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SB17-25820
17 OER Council formed, 

$20,000 for OER review report

HB18-133120
18 established OER grant program with 

$2.5 million over 3 years and 1.0 FTE 
at Department of Higher Education

SB21-21520
21

expanded grant program with 
$5 million over 5 years and 
coursemarking by Fall 2025

NEXT BILL?20
26

Present legislation, funding, and 
council end November 1, 2026

STATE LEVEL SUPPORT FOR OER in COLORADO

https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb17-258
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb18-1331
https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/sb21-215


COLORADO OER Council
● 12 representatives from public institutions of higher education

○ 5 faculty
○ 3 librarians
○ 1 instructional designer
○ 1 administrator
○ 1 IT professional
○ 1 student
○ At least two representatives from two-year institutions are required

● State Designees
○ Department of Higher Education
○ Department of Education
○ State Library

● Two private higher ed institutions representatives (not in legislation)



      COLORADO OER COUNCIL at the 2024 Colorado OER Conference
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~$50 million
In student cost savings Over five years

Across almost 2,000 courses 

$4.5 million state investment in GRANTS



COLORADO State funding began at a dinner table
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The most important resource 
in open education is 

the people.



UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO
Colorado state grant-funded 
OER student DEI work

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKS-Est-HeE


UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO
2023 research study showed DEI tie to OER in faculty teaching

“So having more flexibility in the content that I share and how I share that 
content has opened up more space for me to consider elements, like how 
many students are personally relating to topics. It allows me . . . to add in 
elements that are more culturally responsive than if I was just teaching out of 
a straight textbook.”

             Mayer, J. (2023). Open educational resources (OER) efficacy and experiences: A mixed methods study. 
             portal  (Baltimore, MD), 23(4), 773-798. doi.org/10.1353/pla.2023.a908701

                                                                   digscholarship.unco.edu/libfacpub/161

https://digscholarship.unco.edu/libfacpub/161/
http://doi.org/10.1353/pla.2023.a908701
https://digscholarship.unco.edu/libfacpub/161


UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO

DOERS3 Equity in OER rubric project 

https://digscholarship.unco.edu/doers3/


Formalizing student enrollment management tactics for equity & OER  

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO



UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO
Colorado OER Council ATB materials and DEI, conversations with leadership



COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY PUEBLO

White 46.8% HSI

ethnic/racial-minorities are the majorityHispanic  33.9%

In-state 83% Our students are non-traditional, live off 

campus, and often have family and other 

personal obligations, like maintaining housing.

Off-campus 85%

18-24 55%

Pell eligible 34% Our students lack resources – ranging from 

college prep resources,  financial resources, 

social capital, family connections, etc.
First-gen 37% (40% unknown)

Fast-Facts About Colorado State University-Pueblo 

https://www.csupueblo.edu/about/fast-facts.html


50%

CSU PUEBLO’s spanish program

FIRST GENERATION

● Goal is to build language proficiency for use in other disciplines and 
careers contexts

● Diverse learner backgrounds - L2, HL narrow, HL broad

95% Are double majors

84% Of spanish majors 
are hispanic

95% OF SPANISH MINORS 
ARE HISPANIC



challenges
Traditional textbooks…

● focus on Spanish as a “foreign language”

● forget that the US is the 2nd-largest Spanish-speaking country in the world

● focus on academic Spanish and a “standard” accent

● don’t consider the diversity of students’ linguistic backgrounds

● don’t address hard conversations

● don’t align with our oral-proficiency-building program



Our goals
● Explore these linguistic issues for the benefit of all students of diverse linguistic backgrounds.

● Address the pedagogical and socio-affective needs of HLLs while also educating L2s about 

the Spanish cultures they are most likely to encounter, those of U.S. Spanish speakers.

● No student taking Spanish at our HSI will ever have to pay for a textbook again.

● Our students will see their lives and cultures reflected in our textbooks.

● Our open pedagogical approach will match their learner needs.

● The content of our courses will be relevant to their interests.

● Students will be involved in content creation (OEPs).



CSU Pueblo World Languages OER site!

● Curriculum & program alignment
● Choosing the places we explore
● Choosing the people we meet
● OEPs
● Addressing prestige and stigma in language 

varieties
● Identity exploration and representation
● Faculty satisfaction & freedom

OUTCOMES:

https://csupworldlanguages.org/


SPN 391

SPN 101



SPN 101

SPN 301



ABOUT CNCC

► 1962: Rangely College

► About 1,500 students

► About 40 faculty/instructors

► One college two campuses 
(90 miles apart)



CNCC’s CHALLENGES
► Rural Community

► Staffing

► Limited Funding

► No Librarian

► No Instructional Designer

► Faculty 5:5 Load + Service

► Deans are Instructors

► Bookstore



Redistributive
• Affordability
• Accessibility

Recognitive • Socio-Cultural 
Diversity

Representational

• Self-determination of 
marginalized 
people/groups

• Co-construction of OER 

Restorative 
Justice in 
Education

Create just & 
equitable 
learning 

environments

Repair harm 
and transform 

conflict

Build and 
maintain 
healthy 

relationships

Social 
Justice

+
OER
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FROM OER to Social & Restorative 
Justice in the classroom



ADOPTIONS AND SAVINGS



OER IN NURSING
● Open RN project

○ 5 books and 25 associated virtual reality
● Nurses International 

○ Creates nursing curriculum for developing countries
● MERLOT topics with a Creative Commons license

○ Medicine 1,367, A & P 1322, Psychology 1291, Chemistry 1812
● How much do you think nursing has?



305 
Options for nursing



Goal of the nursing profession
Increasing diversity and expanding our workforce to match our 
diverse patient population to provide more culturally congruent care

OER NURSING gap
Faculty don’t know or institute 
OER into courses



A UNIQUE COLLABORATION

● University of Colorado (CU) College of Nursing and Fort Lewis 
College of Nursing: Creating a zero-textbook cost degree for 
nursing students
○ Fort Lewis College: Native American-Serving Non-Tribal rural college
○ CU College of Nursing: HSI designee

● A collaboration led by faculty and librarians
○ Determine pre-licensure nursing classes to make them
○ Determine faculty who are willing to create and adopt OER textbooks



SUMMARY PROJECT (PHASE 1)

● Pre licensure courses (8) targeted
● Nursing courses (3) targeted and simulation

○ Pathophysiology (creation)
○ Foundation (adoption)
○ Mental Health (adaption and adoption)
○ Simulation (creation)



INVOLVING COMMUNITY WITH CREATION

● Any created materials to be peer-reviewed
○ Expert Nurse Educators
○ Community partners

■ Indigenous population
■ Hispanic population

● Reviewing state health data
○ Determine disease to cover based on frequency by regions



Phase 1 student savings

Savings once simulation costs are removed

MONEY MATTERS



How will you use OER as a 
transformational tool at 

your institution?



RESOURCES
Automatic Textbook Billing materials 
developed by Colorado OER Council
     Handout CC-BY | Postcard: Canva,PDF

Colorado OER Higher Education Hub 

OER Swag (Stickermule / Canva by email)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JW39bd1hBhV3gMhu53IB3RVapt3weH9Z/view?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGR_U9f3pM/uzj2_yZg69-dQFaYgZyU9A/edit?utm_content=DAGR_U9f3pM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Yqa_HyBYmIqNDHzPZXQyJTY_bqyWnGWE/view?usp=sharing
https://oercommons.org/hubs/coloradohighered
https://www.stickermule.com/cooer


CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, 

infographics & images by Freepik.
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