PEDI AR T, A7 2y 100 .
of the West; and have'trapped the whole country—
every river, creek, and branch from the Gila to the
head of the Grand Riverfork-ofthe Upper Culorado,
and .out to the Great Salt Liake, and on the waters
of Wah-Satch Mountain, and'out to the Virgin Ri-
ver, and have been four times to California, and
guide to & great~many American officers employed
in Mexico, and know the countryfrom New-Mexico

alifornia.
v gvill now deseribe the Pass :

At:the:head of the vajley of Del Norte there is a
broad .pass about -eight -miles wide, called by the
Uiah ‘Indians Coo-cha-h?:e, and by the Mexican
Spaniards El Pue:to, and which signifies in both
languages the Gap or Giate’; and hias been known to
the. Spaniards ever sincethey settled in New-Mex-
ico, and by the Indinns alweys. Ttis made by the
SierraSan Juan. which comes up from the South
on the west side -of ‘the Del Norte, and gives out
there; and by the Sierra Blaneca, which comes in
from the East like it was going te join the San Juan,
but, turns off north round the head of the Arkansas
and toward the Three Parks, and is eight miles
wide,” Here between thesetwe mountains is the
Pass, which goes out level from the valley of the
Del Norte, (and Jooking like a continuation of it,)
which.leads to the upper waters of the Great Col-
orido of the West. The Del Nerte does not head
in this‘Pass, but in the San Juan Mountain, a little
south of the Pass, where there is also a Summer
Puss, but none for the Winter on account of the
snow in it. There is a small Creek in this Pass
called by the same name, Coo-cha-tope, which
comes out from the end of San Juan and goes about
eight miles east towards the Del N orte, hut stops in
a small lake, out of which a little stream gets to the
Del Norte, which shows how level the country is.
The Pass is heavily timbered with large pine trees
and with pinon, and there may be some small oaks,
but T am not certain. There is not much snow in
this Pass, and people go through all the Winter ;
and when there is much snow in the mountains on
the Abiquin route, (which is_the old Spanish Trail
to:California,) the people of T'aos go round this way,
and get into that trail in the fords of Grand and
Green Rivers. There are trails through it, but after
you get through there are many trails, some going
to the Abiguiu road, and some up or down the
country. This Pass is laid down on 2 map I saw in
the War Oflice, made by Lieut. PArx® and Mr. R,
H.Kern, and is there named after me, because [
gave Lieut. PARxE information about it. It is the
only map 1 have seen that shows that Pass, and the
best onc I have seen of that part of the country,
and with a little correstion would be perfect.

As for the country on -each side of the Puss, [
will describe it, and on the east side first.

There is a large valley to the east, about fifty or
sixty miles wide and near a hundred miles long,
reaching from the Coo-cha-tope to the Taos scttle-
ments at the Little Colorado. The Del Norte runs
through this valley, which is the widest and best
valley in &ll New-Mexico, and can hold more prople
than all New-Mexico besides. 1t is all prairie ex-
cept on the creeks, and on the mountain sides,
which are well wooded. It is a rich soil, and cov-
ered with good grass, and wooded on all the streams.
The Spaniards called it *“ El Valle de San Luis,”
and it was formerly famous for wild horses and
buffaloes ; and ever since Taos was settled by the
Spaniards, the inhabitants drove their sheep and eat-
tle there to Winter. Before the Utah Indians became
80 bad, the stock (as many as 50,080 or 60,000 head
of sheep and cattle) have Leen driven there to Win-
tor, where they did well, foading on the 2rass during
the day, and sheltering in the woods about the
shepherd’s camp at night. Most of the Winters,
there is no snow along the foot of the mountain on
the north side of this valley, being sheltered from
the.north and open to the sun in the south. The
United States have established a military post in
this valley, not far from the Pass of El Sangre de
Christo, and about two hundred families have gone
there to live, chiefly near the Fort, and raised crops
there last year ; and now that they have protection,
the valley will soon be all settled, and will be the
biggest and best part of New-Mexico. About three
Ihundred families were Freparing to move there.
The post is called Fort Massachusetts,

This valley has several passes through the Sierra
Blanca into the prairie country on the Upper Arkan-
s2s and Kanzas, the best of which is called Kl
Sangre de Christo, at the head of little streams
culled Cuchadas, which fall inte the Huerfano, a
small river fauing into the Arkansas, not far from
Bent’s Fort, Itis a good Pass, and BenT and ST,
VralN’s wagons have passed through it, and it is
pessable the worst of Winters—for Col. BraLk’s
dragoons passed through it the same Winter, and
nearly the same time, that Col, FREMONT went
through another Pass further west. The distance
through these pasges is not more than five miles.
This 18 the description of the country on the east
side of the Coo-cha-tope Pass.

On the west side of the Pass the country opens
out broad and good for_settlements, and for roads,
and is the best watered country I ever saw out to
the Wahb-satch Mountains and te Las Vegas de
Santa Clora. After that the water and grass be-
come scarce, and the land poor, and it is called
desert, though travelers find camping grounds every
night ; and the great cavalcade of many thousand
head of horses from California to New Mexico an-
nually passed along it. After you go through the
Pass at the head of the Del Norte, there are man
traile bearing southwest townrds the grent Spanis
trail by Abiquiu, which they join in the forks of
the Grand River and Green g{iver (forks of the
great Colorado ‘of the West), where it is a great
beaten road, easy to follow day or night. The
countyy is wooded on the streams with prairies be-
tween, and streams every three or five miles, as
the great Colorado here gathers its head waters
from the Wah-satch and Rocky Mountain ranges,
which are covered all over with snow in the Winter,
and have snow wupon their tops in the Summer,
which sends down so much water, cool, clear, and
good. And this isthe cage generally out to the
‘Wah-satch Mountains and Las Vegas de Santa
Clara—a distance of near five hundred miles from
the head ofthe Del Norte.  Wagons ean now travel
this route to California, and have done it. 1In the
year 1837, two families named Sloover and Pope,
with their wagons and two Mexicans, went from

Taos that way.

Col. FREMONT was looking for the Coo-cha-tope
Pass in the winter of 18489, and was near enough
to have seen it, if it had not been hid by the lapping
of the mountains, when his guide led him off 1nto
the mountaing, instead of keeping up the dry valley,
which he wished to do, and which would have taken
him through easy. It wasthe worst winter for snow,
but we could travel all the time in the valleys and

asges, I was below him on the waters of the Ar-
ﬁ:msas at the same time, acting as guide to Col.
BEALE, who was out after the Apache Indians with a
detachment of dragoons, and we heard of him at the
Pueblo’s. He went as high as Hard-Serabble and
got corn before he crossed into the Valley of San
Luis, and we got corn at the Greenhorn Pueblo on
ttie San Carlos Creek, about 50 or 60 miles helow
him ; and heard that he had passed aleng, and sup-
posed that he had gone safe through, and knew no
better till he got back to Taos, when [ told him how
near he had been to the place he was looking for.
‘We passed with the dragoons through the Pass il
Sangre de Christo (Blood of Christ), and got through
eusy ; and that was the dead of winter, and greatest
S1ow we ever had,

There is a way also up the Arkansas to get to the
waters of the great Colorado. It is by Bent’s Fort,

. by the Pueblo’s and Hard-Scrabble, “(at all which
gla_ces corn and vegetables are raised,) and by

Yitham’s fishery, :mﬁ at the head of the nver, leav-
ing the Three Parks to the north. Horsemen and
stock can go that way. MaxweLL of Taos,
drove out between four and five thousand head of
sheep and cattle last Summer, intending to take
them to California, but went to the Great Salt Lake
and sold them there,

A wagon can now go from Missouri to California
through the Coo-cha-tope Pass without crossing any
mountain but the Sierra Blanea, (and there have
the choice of three good passes,) and without crogs-
ing any swamp or large river, and nearly on a
straiﬁht line all the way, only bearing a little south,
And supplies of grain and cattle can be had from
the Puelﬁu’s on the Upper Arkansas, and also from
the Mexicans in the valley of St. Louis, and also
from the Mormons at Ojo San Jose, and at theirset-
tlement on the Nicollet river, and at Las Vegas de
Santa Clara. . .

I have been from New-Mexico to California four
times, namely, the way I guided Col. Coox, the
way I guided Capt. S1IT6REAVES, and the Salinas
route, and the Abiquiu route ; and of these four the
one I guided Capt. S1TGREAVES is, as I informed
Mr. SEWARD, the best and shortest route from Santa
Fe or Albuquerque ; but from places further north,
and especially from Missouri, the Coo-cha-tope Pags
is best and shortest, and has most water, grass,
wood, and good land on it ; and has most snow, but
not enough to prevent Winter traveling ; so that
when there is much snow in the trail by Abiquiy,
people . from Taos go that way, as I have already
said, The show in that country is dry, and the
moceasing that we wear do not get damp or wet.

And being asked by Col. BENTON to state the best
way from Missouri to California, I answer + Start
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